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SC collegium recommending 'incompetent’ lawyers: Judge

KOCHI: Justice B Kemal
Pasha of Kerala high court on
Thursday lashed out at the
Supreme Court collegium for
recommending the names of
“incompetent” lawyers for
appointment as judges.

Addressing the court
reference held in connection
with his retirement, Justice
Pasha said, “Appointment of
judges is not a family property
of someone to be partitioned. I
do not believe that judgeship

should be allotted to each and
every religion, caste or sub-
caste. I learn from media that
some names from the bar have
been recommended for
elevation. If the names given
by the media are correct, I can
very well say that most of the
judges of this court, including
me, have no good fortune to
even see the faces of some of
those persons. Is it good for
the judiciary?”

The judge said picking and

choosing people who are not at
all competent to be judges and
to recommend them for
elevation will point fingers at
the system. “A judge is being
considered as a minister of this
temple of justice. The duty to
impart justice is nothing but a
divine function also. When
persons who have to perform
divine functions are to be
selected, they should have the
capacity for it,” Justice Pasha
said.

He called upon the bar to
react whenever incidents
“hurting its good name”
happened. He said hurdles are
created by extra-judicial
forces, and sometimes from
within the system. "“...I
earnestly believe that the
brethren in the bar have to take
up issues and react to it, if it is
felt that there is any substance
to it, so that it will have a
cleansing effect. I recollect that
the Bombay bar had come

down heavily and reacted
strongly when they could
realise that certain judges
were indulging in corruption,”
he said.

https://timesofindia.i
ndiatimes.com/india/sc-
collegium-recommending-
incompetent-lawyers-
judge/articleshow/64311211.
cms
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The More India’'s Elite Claims to Be Caste-Mukt,

the Less We Should Believe Them

The last few weeks have seen the most venomous, militant, blatant and intransigent display of casteism by internet and tech savvy upper-castes on social media.

Ashwini Deshpande

On April 2, India saw a vicious
and malignant display of
casteism, with a million instances
of confirmation that caste is a
living reality of 21st-century
globalising India, no hangover
from the past, and not at all a
quaint rural relic. I am not
referring to the protests against
the dilution of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act that
shook the country, but to the most
venomous, militant, blatant and
intransigent display of casteism
by internet and tech savvy upper-
castes on social media.
WhatsApp, Twitter and Facebook
continue to erupt in a frenzy of
open hatred against Dalits and
the reservation policy, not only in
vernacular languages, but also in
English. This is proof, if ever any
was needed, of how caste
consciousness is very much (also)
a contemporary urban mindset,
firmly ensconced in the minds of
the so-called modern, globalised
elite, who fail to see the irony in
declaring that caste does not
matter any more, claim
themselves to be free of caste, yet
unhesitatingly perpetrate
completely fact-free caste
prejudices and discriminatory
stereotypes as immutable truths.

I got a virtual treasure trove
of these messages on various
platforms, which were mind-
numbing in their blindness to the
actuality, and were in
comprehensive disregard to any
known fact about the reality of
Dalit-Adivasi lives. In complete
contrast to the overwhelming
evidence — that overall, Dalits are
disproportionately mired in
poverty, battle stigma and
humiliation on a routine basis,
face extreme violence and

discrimination, and struggle to
break the silence imposed by
marginality and prejudice — the
material in circulation depicted
them, both pictorially and through
words, as wallowing in state-
sponsored luxuries, living a
charmed and carefree life of
idleness.

Reservation in this blinkered
mindset is seen not as
compensatory discrimination, not
as an instrument to redress caste-
based inequalities and to level the
playing field somewhat, but as a
policy that renders unfair an
otherwise fair and just social
order. It would be too much to ask
if this highly caste-conscious elite
ever bothered to look for any
evidence on the actual working of
reservation. Do they know that
there is no evidence that it lowers
efficiency, and plenty of evidence
that, in fact, the benefits of
reservation are greater than its
costs? One of the messages was
so over the top that it puts the
claims of the achievements of
Vedic science to shame. It went
like this.

“Excerpts from a
conversation with a SC/ST (sic)
young man standing at a paan
shop: why don't you earn a living?
He said, why should I? I said, get
married. I am married. How?
Through the Chief Minister
Kanyadan Scheme. Then earn for
your children, I said. I get free
childbirth through the Janani
Suraksha Yojana, plus Rs. 1400.
Earn for your children's education,
then? Oh, they get free schooling,
uniforms, books, and meals. My
son is in college; he gets a
scholarship because we are BPL,
so we live very comfortably. I
asked, but how do you actually
manage your expenses? My

younger daughter just got a
bicycle, son got a laptop, parents
get old-age pension, and we get
wheat and rice for Rs. 1 per kilo.
Irritated, I said, at least earn to be
able to send your parents on a
pilgrimage! Oh, they have already
visited two (of the four) dhams
through the Chief Minister
Pilgrimage Scheme. But don't you
need money for their last rites? I
can cremate them for Rs. 1 at the
electric crematorium.
Exasperated, I said, at least earn
to save for your children's
marriage! He smiled, and said,
they will get married the same
way I did!”

This imaginary conversation,
which goes on to describe this
young man as a squatter on
government land who takes a
concessionary loan, builds a
house, sells it and buys more land,
is one of the more benign ones
doing the WhatsApp rounds.
Carried away by their enthusiasm,
the creators of these messages
decided to invent schemes that
either don't exist or are not caste-
specific (for instance, the
pilgrimage scheme initiated by the
Samajwadi Party government in
UP, which Adityanath recently
scrapped, was meant for all senior
citizens regardless of caste or
religion).

These messages are
frightening not only because of
the complete absence of truth,
but more because well-educated
professionals, including doctors,
lawyers, chartered accountants
and army captains, have been
circulating them. These
individuals occupy positions that
enable them to take decisions
affecting the lives of countless
Indians, less privileged than
themselves. I asked an army

captain, who claimed that Dalits
were the most privileged and
Brahmins the least so in
contemporary India, to choose
any one area of privilege and show
me evidence to prove his point.
Within minutes came his reply,
“They are not there because of
their low IQ". And as far as stigma
is concerned, “They thrive in it”,
and in his esteemed view, “STs are
better because they come from a
different racial stock”. He adopted
the classic shifting goalpost style
of argument. When asked to
prove Dalit privilege, he retorted
by claiming they didn't deserve it,
thereby unwittingly admitting that
they were not privileged.

An overwhelming number of
these messages are about the
unfairness of the reservation
policy as it spells the death of
merit. Very conveniently,
donation-based entry,
management quotas, hereditary
reservations in business houses
and network-based job allocations
are not discussed because these
benefit PLUs (people like us). In
this Manusmriti-driven mindset,
any example of a rich Dalit is seen
as an affront to a just social order
— several messages bemoan the
personal wealth of Mayawati,
Mallikarjun Kharge and Ram Vilas
Paswan. Finally, virtually all the
messages proudly claim that they
support reservation on economic
grounds. Really? We now have a
wealth of evidence that reveals
the dark and ugly underbelly of
the privileged elite — the
obnoxious and distasteful
behaviour of rich parents towards
children admitted to private
schools on the economically
weaker sections quota, which is
not caste-based. This sewage of
open hatred shows that the

opposition to reservations or to
the PoA Act is a fig leaf. The real
problem is that there is churning
and upheaval in the centuries-old
caste hierarchy. Reservations
have created an educated and
aware Dalit middle class that is
vocal, active, articulate and
demanding a just and humane
society. Far too many upper-
caste, “liberal” Indians feel
threatened, don't like it and feel it
is time to reassert their place in
the caste hierarchy. Upper-caste
India is not caste-mukt, and has

no desire to be.

Postscript
The bandh called by the Dalit
organisations against the dilution
of the PoA Act was countered by
another one on April 10
demanding the abolition of caste-
based reservations. This shows
the real intent of those who
declare from rooftops that caste is
dead: withdraw every policy that
might possibly offer a level-
playing field to Dalits. In the
meanwhile, the Haryana
government can show us the true
face of “casteless” India for
school admission, by saying
students should write if their
parents are in “unclean”
occupations. Groups opposed to
reservations find that asking
people to check boxes of SC/ST
etc. solidifies caste boundaries.
Did anyone hear any protest
marches by “youth for equality”
declaring that no occupation is
unclean? Make no mistake. The
real agenda is to kick away the
ladder, so that those who are at
the bottom of the hierarchy stay
there, and the vicious casteist
social media posts are its ugly

warning signs.
https://thewire.in/boo
ks/review-who-moved-my-waste
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Job growth or number jugglery

The problem is under-employment. It won't be resolved if the residually-employed are notionally shifted from the informal to formal sector.

Written by Arun Kumar

In an article in January,
Soumya Kanti Ghosh and Pulak
Ghosh (Ghosh and Ghosh) claimed
that seven million new jobs have
been created in the formal sector.
Their claim is based on the increase
in registration under the Employees
Provident Fund (EPFO), National
Pension Scheme and Employees
State Insurance Corporation. The
government and the ruling party
are now widely quoting this figure.
In a column in this paper ('Robust
job growth, not fake news," IE, April
28), Surjit Bhalla has, by and large,
endorsed this study. The Niti Aayog
vice chairperson has discounted
these figures slightly but added that
36 million jobs have perhaps been
created by the Mudra Scheme and
via self-employment in enterprises
such as those pertaining to taxi
aggregation and e-commerce.

This runs counter to the
impression that the shocks of
demonetisation and
implementation of GST resulted in
the loss of many jobs. There were
reports of retrenchment of workers
and workers migrating from urban
to rural areas to seek employment
under MGNREGS, and youngsters
not getting jobs commensurate to
their skills. With no social security,
few in India can afford to remain
unemployed. Many who do not get
formal employment often have no

option but to carry headload or push
carts. Hence, the issue at stake is
under-employment. This author has
been arguing for long that the
sector in which a person is
employed, formal or informal,
matters much in reckoning
employment figures. If there is an
increase of seven million jobs, has
there been a corresponding decline
in informal sector jobs? If taxi
aggregators are offering jobs, are
these at the expense of traditional
taxi drivers and private chauffeurs?
Seven million new jobs on a base of
about 50 million in the formal sector
would represent a growth of 14 per
cent. Is this likely when the
economy's growth rate plummeted
after demonetisation and
implementation of GST?

Why have the EPF
registrations shown a sharp
increase? There are two
possibilities. One, this is a one off
increase due to special reasons.
Second, it is a trend. But then how
come the total employment in the
formal sector is only 50 million?
With a 14 per cent growth rate,
employment would double in 5.2
years. Public sector employment
has been stagnant at about 20
million. So, the increase of seven
million would have taken place
largely in the private formal sector.
This would give a growth rate of
about 23 per cent with employment

doubling in 3.5 years, and there
would be no dearth of decent jobs
for the young. Two factors could
explain the rise in EPFO registration.
First, earlier only employers who
had more than 20 employees on
their rolls were required to register
under the EPFO. In 2016, this was
changed to employers employing
more than 10 employees. Since in
India, most firms employ less than
20 employees, the numbers of
those eligible for enrolment would
have shot up. So, this is just a
definitional shift from informal to
formal employment and does not
represent an increase in total
employment.

The second factor is
stated in the Union Budget 2018-
19. The government has been
encouraging enrolment in the
Employee Provident Find since the
last three years. It has offered
concessions like, “Contribution of
8.33 per cent of Employee
Provident Fund (EPF) for new
employees by the Government for
three years”. It has also promised,
“Contribution of 12 per cent of EPF
for new employees for three years
by the Government in sectors
employing large number of people
like textile, leather and footwear”.
Other concessions include,
“additional deduction to the
employers of 30 per cent of the
wages paid for new employees

under the Income Tax Act”. These
concessions have now been
extended for another three years.
Thus, it would be highly profitable
to the firms to employ new
employees and register them under
EPF.

The organised sector is
not hiring people directly. It has,
increasingly, preferred to get labour
on contract. It is likely that such
contract labour from the
unorganised sector is getting
registered under the EPF due to the
concessions offered by the
government. Since the concessions
are for new employees, it is possible
that the older employees are being
replaced by newer ones and being
enrolled. If the older employees
remain on the EPF rolls, then the
number would just increase without
new employment. Many analysts
point to the lacunae in the EPF data.
Ghosh and Ghosh do claim to have
adjusted for them. But how
successfully can this be done? It is
claimed that those being counted
are under 25; they are first timers at
work. Most of the poor drop out of
school before they reach Class 12
and start working. Only about 26
per cent of the relevant age group
(18-25) are enrolled in higher
education. Rest join the workforce,
starting at the age of 15 — even
earlier. Fifteen years back, about 22
million were added to the

population and would now be
potential job seekers. But, if those
who go for higher education and 75
per cent of the women are removed
from this number, the job seekers
today would be about 12 million
unskilled and another three million
with higher degrees. Most of these
15 million are employed in the
unorganised sector, though some
work indirectly for the organised
sector. They may now be getting
counted under the new scheme.
The huge expansion of
employment under Mudra Scheme
claimed by the Niti Aayog vice-
chairperson is unlikely given that
the average size of the loan under
this scheme is Rs 45,000. An
average micro unit employs 1.7
persons with a capital of less than
Rs 25 lakh. The loan may
strengthen the capital base of the
unit but would hardly generate any
new jobs. The issue is not whether
new employment is rapidly rising
but where the vast majority of the
residually-employed are being
counted — in the formal or the
informal sector. That requires a
careful study.
http://indianexpress.co
m/article/opinion/columns/narend
ra-modi-govt-indian-economy-
demonetisation-gst-job-loss-
unemployment-5178184/
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India never had a golden age

'Interview with Prof.
D.N. Jha, historian. By ZIYA
US SALAM

LONG before many
historians called the Hindutva
forces' bluff with respect to
Indian history, Professor D.N.
Jha had talked about the not-
so-divine status of the cow in
the Hindu religion. Basing his
argument largely on scriptures,
he came up with The Myth of
the Holy Cow. Hindutva outfits
panned the book but could not
dispute the words of the holy
texts he quoted. Jha stood his
ground, and the cow began to
be seen as a political rather
than divine animal. “The bull
rather than the cow deserved a
divine status,” he argued,
saying that there have been
temples dedicated to Nandi.

For the past few years,
the soft-spoken academic has
been waging another battle:
safeguarding India's pluralist
past. Be it raising his voice
against atrocities inflicted on
minorities and Dalits or
exposing the shallowness of
the Bharat Mata ki Jai slogan,
Jha's arguments are rooted in
history. He has argued that the
way forward is not through a
slogan like Bharat Mata ki Jai
but Jai Hind, not through
Brahmanical superiority but
egalitarianism. He disagrees
with any notion of a mythical
golden age in Indian history,
arguing that kings, whatever
their religion, have always
waged battles for political
superiority.

In his latest book,
Against the Grain, released
recently, he continues his battle
for writing history right.

Excerpts from an
interview:

The Constitution says
“India that is Bharat”, yet
there was no concept of
Bharat as a cohesive nation
for the longest time. How
do you explain this
anomaly? Also, with the
given history, how honest
is it to make a slogan like
Bharat Mata ki Jai the
benchmark of nationalism?

It is true that Bharata as
a country evolved over a long
time. It does not occur in the
entire corpus of the Vedic texts,
though the Bharat tribe is
mentioned in some of them.
The first mention of Bharata in
the territorial sense is found in
an inscription of the Kalinga
king Kharavela (1st century
BCE), but in later Sanskrit texts
(which I have consulted)
wherever it is mentioned, its
geographical connotation
remains, by and large,
ambiguous. It is only in the late
19th century that Bharata
came to denote the whole of
India as we have it today. This
coincided with the rise of
Indian nationalism, but,
curiously, it now appeared as a
mother. The earlier Bharata
morphed into Bharata Matain a
song of Dwijendra Lal Roy

(1863-1913) and she figures as
such prominently in several
other late 19th century works,
including Anand Math of
Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyaya. This change
of gender—Bharata becoming a
Mata (mother)—may be a
theme of the nationalist
discourse among specialists,
but it is strange that Queen
Victoria was visualised as a
guardian of Mother India.
Equally curious is the depiction
of India as Lady Hind holding
the flag of the British Empire
jointly with Britannica in
cartoons published in the Hindi
Punch as early as 1904. So a
non-specialist may ask himself,
what kind of nationalism was
this? Historically, Bharata Mata
is hardly a century and a
quarter old; her contemporary,
gau mata, is almost the same
age. Recently, the Madhya
Pradesh government created
another Mata, Rashtramata,
out of Malik Muhammad
Jayasi's “Padmavati”. So I am
confused which of these Matas
could become the benchmark
of Indian nationalism. I would,
therefore, prefer Jai Hind over
Bharata Mata.

Prominent
travellers to India,
including Francois Bernier
and Johann Gottfried von
Herder, refer to mild-
natured Hindus, those who
assimilated what they
could, made space for
everyone. Yet we have
Alberuni's distinctly
different account. When
exactly do we notice a
change from Hindus being
gentle people to those who
considered foreigners
impure or mlechha? If the
tolerant tag is well
deserved, how does one
explain the Brahmanical
hostility to Buddhism?

I would say that both
views are largely correct. When
Alberuni (973-1048) wrote
about the intolerance,
haughtiness and conceit of
Hindus, conflict between
Brahmanism and Shramanic
religions (Buddhism and
Jainism, especially the former)
was at its peak; Buddhism was
on the verge of being driven out
of the country as appears from
the sustained Brahmanical
assault on Buddhist
establishments.

In fact, Brahmanical
intolerance of other religions is
amply attested by our sources,
and you are right in saying that
Brahmins treated foreigners as
mlecchas. It is possible that
Alberuni may have made his
statement against this
background of antagonism
between Brahmanical and non-
Brahmanical religions.

But at the time when
foreigners like Francois Bernier
(1620-1688) and others wrote
about India, the religious
scenario was different: there
was no religious rivalry

between Brahmanism and
Shramanism; Buddhism had
almost disappeared from the
country of its birth and had
settled outside India; even the
contradiction between
Hinduism and Islam was not
very sharp.

Also, one has to keep
in mind that alongside the long
history of sectarian conflict
within Brahmanism and its
antagonism towards other
religions, there is, in India, an
equally long history of the
coexistence of religions, and of
mutual borrowings among
them. This syncretism is an
important feature of India's
religious history. And despite
the much-trumpeted conflict
between Hinduism and Islam,
even these two religions
borrowed much from each
other. An example of mutual
borrowing between the two
religions that comes readily to
mind is the identification of the
cult of the Muslim Satya Pir with
that of the Satyanarayan Puja,
prevalent in Bengal and
adjoining regions. So it is likely
that Bernier and other
foreigners took notice of this
kind of long syncretic tradition
of India and spoke of tolerant
Hinduism.

Inrecent times, we
have had the exclusive and
exclusionist leanings of
Dayananda Saraswati and
Ramakrishna
Paramahansa being readily
accepted. Is that the way
forward?

No, I don't think so.
Dayananda Saraswati founded
the Arya Samaj in 1875; the
same year he wrote a book
called Satyarth Prakash whose
last two chapters are devoted
entirely to the denunciation of
Christianity and Islam. Nor are
the teachings of Ramakrishna
acceptable as a way forward.
His ardent and most prominent
disciple, Vivekananda (1863-
1902), who founded the
Ramakrishna Mission in 1897
for the promotion and
propagation of Advaita
Vedanta, spoke of religious
tolerance but spewed venom
against Islam as is indicated by
the statement that “from Pacific
to the Atlantic for five hundred
years blood ran all over the
world.. that is
Mohammadanism?”
(Shakespeare Club of
Pasadena, California, February
3, 1900). Given these facts, the
ideas of neither of the two
“great” spiritual masters are
acceptable. Moreover, as we
are aware, their ideas are
feeding into Hindutva which in
everyday life these days means
lynching of Muslims and Dalits,
attacks on mosques and
churches, horrendous crimes
against women, etc.

The best way forward,
therefore, is to leave the people
to themselves. Every individual
should be allowed to practise
the religion of his choice

without the direct or indirect
interference of the state as
guaranteed by our Constitution.

Intherun-up tothe
Karnataka Assembly
elections, we have had a
unique case of the State
government deciding to
confer on Lingayats the
status of a distinct religious
community. How well
founded in history is the
claim or the decision?

I would not like to
discuss the electoral politics of
Karnataka; I leave that to
political commentators. But so
far as the Lingayats are
concerned it is well known that
their emergence as a major
religious force in north-western
Karnataka took place around
the 12th century. Basavanna
contributed greatly to their
movement, which differed from
orthodox Hinduism in many
ways. It was anti-Brahmanical,
anti-caste and anti-Vedic; its
followers, both men and
women, wear a linga (which
they call ishtalinga) on their
body and do not bother about
the worship of an idol in a
temple. Given this background
of Lingayats, I feel there is
some substance in recognising
them as a separate religious
community.

With the
advancement of aggressive
Hindutva, we have had a
number of Dalits, and even
leaders like Mayawati,
threatening to convert to
Buddhism. Is it not a
reverse flow of events? I
ask this because in history
we have instances of the
victorious king imposing
his faith on the vanquished.
Like the Pandian king of
Madurai, a practitioner of
Jain faith, being forced to
convert to Saivism.

The legend of the
Pandian king has been
extensively written about and
scholars have questioned its
authenticity. But so far as the
conversion of Dalits is
concerned, I would to like to
say that their mass conversion
to Buddhism or even to Islam
has been caused largely by the
inequities of the Indian caste
system, which is defended by
Hindutva ideologues. In this
context, it is worthwhile
remembering the conversion of
Babasaheb Ambedkar to
Buddhism, in 1956, along with
nearly half a million
“untouchables”.

In “Against the
Grain”, you refer to
Hindutva ideologues who
look at ancient India as
some kind of a mythical
golden age, a time when
there was social harmony,
economic prosperity, etc.
How well founded is the
claim?

During the freedom
struggle, Indian historians
indulged in an uncritical
glorification of pre-Islamic

India: the Indian state was
described as a constitutional
monarchy; tribal oligarchies
were equated with Athenian
democracy; the village
assemblies (sabhas) in south
India were portrayed as little
democracies; the period of the
Gupta rulers was treated as the
golden age when the Indian
people were happy and
prosperous and lived in peace
and harmony. This picture of
ancient India supplied an
ideological support to freedom
fighters; but after India's
Independence it served no
such purpose though the
Hindutva ideologues have
clung on to these ideas, and,
inspired by them, even our
Prime Minister has made
laughable statements about
the Indian past on several
occasions. But a scientific
analysis of our sources amply
proves that at no stage in
history the common people of
India witnessed a truly golden
age. The history of India, like
that of any other country, has
been a story of social
inequities, exploitation of the
common people, religious
conflict, and so on. The idea of
a golden age has always been
abused, in India as well as in
other countries.

Even as the fight
over the Babri Masjid goes
on and on, we know that
some Buddhist structures
were not left untouched by
revivalist Hindu kings. For
instance, Hindu temples in
Nalanda university. If so, is
it true that our entire
history has been a game of
“mightisright”?

What you describe as
“might is right” may be true at
one level. But that is also an
oversimplification. It may not
have been the king who always
played a role in case of religious
confrontation. The Babri Masjid
was demolished with the
connivance of the Indian state.
In history, the adherents of one
religion may have played a
prominent role in attacking the
religious establishments of
other religions that they
perceived as their rivals.

The reason for this
may have been rooted in
deeper historical processes and
one can't argue that so and so
king imposed his religion on
others. For example, when we
speak of the Brahmanical
assault on Buddhism, it will
have to be seen against the
background of the doctrinal
changes in Buddhism and
Brahmanism, as well as in their
changing social and material
context, their social base and
their source of patronage, etc.

http://www.frontline.
in/arts-and -
culture/literature/india-never-
had-a-golden-
age/article10108362.ece?hom
epage=true
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Why Rajkot lynching is no big surprise — in India,

certain castes,

Why Mukesh Sawiji
Vania was lynched? Because
he was a Dalit. He was killed
in Rajkot, Gujarat. There
have been series of such
gruesome incidents not only
in Gujarat but in other parts
as well. Till 1980s and 1990s
there was a hope that caste
will wither away with the
pace of education and
urbanization. If Africans
were discriminated there is
some reason to understand
that the colour of Africans is
different from rest of the
world. In our case, we have
been living on this land for
thousand years. Why the
caste feeling is so deep
rooted? Caste is like an
insurance company where
without paying a premium
certain privileges are
reserved like marriage,
progeny, social-cultural
needs, security, socialization
etc. It's survival is strongly
backed by Theory of Karma.

Why the caste is not
withering away? The main
reason is that social-cultural
revolutions has not
happened here like in other
countries for example
Europe has seen reforms
after reforms. Whenever
Dalits are discriminated,
buck is passed on to the
Government and gets
related to law and order.
Then very conveniently the

opposition shirks the
responsibility to annihilate it
and when the same party
comes into power they too
do not have any agenda to
fight this menace. For vote
bank, political leaders
support to strengthen the
caste system. We borrowed
the governance system from
Europe where the
Democracy evolved but we
faulted in the beginning not
taking up the caste issue and
blindly followed the welfare
programs of those
governments. The caste was
never in the agenda of
political parties to break it,
rather they used it
mercilessly for various gains.
There is no hope in the future
also to get it annihilated and
now it has started
transgressing the boundary
of India also. There has been
much of debate in Britain
parliament to fight it. In
many countries debates are
going on that they have to
make new legislation to fight
the caste discrimination.
There have been enough
discourses at Human Right
Commission in UN and even
in US Senate. One can die or
go out of India, caste will
remain with. In a recent
study in March, 2018 in the
US it was reported that 52%
Dalits and 27% backwards
face caste discrimination.
Soundararajan and Maari

not caste itself, get killed

Zwick-Maitreyi, who co-
authored the report, worked
with various Ambedkarite
organisations in the United
States over eight months to
create and disseminate the
online survey. The report was
released by American
philosopher Dr. Cornel West,
one of the first people to
teach B.R. Ambedkar's work
at Harvard University 20
years ago.

Having been
subjugated by foreigners for
millennia and still we have
not realized that how much
harm has been done to this
country. India has seen
defeat after defeat in the
hands of foreigners not on
the account of their strength
and weaponries but due to
internal social segregation.
Each caste was made to be
conscious of it's occupation
no matter who is ruling them.
Reasons for defeat have
been conveniently
undermined and at different
time and space, reasons
differ for debacles that some
time horses and elephants
betrayed, and on other time
rival Kings and Feudals
joined hands with invaders,
poor weapons were also
causes and back stabbing
and tracery were common
factor. Supposing all these
reasons were present but
how could handful foreigners

stay and rule for long if the
common masses did not
cooperate with them or they
remained neutral. So called
lower caste comprising 85%
of population were rather
happy under the foreign
regime as they had been
discriminated by our own
people. So much of losses
the nation has suffered due
to caste system. A study is
needed to be conducted that
how much litigations in the
courts are locked up due to
caste rivalry and it may be
around 50%. There is a huge
wastage of resources and
governance on account of
caste system. And so called
upper caste feel inferior to
mingle their sweat and
labour in production. The
best of the talents from
entire population are not
pooled in excelling the
various fields like education,
research, innovation and
sports etc. Those who
worked in tanneries and iron
etc were never given
importance as technicians or
technocrats as a result no
advancement was done in
subjects like metallurgy, civil
and mechanical engineering
etc. Had these people been
given dignity they would
have developed subjects and
technology in their own fields
and India would not have
borrowed from outside.

The caste does not
seem to die soon. In a
developed state like Gujarat
an experience of Deepak
Patel from Ahmedabad
reinforces that it will stay. He
is a Dalit but writes surname
Patel. When he tried to buy a
flat in Neelkanth society,
Shahi Baagh, Ahmedabad, it
was denied when his identity
as a Dalit was revealed.
Deepak Patel again tried to
buy house in Mahavir hills,
Gandhi Nagar, Gujarat, again
he met the same fate as
before. The day the real
patriotic feeling in India like
in other societies dawns,
caste will start to break.
Mainly lower castes try to
break it but those who rule
the root in all fields, do not
seem serious to annihilate it.
When people have such
strong attachment for the
caste, then the national
interest becomes secondary.
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