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Written by Pratap Bhanu
Mehta

There may be growing
discontent with the Narendra
Modi government. The
Opposition is still far from fully
capitalising on it. It will have to
do several things: Project unity,
craft an alternative programme
and get the organisational act
in order. But one thing that the
Congress party needs to do is
to liberate itself from important
elements of its own recent
past. A good place to start
would be by asking a simple
question: Is the party that
battled for India’s freedom
ready to bat for maximum
protections for individual
freedom that a liberal
democracy should afford? Will
the Congress, to differentiate
itself from the BJP in legal and
institutional terms, sign on to a
new Charter of Freedom that
provides more safeguards to
individuals than the Congress
has historically provided. Just
think of the range of laws that
exist on our books that are a
scandal for a liberal
democracy: Sedition laws, the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, anti
conversion laws, the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act, laws
restricting freedom of
expression including criminal
defamation, cow protection
laws that give invasive powers
to the state. This list could go
on. These laws require to be
repealed, or at any rate, need
massively more safeguards

On liberty

Tomorrow’s India needs a new Charter of Freedom. Does Congress have the courage to sign on to it?

than they currently provide.

One can also pick laws from
several other areas. These laws
are also undergirded by
institutions like the police
whose functioning needs
radical reform. Whenever these
laws are used by the state,
parties protest on a case by
case basis, reminding us what
is wrong with these laws in the
first place; they give the state
too much right to withhold our
liberty or grant it to us as an act
of noblesse oblige. There are
other significant differences
between the Congress and the
BJP. But it bears repeating that
the most chilling fact is that the
BJP has not really needed to
invent any new laws to
facilitate state control, when it
wants. If anything, irony of
ironies, in places like the
Northeast, it has positioned
itself by tempering laws like
AFSPA. At this juncture in
India’s history, it is bad faith to
say, we will comment on a case
by case basis when it suits us,
but will leave the legal structure
of state interdiction intact.

This, for example, is exactly
what is happening in the recent
use of UAPA against lawyers
and activists. Why is it
important for the Congress to
propose a new Charter of
Freedom, and articulate it in
institutional terms? First, it will
be a decisive signal that the
Congress has learnt from its
mistakes, and is willing to shed
the burden of the past. Perhaps
it was the exigencies of

Partition, but the fact is that the
Congress became
unconscionably statist when it
came to civil liberties. It started
with the debate over the First
Amendment where Jawaharlal
Nehru was on the wrong side of
history. The Congress needs to
come clean if it is to be a more
effective critic of
authoritarianism. This does not
just apply to civil liberties. It
also applies to a whole range of
other institutional spaces.
Anyone minimally acquainted
with the history of higher
education, for example, still
cannot, with a straight face,
accept the Congress’
protestations over university

autonomy.
Second, the Congress and
Rahul Gandhi are

misdiagnosing why they are
struggling. The problem is not
that they were perceived to be
anti-Hindu. The problem was
two-fold. They could not
consistently apply an individual
rights standard across
communities and ended up
making rights a competition
between communities. But the
deeper problem was the real
lack of courage when it comes
to defending civil liberties.
Rahul Gandhi’s main challenge
in projecting leadership is not
personal niceness or
generosity. He also does not
have a record of governance,
as a minister or chief minister.
He needs recourse to positions
that can show that he has
courage, the ability to lead from

the front rather than to follow.
But even with newly acquired
energy, that element of leading
from the front still remains an
open question. Has the inner
working of the party really been
reformed? If the party showed
courage and categorically came
out in favour of a new Charter
of Freedom, it would show a
courage of conviction. It would
speak to young people,
powerfully. The Punjab
“blasphemy” law episode is
disconcerting precisely for this
reason: Not only is the
Congress not batting for
freedom and creating a
dangerous precedent, it also
casts doubt on Rahul Gandhi’s
ability to bend the party
towards the arc of liberty, if
liberty is understood in
institutional terms. It is one
thing to shed an anti-Hindu
image; it is quite another to
cave in to those who want to
coddle religion, and that line is
still not bright enough in the
Congress party. Third, one of
the worries about what a
second term for Narendra Modi
might mean is articulated in
terms on what it might mean
for institutions. So, part of a
counter has to be that the
Opposition is ready for a new
institutional narrative. It will
not let a politics of fear
legitimise statism that puts
personal liberty at risk.It is
ready to say: Minimum
government, maximum
governance, as currently used,
is a hollow slogan. If minimum

government means anything,
it means the most in areas of
personal and civil liberty. The
Supreme Court has struck a
resounding blow on behalf of
freedom in Navtej Johar, and it
is to the Congress'’ credit that it
has welcomed the judgement,
and not hidden behind the
evasions and silences of the
ruling party. But the broader
defence of personal liberty, the
freedom to speak, the freedom
to choose one’s religion, what
one eats, the freedom to
protest, protection against
detention without being
charged for up to six months,
all require more robust legal
protections.

They also require, if they are
to be credible, better police
and courts, whose due
processes can make a mockery
of the best laws. It is also a
mistake to think that a strong
legal system and better
policing are only elite issues.
Quite the contrary, the poor
face the greatest brunt of their
dysfunction. More than
shibboleths on Nehru and
Gandhi, the India of tomorrow
requires a new Charter of
Freedom. Will any party serve
the cause of justice by trying to
occupy that space?

https://indianexpress.com/
article/opinion/columns/on-
liberty-bjp-congress-2019-
elections-5351307/
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Dalit word = unity, struggle & inspiration

The information and
broadcasting ministry has
issued guideline to the press
advising not to use “dalit”
word to connote Schedule
Castes. The said controversy
has erupted which of the
nature of non-productive.
The several such
controversies have become
order of the day ever since
judiciary has transgressed
it's jurisdiction. What was
the need of judicial activism
about it and it should be left
to legislatures and
executives if at all there was
such demands. A tiny
number of Dalits sometime
express that Dalit word
should be avoided and in
other than them a small
number is of same
wavelength, however, it is
not of their much interest.
For everything there is no
absolute unanimity. The
words connote the objects
but in the context of caste it
is not applicable, e.g. , even
if most beautiful and
decorative word is used for
Dalits, the moment one
utters this , the feeling of
upfront person will be same
as it was with old name.
There was a time when the
“Bhangi” word was despised
and it was negated and new
connotation “Valmiki” was
coined. Now the moment
one introduces himself as a
“Valmiki” the same image is
drawn in others mind as it
used to be. In sociology
term it is known as a process
of “Sanskritization”. In place
of “Chamaar” and
“Chuhada” new terminology
“Jatav” and “Valmiki” was
adopted but the ground
reality remain the same.
There is competition among
Dalits and OBCs to get

Gonfederation Rally ..

sanskritized, but old identity
remains intact. One can
settle out of India but caste
will migrate with him and it
lasts till death . Indians
migrated out are not free
from caste feelings and
recent studies , "Caste in the
United States," finds that
caste discrimination is
playing out in the United
States as well . The survey,
which is the first of its kind,
was commissioned by
Equality Labs, a South Asian
American human rights
startup, and includes the
experiences of about 1200
people who volunteered
their answers. The report on
the survey's results said that
two-thirds of members of
the lowest caste, called
Dalits, said they have faced
workplace discrimination
due to their caste. Forty-one
percent have experienced
discrimination in education
because of it. And a quarter
of Dalits say they've faced
physical assault — all in the
United States

In the constitution , the
concept of Schedule Caste is
used but in day to day life it
is “Dalit” word which is in
vogue. The word Schedule
Castes connotes a bunch of
castes and this phenomenon
is known as a Dalit. Some
hold the view that why
should they themselves feel
inferior? When Dalit word
got started in the use there is
no definite time and space.
Of course, origin is always
obscure. Whatever the
name Dalits adopt the
mindset of other will be the
same. There was a time
when Africans were called
“Blacks “which was
derogatory and humiliating
but with the time and space,

the consciousness arose and
they themselves started
celebrating it like “Black is

4£ Ve

]

S gl =
Dr.Udit Raj
Beautiful”. The sufferings of
dalits are old and acute as
compared to Africans and
yet awareness level of Dalit
has not reached to that level
as in the case of Blacks.
Supposing the use of the
word “Dalit” is not allowed ,
their plights will remain the
same rather it wil harm
them. The word Dalit
connotes symbol, anger,
struggle and unity. Thereis a
powerful Dalit literature and
word is found in researches,
policies and programs and
all over . This word is not
only used in politics but in
writings and journalism and
now it is a household name.
Dalits are compensated by
way of reservation in govts
jobs and education etc..This
concept has become way of
life and supposing its use is
scrapped how can one
communicate about any
caste and we have long list
of sub-castes which run in
thousands. If any injustice is
done to a particular caste of
Dalit in Kerala, through news
paper and news channel it
will be difficult to
communicate in delhi or
other states which caste he
belongs because any sub-
caste has a geographical

limitation. By discarding the
use of dalit word , the
circumstances are not going
to be different. Supposing a
Brahmin (Shukla) is
addressed with name like
Bhangi or pasi , the same
terminology “Bhangi “will
become dignity and
empowering.

Dalits and OBCs are
caught in the whirlpool to
get their names
Sanskritized, but they must
know that it will not help
them .On the contrary, each
caste should use it's non-
sanskritized name which will
ensure confidence, unity and
struggle. It is empirical that
the people who openly use
their caste like Paasi or dhobi
and khatik , the upfront
person of upper caste gets
demoralised and starts
looking hither and thither .
Why the so called upper
caste get shock with such
introduction like Ahir,
Gadaeria, Kumhaar? If said
with confidence. It is open to

experiment but only
confident person has to do it
. The use of Dalit word is not
limited to India but has
become global. There is no
substitute of Dalit word. It's
our cultural heritage that we
believe in goody goody , not
in dissection. The boil in the
body filled with the pus
cannot be cured by applying
the oint but it needs surgery.
Why and how have they
been discriminated and
exploited , it needs to be
studied in the depth so that
other than Dalits can know
the cause for reservation
and positive discrimination
in their favour. If there is
heart burning and jealousy
in other sections of society
by seeing the preference
given to Dalits, it is also due
to ignorance about their
past sufferings. Word is not
reality but fact . Dalits
should follow the footsteps
of Africans.
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contribution regularly.

(Appeal to the Reeaders’

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the

‘Justice

Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/-
One Year : Rs. 150/-

3" December 2018
mlila Maidan, New Delhi

The Mega rally of All India Confederation of SC/ST Organization (Parisangh) has been finalized for 3
December 2018 at 10 AM at the Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi (Near New Delhi railway Station) on the issue of
Reservation and other matters related to SC/ST. If after the increasing atrocities against the SC/STs we still remain
quiet, then nobody can save our rights. The reason behind such atrocities can also be like our test of patience. All
the stakeholder are requested to start preparing for this rally and make it successful. All India Confederation of
SC/ST will provide all the related promotion material and instructions via "Voice of Buddha" and other means.
All those travelling via train shall make their reservations immediately. All State Presidents of those states whose
state level meetings have not been conducted shall organize such meeting immediately. Where ever required, 1
will also attend the same.

To stay updated about the news of this rally, like the facebook page at www.facebook.com/aiparisangh,
follow us on twitter @aiparisangh and youtube at "aiparisangh" and vist our website at
www.aiparisangh.com. To get more information call Sumit at 9868978306.
Dr.Udit Raj, (Ex. IRS) National Chairman

@ AlParisangh® AlParisanghi& 9899766443 & parisangh1997@gmail.com F1 All India Parisangh && www.aiparisangh.com
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03" December,
2018

Monday, at 10 AM

Ramlila Grogind®MNewabelhi

Join in large number to make the Rally successful

By: Devi Singh Rana, Om Prakash Singhmar, Parmendra, Girish Chandra Pathre, Satya Narayan, Savita
Kadiyan Panwar, Sanjay Raj, Rajen Hijam, Samuel Massey, Aditya Kumar Naveen (Delhi), Sushil Kamal,
Neeraj Chak, Raj Kumar (UP), Siddharth Bhojane, Deepak Tabhane, Sanjay Kamble (Maharashtra), S.P.
Jarawata, Vishwanath, Satyawan Bhatia, Mahasingh Bhurania, (Haryana), Tarshem Singh Gharu, Rohit
Sonkar (Punjab), Maniram Badgurjar, Pancham Ram, Vishram Meena, M. L. Rasu, Mukesh Meena
(Rajasthan), Babu Singh, Vijay Raj Ahirwar (Uttarakhand), Alekh Malik, D.K Behera (Orissa), Paramhans
Prasad, Vipin Toppo, Narendra Chaudhary (M.P.), Ramubhai Vaghela, Utpal Kulkarni (Gujarat), S
Karuppaiah, P. N. Perumal (Tamil Nadu), Raman Bala Krishnan (Kerala), Madhu Chandra (Manipur), K
Maheshwar Raj, Prakash Rathore (Telangana), Palteti Penta Rao (Andhra Pradesh), Harsh Meshram,
Pradeep Sukhdeve (Ch.), P. Bala, Sadan Naskar, Subrata Batul (West Bengal) Madhusudan Kumar,
Welfrid Kerketta (Jharkhand), R.K. Kalsotra, B.L. Bhardwaj (J&K), Madan Ram, Sheodhar Paswan, Shiv
Pujan (Bihar), J. Srinivasulu, R. Raja Segaran, Thippesh, P.Sankara Doss (Karnataka), Sitaram Bansal
(H.P.), Pradeep Basfore, Jai Karan (Assam), C.B. Subba (Sikkim) , Prakash Chandra Biswas (Tripura)

Corres.: T-22 Atul Grove Road, Connaught Place. New Delhi -110001 Ph.No. 011-23354841/42, Mob.: 9868978306, Fax : 011-23354843
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3" December 2018
mlila Maidan, New Delhi

The Mega rally of All India Confederation of SC/ST Organization (Parisangh) has been finalized for 3"
* December 2018 at 10 AM at the Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi (Near New Delhi railway Station) on the issue of

Reservation and other matters related to SC/ST. If after the increasing atrocities against the SC/STs we still remain

" quiet, then nobody can save our rights. The reason behind such atrocities can also be like our test of patience. All

the stakeholder are requested to start preparing for this rally and make it successful. All India Confederation of
SC/ST will provide all the related promotion material and instructions via "Voice of Buddha" and other means.
All those travelling via train shall make their reservations immediately. All State Presidents of those states whose

. state level meetings have not been conducted shall organize such meeting immediately. Where ever required, I
« will also attend the same.
¢ To stay updated about the news of this rally, like the facebook page at www.facebook.com/aiparisangh,
¢ follow us on twitter @aiparisangh and youtube at "aiparisangh" and vist our website at

www.aiparisangh.com. To get more information call Sumit at 9868978306.

Dr.Udit Raj, (Ex. IRS) National Chairman

t & AlParisangh® AlParisanghiz 9899766443 & parisangh1997@gmail.com P All India Parisangh £ www.aiparisangh.com
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(Appeal to the Reeaders’

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the
contribution regularly.

Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/-
One Year : Rs. 150/-
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