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Canadas Prime Minister apologized for
Komagata Maru, when will Sikh Jathedars
apologize for Jallianwala Baghmassacre?

ustin Trudeau, Canada's
Prime Minister, on 11th
April 2016 said, “next
month, I will rise in the
House to offer an apology to
Sikhs for the Komagata
Maru incident.” Komagata
Maru was ship that sailed
from Hong Kong to
Vancouver in 1914, carrying
376 people, mostly Sikhs,
were denied entry to
Canada. Ship had to return
to Calcutta, where a few
people were shot dead by
British and rest were jailed.
So, almost 100
years later, Prime Minister of
Canada has offered apology.
World War — I ended in
November 1918 and people
from Punjab who fought in
that war (mostly from lower
castes) came back to
homes. They decided to pay
homage, say thanks, offer
prayers at Golden Temple,
Amritsar for keeping them
alive at World War-I. These
lower caste people were
stopped by Sikh Jathedars
(clergy) from entering the
Golden Temple.

Did you know?

Till 1320, Dalits"/Untouchables'
Prasad/Religious offerin
wasn't accepted at the Dargar
Saheb/Golden Temple and no
ardas/prayer was dong on the
name of Dalits/untouchables.

{Reference: The Heritage of
Amritsar’ by . 8. Johar)

As described by
Dalit writer, Gurnam Singh
Muktsar, to protest this
inhuman behavior and not
letting lower castes to enter
Golden Temple, lower
castes (Dalits) decided to
gather at Jallianwala Bagh
and stage a protest against
caste discrimination.

Sikh Jathedars
could not digest that Dalits
organising protests for
equal rights. At that time,
head of Golden Temple was
Giani Arur Singh,
grandfather ofSimranjit
Singh Mann who is
president of the Shiromani
Akali Dal.

On 13th April, 1919
when Dalits were protesting
against the inhuman
behavior of Sikh leaders, on
the directions of Jathedar
Arur Singh, General
O'Dwyer opened fire on
people who were protesting
atJallianwala Bagh. 1In
Jallianwala Bagh massacre
thousands of people died.

Later, Jathedar Arur

Singh invited General

O'Dwyer to Golden Temple
and honored him not only
with Siropa but also offered
him Turban and Kirpan.
Jathedars even declared him
a true Sikh despite O'Dwyer
being a smoker! (In Sikhism
smoking isn't allowed.)

Since then, every
year people gather at
Jallianwala Bagh and Sikh
leaders give lengthy
speeches. It's almost 100
years since Jallianwala Bagh
massacre, where 1000s of
lower caste people were
butchered. No apology has
even been issued from
Golden Temple
management nor a decision
to honor General O'Dwyer
been revoked. Sikhs are
happy with Canada's Prime
Minister apologizing
forKomagata Maru. I would
ask when Sikh Jathedars
(Golden Temple
Management) will apologize
for Jallianwala Bagh
massacre?

www.drambedkarbooks.com
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Buddha Purnima: Ancient Buddhist city Iin
Afghanistan could be destroyed by copper mining

2,000-year-old Buddhist

city, Mes Aynak in
Afghanistan, rich in stupas,
shrines and monuments could
be razed to the ground if a
Chinese mining company is
allowed to prospect for huge
copper reserves on which the
city sits.

The massive 500,000
square metre area straddling a
5,000-year-old Bronze Age
settlement sat on what was
once the cultural crossroad
linking Asia to the
Mediterranean.

An estimated $100bn
(£66bn) worth of copper lies
locked within Mes Aynak.

Around 600 Ilarge
Buddha statues, and frescoes
showing scenes from the life of
the Buddha, have been
unearthed to date, but the site
is enormous and many more
treasures are expected to be
buried beneath.

"Some believe future
discoveries at the site have the

-
potential to redefine the
history of Afghanistan and the
history of Buddhism itself,"
reports Saving Mes Aynak.

The Afghanistan
government and a Chinese
state-owned mining company,
the China Metallurgical Group
Corporation, plan to mine the
area. To reach the deposit, the
site along with six surrounding
villages have to be destroyed,
reports Popular Archaeology.

The company plans to
use open-pit mining, which is

one of the most
environmentally destructive
style of mining that often
leaves behind a trail of
destruction, including erosion,
tailings, groundwater
contamination by chemicals,
etc.

Afghan archaeologist
Qadi Temori and American
documentary film director

Brent Huffman are working to
raise international pressure on
the company and the
Afghanistan government in a
bid to buy more time for
archaeologists to retrieve and
preserve the monuments
before the site is destroyed.

The Saving Mes Aynak
team has launched a
crowdfunding campaign on
Indiegogo.

The campaign hopes to
persuade Afghanistan
President Mohammad Ashraf
Ghani to spare the site from
destruction via designation as
a Unesco World Heritage Site.

Discovered in 1964,
political upheaval in the region
prevented the site from being
excavated. In 2004 French
archaeologists who returned to
the site reported that it had
been extensively looted.

Located 25 miles
southeast of Kabul near the
Pakistan border in the Taliban-
controlled Logar Province, it

lies on a major transit route for
Pakistani insurgents.

The Buddha statues of
Bamiyan were dynamited and
destroyed in March 2001 by the
Taliban after being declared as
idols. Bamiyan too lies on the
Silk Road.

Afghanistan is believed
to be sitting on a geological
gold mine containing around
60 million tonnes of copper, 2.2
billion tonnes of iron ore, 1.4
million tonnes of rare earth
elements and tonnes of
aluminium, gold, silver,
mercury and lithium, totalling
more than half a trillion
pounds, according to the US
Geological Survey.

The minerals were
deposited in the region during
the violent collision of the
Indian subcontinent with Asia.

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/buddha-
purnima-ancient-buddhist-city-
afghanistan-could-be-destroyed-by-
copper-mining-1499561
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Not Without Reservations

Tina Dabi didn’t avail of reservations, but they made her achievement possible.

apoleon Bonaparte said

“ability is nothing

without opportunity”.
This assertion describes the
case of Tina Dabi, who has
topped the civil services
examination 2015 at the age of
22. Just after the results were
declared, when social media
was flooded with reports that a
Dalit girl has topped the UPSC,
it seemed unbelievable to me.
This achievement could not
have been possible 40-50
years ago. Dabi has not
availed of the quota, but
reservation has provided the
opportunities, of which her
triumph is the byproduct.

Down the years,
reservation has been an issue
of debate, and some in our
country think that it is
hampering efficiency while
another section of people sees
it as a shrinking of
opportunities.

It was the East India
Company that started the
coveted civil services in 1757,
whose members signed

covenants with the Company;
the Macaulay committee gave
India its first professional
bureaucracy in 1854 which
recommended that the
patronage-based system of
the East India Company be
replaced by a permanent civil
service based on merit and
competition.

Indians were not
qualifying, so there was a
demand led by Dadabhai
Naoroji for their inclusion. If
during the British regime, the
upper strata of Indians fought
for inclusion, later it was Dalits
after the Poona Pact and
backwards through the Mandal
Commission.

A study, conducted
jointly by Thomas Weisskopf of
Michigan University and
Ashwini Deshpande of Delhi
School of Economics to
measure the impact of
reservations on efficiency,
concluded that reservations
have not hampered the
efficiency of administration,
rather they have enhanced

Dr. Udit Raj

quality. The example of the
Indian railways proves that
where SC/ST employees are
more in number, the results
have been better. In the course
of the study, zones and periods
of time with a higher number
of SC/ST employees were
compared with those with
lower numbers, keeping other
variables constant. They found
no negative impact on
productivity and efficiency in
any area, and positive effects
in some areas of work.

Those coming from
marginalised sections are
highly motivated to perform
well when they attain decision-
making and managerial
positions.

The policy of reservation
has not harmed, rather it has
integrated, society. Only those
who do not see it in the wider
context harbour ill will and
heartburn. It should also be
welcomed from the
nationalistic and humanist

point of view. In the US, too,
affirmative action has opened
up spaces for African
Americans and Hispanics;
African Americans can be seen
in every field, be it journalism,
film, industry, politics or sport.
In South Africa, a cricket team
cannot be constituted without
blacks.

It is environment and
opportunity that shapes merit.
In Locke's philosophy, tabula
rasa was the theory that the
mind is at birth a “blank slate”
without rules for processing
data, and that data is added
and rules for processing are
formed solely by one’s
experiences.

Merit is much talked
about in our society to criticise
and oppose reservation but
merit mongers should not be
under any illusion. We are far
behind many developed
countries as far as the frontiers
of research and technology are
concerned, but the reason is
not reservation. It is the
intelligentsia and middle class

who bring about a change in
society, but that has not
happened. Rather. most of the
progress and change is
expected from politicians.

We have a robust education
system which could have
changed society and at the
same time produced
thousands of inventions and
technologies. We need to ask
ourselves seriously why that
has not happened, what
stands in the way. Women
have also not got the
opportunity to contribute to
the greater good; they too
deserve that we devise ways to
open up spaces for them to
advance and rise.

Let the marginalised avail
opportunities till Tina Dabi
does not remain an exception.
The writer is a Member of
Parliament (Lok Sabha). Views
expressed are personal.

- See more at:
http://indianexpress.com/article/
opinion/columns/upsc-topper-ias-
upsc-result-tina-dabi-

2797573/ #sthash.tixRHj tG.dpuf

Dr. Udit Raj raised in Lok Sabha an issue

affecting 60,000 Dalits in Madhya Pradesh

New Delhi: Member of
Parliament (Lok
Sabha) raised during zero
hour in Parliament the issue
of reservation in promotion
in Madhya Pradesh. On
Saturday 30th April 2016,
the Jabalpur High Court had
struck down the provision
of reservation in promotion
in Government

departments by declaring
the Madhya Pradesh Civil

Pradesh could have been
directed to carry out the
necessary amendments. He
also said that the High Court
could have continued with
the precedent set by the
Nagaraj case, and it was not
necessary that reservation
in promotion be stopped.
Around 60,000 Dalit
employees are likely to be
affected by this judgment.
Dr. Udit Raj requested the

judiciary does not allow the
needy to take advantage of
it. Recently, the Nainital
High Court has also
commented on the actions
of the President and the
higher judiciary is now
trying to bring even the
office of the President
under its ambit. Who is
responsible for oversight of
the judiciary? The
Government had amended

then why is the judiciary complaining? Dr. Udit Raj said

that the judiciary is trying to encroach

into the

Constitutional duties of the legislature and executive,
which will have a long term adverse effect on the
Constitution. Hence, this decision of the Jabalpur High
Court should be immediately stopped.

Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don‘t receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.

Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-

One year : Rs. 150/-

Sometimes, it might




