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How Europe exported the Black Death

Andrew Lawler

The medieval Silk Road
brought a wealth of goods,
spices, and new ideas from
China and Central Asia to
Europe. In 1346, the trade also
likely carried the deadly
bubonic plague that killed as
many as half of all Europeans
within 7 years, in what is known
as the Black Death. Later
outbreaks in Europe were
thought to have arrived from
the east via a similar route.
Now, scientists have evidence
that a virulent strain of the
Black Death bacterium lurked
for centuries in Europe while
also working its way back to
Asia, with terrifying
consequences.

At the Society for
American Archaeology
meetings earlier this month in
Orlando, Florida, researchers
reported analyzing the remains
of medieval victims in London;
Barcelona, Spain; and Bolgar, a
city along the Volga River in
Russia. They determined that
the victims all died of a highly
similar strain of Yersinia pestis,
the plague bacterium, which
mutated in Europe and then
traveled eastward in the
decade following the Black
Death. The findings “are like
pearls on a chain” that begins

in western Europe, said
Johannes Krause at the Max
Planck Institute for the Science
of Human History in Jena,
Germany, an author of a soon-
to-be-published study. (The
lead author is Maria Spyrou,
also atJena.)

That chain may have
stretched far beyond Russia.
Krause argues that a
descendant of the 14th century
plague bacterium was the
source of most of the world’s
major outbreaks, including
those that raged across East
Asia in the 19th and 20th
centuries and one afflicting
Madagascar today. Eric
Klingelhofer, an emeritus
archaeologist at Mercer
University in Macon, Georgia,
called Krause's presentation “a
good piece of research.” But
molecular microbiologist
Holger Scholz at Munich,
Germany’s Bundeswehr
Institute of Microbiology is
skeptical. “I just think it’s not
very likely that a strain from
China came to Europe, survived
there for a couple of hundred
years, and moved back to
China,” she said. “That sounds
pretty adventurous.”

Advances in sequencing
the DNA of pathogens found in
ancient human skeletons are

driving new research—and
debate—on the spread of
plague. Thanks to a series of
recent findings, the notion that
plague remained in Europe for
centuries after the Black Death,
rather than arriving in repeated
waves from Asia as historians
long assumed, is gaining
ground. A team led by Lisa
Seifert at Munich’s Ludwig
Maximilian University reported
in January that the Black Death
strain persisted in Europe for at
least 3 centuries, based on
DNA sequences from eight
skeletons at two burial sites in
Germany that spanned the
14th to the 17th centuries. The
sequences were “highly
similar” to those from earlier
European victims, according to
the study, which included
Scholz. While not precluding
continued waves of plague
coming from Asia, the team
concluded that there was “a
long-time persistence of the
pathogen in a not-yet-
identified reservoir"—perhaps
rats. Also in January, a team led
by Kirsten Bos at Jena’s Max
Planck Institute reported
further evidence that a
descendant of the Black Death
strain hung on in Europe,
implicating it in the last major
European plague outbreak, in

Marseille, France. Using DNA
from the teeth of five
individuals who died in 1722,
the group found that the Y.
pestis strain in Marseille likely
evolved from the Black Death.
“Our results suggest that the
disease was hiding somewhere
in Europe for several hundred
years,” said Bos, whose team
included Krause.

Now, Krause has traced
the Black Death’s eastward
spread. His team studied
skeletons from a cemetery near
the Tower of London firmly
dated to 1348-1350, in the
wake of the Black Death, as
well as from a Barcelona
cemetery radiocarbon-dated to
the mid-14th century. The
Russian evidence comes from a
site that included coins from
1360; the burial is estimated to
have taken place between the
early 1360s and 1400. DNA
sequencing from all three
places revealed the same strain
of Y. pestis. This strain appears
to be the ancestor of the one
that killed millions in 19th
century China, based on
phylogenetic clues. “If the
plague in China was actually
European in origin, it's a cruel
irony of history,” says
Klingelhofer, who notes that
this was the era when Western

powers dominated China.
Krause adds that the plague
affecting Madagascar as
recently as last year also seems
genetically related to the
variety that spread east from
Europe in the 14th century.
Researchers are eager to
create a plague family tree in
order to understand the
movements and impact of
different varieties of Y. pestis
across time and space. Krause
argues that three of the four
branches of plague seem to
have evolved in Asia. But he
says the branch related to the
strain that developed in Europe
immediately after the Black
Death has proved the most
mobile and devastating.

Krause admits that
between 14th century London
and 21st century Madagascar,
there are “a lot of steps
missing” to identify the precise
movements of the deadly
bacterium. But he says that
understanding plague’s long
journey could help researchers
limit its future spread.

http://www.sciencemag.o

rg/news/2016/04/how-
europe-exported-black-death
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Udit Raj calls Bharat Bandh against reservation 'anti-national’

BHASHA SINGH

BJP MP Udit Raj told
NH today's “ill-advised Bandh
will boomerang. It's a
Frankenstein that the upper
castes will regret having
created. It is a 'bhasmasur' as
all Dalits and OBCs will
consolidate”

BJP Member of
Parliament and Dalit leader
Udit Raj does not mince his
words. Today's Bharat Bandh,
he said, was designed to divide
society and hence anti-
national, he fumes. The
'‘Bharat Bandh' called by Dalit
organisations on April 2 was
not directed against any
segment of society, he says to
National Herald. “Their anger
and frustration was directed
against a Supreme Court ruling
and the Union Government's
failure to represent the case
adequately before the apex
court,” the MP asserts before
condemning Monday's Bharat
Bandh called against
'reservation'.

Why do you say
Monday's Bharat Bandh
was anti-national?

Because upper castes
dominate everywhere. Starting
from the media to the judiciary,
from bureaucracy, services to
business, how many Dalits can
you find ? They are nowhere.
Everywhere the upper castes
are dominant. One would have
expected them to be generous,
having done so well for
themselves. But no, they seem
to be so petty that they are
unwilling to share an inch of

the space. How can any nation
prosper if the majority of the
people are suppressed ? After
all, they are the consumers and
constitute a major market force
as well.

What will be the
impact of Monday's
Bandh?

It will help
consolidate the unity of Dalits
and OBCs and lead to further
polarisation of society. The ill-
advised Bandh will boomerang.
It is a Frankenstein that the
upper castes will regret having
created.How do you explain
the large number of Ambedkar
statues which are being
vandalised?They are scared of
Babasaheb Ambedkar. It was
Dr Ambedkar who had
challenged Brahminical
institutions and the law laid
down in Manusmriti. Even after
so many years, the challenge
they face is mostly from
followers of Babasaheb
Ambedkar. That is why the
statues are bearing the brunt
of their hatred. That's why so
many of his statues are being
vandalised.

But Bharatiya
Janata Party, which has 40
Dalit MPs, claims to have
the interests of the Dalits
atheart...I

would only like to
point out that it's a myth that
just because a political party
has more Dalit MPs, the party
necessarily enjoys the support
of Dalits. In no constituency do
Dalit votes exceed 20 or 25%

of the voters. Nobody gets
elected even from reserved
seats with votes from Dalits
alone. Indeed the victory from
reserved seats is engineered
by other forces. Those who
make such simplistic
assessments are divorced from
reality and have little connect
with the ground. Dalits actually
win with the votes from
supporters of essentially anti-
Dalit parties.

Udit Raj: “They
(upper castes) are unable to
accept that people who would
not dare look up to them and
always sit at their feet earlier
are now demanding equality
and opportunity”

How do you
explain the simmering
anger among Dalits?

After all the BJP and
Prime Minister Modi's favourite
slogan has been 'Sakba Saath,
Sabka Vikas' ...Several factors
have contributed to this.
Increasing privatisation,
decline in the number of
openings in the Government,
joblessness, vacant posts
getting filled by general
candidates, the denial of
scholarship in universities and
of course the last straw was
the Supreme Court's ruling
designed to dilute the
provisions of the SC-ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.
That is why the April 2 Bandh
was leaderless but had large
participation by the youth.But
why was there so much anger
and violence on that day?For
the first time, Dalits faced

resistance and bullets on that
day. Dalits do not oppose when
others hit the street. But this
time when the Dalits hit the
street, the upper castes
opened fire and put up a
resistance. The most brazen
attacks were carried out in
Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh. It
has been now established that
Dalits there were killed by
bullets fired by upper caste
men, not the police.Dalits are
still being tortured and
harassed there. I do not
support violence of any kind.
But Dalits are being implicated
in false cases everywhere.Why
do you think there is such
contempt, or would you call it
hatred,against Dalits? They

(upper castes) are unable to
accept that people who would
not dare look up to them and
always sit at their feet earlier
are now demanding equality
and opportunity. Their
dominance is threatened and
Dalits and OBCs are seen as
eating away part of the pie that
they have enjoyed for so long.
This bandh will be a
bhasmasur (self destruction
button) as it will consolidate
Dalits and pave way for the
unity of backward classes.

https://www.nationa
Ilheraldindia.com/india/bjp-
mp-udit-raj-calls-bharat-
bandh-against-reservation-
anti-national-dalits-obcs

(Appeal to the Reeaders’

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that you may not
receive the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to
us and also check up with the post office. As we are
facing financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to
send the contribution regularly.

Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/-
One Year : Rs. 150/-
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their own burial

Dalits dig

It has become
mundane to live by double
standards- there's little
convergence between what
people say and what they
actually do. 14th April is
celebrated as the birth
anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar,
this day witnesses enumerable
celebrations, discussion and
discourses all over the country
and now abroad too. For
instance, a group of
Ambedkarites is celebrating
the birth anniversary of in
United Nations Head Quarters
in New York. Mostly these
programs are run by Dalits and
going by their speeches and
behavior during celebrations it
will look as if a social revolution
is going to be brought about.
The philosophy of Buddhism
and annihilation of caste is on
their tongues. As soon as the
events are concluded again
they are back into the caste
fold. Be it Gandhi Ji or any
other statesman, fate is the
same-that we internalise least
what they stood for. At the time
of independence Gandhi Ji said
that no longer state will be
required as each village will be
autonomous and self sufficient
and wealth will be controlled
by trusteeship. He even
questioned the existence of
congress once Independence
was achieved.

There is less
requirement by so called upper
caste to follow the axioms of
statesmen, the reason being
that they are better off. Even if
they don't change still their life
is manageable. If we had a
mindset to adhere social,
political and philosophical

contribution of statesmen
could we not have become like
USA, China or Japan. What
Kabir Das preached in the
medieval ages was

Pradesh and Telangana there is
a fierce quarrel among Maala
and Madiga, in Haryana one
will see the dispute between
Chamaar and Valmiki and

revolutionary. We read, wrote,
speak his thoughts but never
allowed them to become a part
of our behavior. Can Dalits,
backwards and women afford
to behave in this manner if they
want to change their
lives.Their pitiable condition
needs change more. Dalits
practice more casteism among
themselves than Brahmin,
Rajput or Vaishya. Since ages
they have been dining, sitting,
interacting but not allow inter
caste marriages. Barring
educated Dalits like Chamaars,
Khatik, Valmiki, Mushhar, they
have reservations in dining
together but also practice
untouchability.

For last two-three
decades education and
consciousness among Dalits
and backwards have risen but
that has led to more
fragmentation. Everyone is
rushing to float his own
organisation and more caste-
oriented organisations are also
coming up which engage in
blaming each other to fulfill
their petty benefits.In Andhra

situation in Uttar Pradesh is not
any better as most of the
castes gang up against the
Chamaars and vice-versa.
They should know that by
perpectuting old caste
frameworks their social,
political, religious situation will
remain the same. By
organizing their caste, small
and personal successes are
achieved but at what cost ?
This becomes ground for other
dalit castes to become
antagonistic to each other. I
have been experiencing it for
last two decades. Being the
Founder National Chairman of
All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organization, I led
powerful national level
struggle as a result of which
reservation was saved and also
contributed in expansion of
Buddhism. Any discriminated
and harassed person who met
me, I stood with them to
redress their grievances. I was
in Indian Revenue Service and
without fear of losing it, I
launched the struggle under
the banner of the

Confederation in 1997,
resulting in three constitutional
amendment to restore benefits
of reservation.On November 4,
2001 I took Buddhism to
become a true Ambedkarite.
After that we popularised the
cause of reservation in private
sector. In 2003, I resigned from
the post of Additional
Commissioner Income Tax and
floated Indian Justice Party.
During elections , Dalits are not
seen around dalit leaders and
make up mind to vote the
established parties be it
Congress, BJP and others .
After the formation of the
government and when
atrocities are unleashed and
rights infringed, then Dalits
and OBC remember their
leaders to fight for them . Do
they realise that at the time
voting, did they listen to their
leaders. Rather start targeting
what me or Ram Vilas Paswan
and Athwale are doing for the
society. Since 2003, mainly
Dalits only have been accusing
me of being stooge of either
Congress or BJP. Without
having any ground and reason
they have been doing this and
it was done mainly because of
sub-caste prejudices. They
never realise that they are
digging their own grave. On
one hand they were for their
sub-caste unity and discredit to
others and on another hand
the life line, that is, reservation
was being diluted sometimes
by courts and at other hand
government policies. Recent
judgement of Supreme Court
in the matter of filling up of
vacancies in education and
prevention of atrocities act

1989 have caused great harm,
how can we counter if we
stand divided? Outsourcing of
jobs, contractual system in the
government has dwindled the
reservation. I was weakened
by sub caste discrimination. It
was not my choice to be born
in particular caste. To delink
from my caste identity, I
became a Buddhist, yet caste
followed everywhere.

If Dalits and Tribal
are still backward then the
reason is that they are not
following the Ambedkar
philosophy. Reservation has
been diluted in the
government jobs and
education which was the main
source of economic
empowerment, dignity and
participation in governance.
This year Government of India
is marking the Birth
Anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar
as Justice Day. Nothing is
going to help Dalits till they
purge their caste prejudices
and get united, not only in
speech but in behaviour too
and follow the axiom of
educate, unite and struggle.
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