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Dr. Udit Raj awarded

New Delhi, 30
March, 2018: Today Dr. Udit
Raj Ji, Lok Sabha MP from

\'.

Union Minister/of{State and Shri

North West Delhi was
honoured with the award of
Best Parliamentarian at a
program organized at Vigyan
Bhawan. Dr. Udit Raj received
this award for best
performance in public
dealing. Dr. Udit Raj Ji
received this award from Dr.
Harsh Vardhan, Union
Minister, Shri Hari Bhai

Chaudhary, Union Minister of
State and Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal, Union Minister of

State.

Dr. Udit Raj while
addressing the gathering said
that “there are very rare
occasions when a Member of
Parliament is awarded,
generally the Member of
Parliaments only honour
someone or the other. I thank
Fame India and Asia Post for
taking such initiative. Many

the Best Parliamentarian award

days after completing this
survey, I came to know that

and there only. Wherever a
call is required, the call is

the survey agency has madeandwherever a letteris
- e

™=

awarded me the first place
amongst all the MPs from
India in the matter of dealing
with the public. While
meeting with the public, I
myself feel that as much time
as I give for the public, hardly
anybody else gives to the
public. I meet the public 5
days a week and do their
work in front of them then

A

-

; han;Union!Minister, Shri Hari Bhai Chaudhany;
’ArjunjRamjMeghwal® Union Minister of State. -

required, the letter is written
and sent immediately. I even
ask people to keep follow-up
with me and my staff as well
until the work is done. If in
some work it seems that work
is not legal or is not possible
to be done then I refuse to do
that immediately. I do not
make people go round and
round if the work is not

desirable. I meet people not
only in my office, but also in
the constituency through
Janta Darbars. During Janta
Darbars I take all the officers
of the concerned
departments and authorities
with me so that public
grievances can be resolved
as soon as possible. Once
again I thank all the Ministers
and MPs present here, Fame
India and Asia Post the event
organizers, who thought of
honouring the MPs doing
great works.

The people from the
constituency of Dr. Udit Raj
also participated in the
program to keep his pride
and spirit high and also
welcomed him with flowers
at his residence. Former BIJP
legislator Neel Daman Khatri,
former corporation councilor
Vijay Raj, Varun Saini,
Haridas Pandey, Vinod
Sharma, Sanjay Raj, Vaishali
Poddar, Rajneesh Tyagi
amongst others joined the
program.
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Caste systems violate human rights of millions worldwide — new UN expert report

At least 250 million
people worldwide still face
appalling and dehumanising
discrimination based on caste
and similar systems of
inherited status, warned the
United Nations expert on
minority issues while
presenting finding to the UN
Human Rights Council.

“This is a global
problem affecting
communities in Asia, Africa,
Middle East, the Pacific region
and in various diaspora
communities,” said UN Special
Rapporteur Rita Izsak-Ndiaye
in a news release, stressing
that “caste-based
discrimination and violence
goes against the basic
principles of universal human
dignity and equality, as it
differentiates between

categories of individuals which
is unacceptable.”

Ms. Izsak-Ndiaye warned that
discrimination leads to
extreme exclusion and
dehumanisation of caste-
affected communities, who are
often among the most
disadvantaged populations,
experience the worst
socioeconomic conditions and
are deprived of or severely
restricted in the enjoyment of
their civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights. The
term 'caste' refers to a strict
hierarchical social system often
based on notions of purity and
contamination. The expert
report describes how people
from 'lower castes' are often
limited to certain occupations
which are often deemed
'polluting’ or menial by others,

sweeping and disposal of dead
animals.

“Unfortunately, in
many cases, attempts to
challenge these prohibitions or
the unlawful consequences
derived from caste systems,
which are hereditary by nature,
result in violence against caste-
affected individuals and
retaliation against their
communities.” the Special
Rapporteur said. She
emphasised that caste-
affected women and girls are
often the victims of caste-
based and sexual violence,
trafficking and are especially
vulnerable to early and forced
marriage, bonded labour and
harmful cultural practices.
Violence and the threat of
violence against them
frequently go unreported,

silence and impunity.

“The shadow of caste
and its stigma follows an
individual from birth till death,
affecting all aspects of life from
education, housing, work,
access to justice, and political
participation” Ms. Izsak-Ndiaye
said. “In many societies
discussing these practices is
taboo; we need, not just legal
and political responses but
ways to change the mindset of
individuals and the collective
conscience of local
communities.” There have
however been some positive
developments, such as
constitutional guarantees,
legislation and dedicated
institutions to monitor and
overcome caste-based
discrimination. “I hope that my
report will be used as an

efforts of caste-affected
communities and others who
are tirelessly working to
relegate caste discrimination
to history,” the Special
Rapporteur concluded.
Independent experts or
special rapporteurs are
appointed by the Geneva-
based UN Human Rights
Council to examine and report
back on a country situation or
a specific human rights theme.
The positions are honorary
and the experts are neither UN
staff, nor they are paid for their
work.

https://news.un.org/
en/story/2016/03/525012-
caste-systems-violate-human-
rights-millions-worldwide-
new-un-expert-
report#.VvGgOOIMApC.faceb

'inferior' and 'superior' including manual scavenging, allowing a culture of invisibility, = advocacy tool in supportingthe ook ok sk

Dalit-Backward-Minority Confederation (DOM Parisangh) is the need of hour to integrate various organizations.
Confederation means organization of organizations. When danger hovers, quick action is warranted and the current situation
is such and hence we can’t wait to mobilize organizations and individuals from scratch .As awareness and education have
grown among these communities, myriad organizations have engulfed the majority of individuals. This goes against efforts to
unify these communities. It would be extremely tedious and time-consuming to mobilize people individually and to go from
organisation to organisation. DOM has not come into being to break or weaken these organizations, but rather to connect
them together to make them stronger and build a mass movement for their dignity, reservation, rights, protection and
equality etc.

The share and participation of Dalits, Backwards & Minorities in various fields like media, industry, market, higher
judiciary ,bureaucracy, land, private education is negligible. The backward caste’s participation in the Government jobs was
secured through recommendation of the Mandal Commission. In 2006, by 93rd Constitutional Amendment, they got
reservation in higher education. It is to be noted that about 70% Muslims are also counted in OBC for reservation purposes. In
1980s or before OBCs became Chief Ministers or occupied important positions, one could hardly find OBC officers to be
appointed to their staff and for key positions. It was PM V P Singh who announced the implementation of Mandal Commission.
Due to stiff resistance, the matter went to the Supreme Court which finally delivered the judgment in the favor of the Gol.
Thereafter OBC castes like Yadav, Kurmi, Gujjar, Saifi, Julaha, Prajapati, Teli, Saini & Naai etc started becoming officers and
employees in the Govt. Protections for these communities in the form of reservation in higher education and government jobs
are becoming meaningless as there has been a surge in privatization, outsourcing and contract system etc. The SC/ST could
get the benefits of reservation for two or three generations but OBCs could barely get that even for one generation. Now
hundreds of universities and thousands of private engineering colleges and institutions have come up rendering reservation
in education meaningless. Under the garb of curtailing government expenses, government jobs are being dished out to the
private sector and there is hardly any drive to fill up the vacant posts.

India is a secular and democratic country whose constitution guarantees certain inalienable fundamental rights to all
individuals. The governance has to be in conformity with constitution and not on the basis of caste prejudices or favoritism.
Humans are born free but superstition and regressive ideas fetter them. No one has the right to impose his opinion and life
style on others. The State should not suppress the voices of weaker and minorities. Media used to be the last resort for the
oppressed, but unfortunately it has come to the control of capitalist. Now social media is the only hope to air their opinions
and grievances and protect their rights.

DOM will not encroach upon the interests of its affiliates, rather it will empower them. Thus, smaller or bigger
organizations should not worry in becoming a part of us. We are here to connect all these organizations to build a powerful
organization to protect the rights and dignity of Dalits, OBC and Minority.

Corres : T-22, Atul Grove Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi -110001

Tel:- 011-23354841, 011-23354842, Fax : 011-23354843
~ domparisangh@gmail.com, & @domparisangh€s domparisangh, d& domparisangh
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MP Udit Raj to visit Manipur; orgs. ready list of demands

Kakching, Feb. 4
(EMN): The national chairman
of the All India Confederation
of SC/ST Organisations will be
visiting Manipur to address a
public gathering and a
seminar in Kakching of
Manipur on Feb. 24.

Dr. Udit Raj is also a
Member of Parliament from
Delhi north west constituency.
After taking voluntary
retirement from the Indian
Revenue Service, Dr. Raj has
been fighting for the past 20
years for the welfare of
Secheduled Caste / Scheduled

Tribe communities, a press
release from the All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organisations (Manipur)
stated on Sun.

“We, the organizers
would like to appeal all
community leaders, village
heads, student bodies, church
leaders, clubs to kindly
support the upcoming
gathering and awareness
program with a large number
of participants so that Dr. Udit
Raj will able to bring the
following demands to the
Government of India,” the

press release stated. The
demands are that the
parliament enact the
Reservation Bill; provide for
reservation in private
companies; provide for
reservation for promotion of
SC/ST; hike scholarship; fill up
backlog of SC / ST quotas;
provide for reservation in
higher judiciary; and make
single caste certificate of one
state valid in other states.

“The organizers will
also submit a memorandum to
the prime minister through Dr.
Udit Raj on the issues and

concerns of welfare and any
infrastructure needs of the SC/
ST communities in the state,”
the press relese stated.

The press release
informed that the organisers of
the event are the All India
Confederation of SC / ST
Organizations (Manipur); All
India Christian Council
(Manipur); Consumers Welfare
Union; Centre for Women and
Girls (Tengnoupal); Kakching
Bazar Business Welfare
Association; Kakching Library
& Information Centre;
representatives of Lois

(Kakching); Resource Centre
for Social Welfare &
Community Development
(Chandel); Sahitya Seva
Samiti of Manipur (Kakching);
Senior Citizens Forum
(Kakching); Women of
Manipur Empowerment
Network (Imphal west).

http://www.easternmirrorna
galand.com/mp-udit-raj-to-
visit-manipur-orgs-ready-list-
of-demands/
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A man, an ideology : The importance

The universal
condemnation of BJP
leader H Raja's remarks
underlines the enduring
iconic status of E V
Ramasamy Periyar in
Tamil Nadu and beyond.
Why is an iconoclast,
rationalist social reformer
who died 45 years ago is
still so dear to so many
people?

To those looking for
“Hindu” symbols of religiosity,
Tamil Nadu would appear to be
deeply religious: people wear
vibhuti or kumkum on
foreheads, deities and temples
are everywhere from street
corners to government offices,
vehicles are decorated with
colourful gods and offerings,
even the lives of the minority
communities are splattered
with the colours of religious
ritual. Why is an iconoclast,
rationalist social reformer who
died 45 years ago so dear to
the people of such a state?

EV Ramasamy 'Periyar’

Born in 1879, Periyar
is remembered for the Self
Respect Movement to redeem
the identity and self-respect of
the Tamils. He envisaged a
Dravida homeland of Dravida
Nadu, and launched a political
party, Dravidar Kazhagam
(DK). Periyar started his
political career as a Congress
worker in his hometown Erode.
He quarrelled with Gandhi over
the question of separate dining
for Brahmin and non-Brahmin
students at Gurukkulam, a
Congress-sponsored school
owned by nationalist leader V
V S Iyer in Cheranmahadevi
near Tirunelveli. At the request
of parents, Iyer had provided
separate dining for Brahmin
students, which Periyar
opposed. Gandhi proposed a
compromise, arguing that
while it may not be a sin for a
person not to dine with
another, he would rather
respect their scruples. After
failing to bend the Congress to
his view, Periyar resigned from
the party in 1925, and
associated himself with the
Justice Party and the Self
Respect Movement, which
opposed the dominance of
Brahmins in social life,
especially the bureaucracy.

The Justice Party had a decade
earlier advocated reservation
for non-Brahmins in the
bureaucracy and, after coming
to power in the Madras
Presidency, issued an order to
implement it.

Periyar's fame spread
beyond the Tamil region during
the Vaikom Satyagraha of
1924, a mass movement to
demand that lower caste
persons be given the right to
use a public path in front of the
famous Vaikom temple. Periyar
took part in the agitation with
his wife, and was arrested
twice. He would later be
referred as Vaikom Veerar
(Hero of Vaikom). During the
1920s and 30s, Periyar
combined social and political
reform, and challenged the
conservatism of the Congress
and the mainstream national
movement in the Tamil region.
He reconstructed the Tamil
identity as an egalitarian ideal
that was originally unpolluted
by the caste system, and
counterposed it against the
Indian identity championed by
the Congress. He argued that
caste was imported to the
Tamil region by Aryan
Brahmins, who spoke Sanskrit
and came from Northern India.
In the 1930s, when the
Congress ministry imposed
Hindi, he drew a parallel with
the Aryanisation process, and
claimed it as an attack on Tamil
identity and self-respect.
Under him, the Dravidian
Movement became a struggle
against caste and an assertion
of Tamil national identity.

In the 1940s, Periyar
launched Dravidar Kazhagam,
which espoused an
independent Dravida Nadu
comprising Tamil, Malayalam,
Telugu, and Kannada
speakers. The Dravidian
linguistic family was the
foundation on which he based
his idea of a Dravida national
identity. These ideas had a
seminal influence on the
shaping of the political identity
and culture of the Tamil
speaking areas of Madras
Presidency, and continue to
resonate in present-day Tamil
Nadu.

Periyar died in
1973 at the age of 94. His

work and his legacy.

For an average Tamil,
Periyar today is an ideology. He
stands for a politics that
foregrounded social equality,
self-respect, and linguistic
pride. As a social reformer, he
focused on social, cultural and
gender inequalities, and his
reform agenda questioned
matters of faith, gender and
tradition. He asked people to
be rational in their life choices.
He argued that women needed
to be independent, not mere
child-bearers, and insisted that
they be allowed a equal share
in employment. The Self
Respect Movement he led
promoted weddings without
rituals, and sanctioned
property as well as divorce
rights for women. He appealed
to people to give up the caste
suffix in their names, and not
to mention caste. He instituted
inter-dining with food cooked
by Dalits in public conferences
in the 1930s. Over the years,
Periyar has transcended the
political divide as well as the
faultlines of religion and caste,
and come to be revered as
Thanthai Periyar, the father
figure of modern Tamil Nadu.

C N Annadurai, who
was Periyar's dearest pupil at
one time, broke with him, split
the DK, and formed the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) in 1949. Anna, a man of
the masses, recognised the
value of electoral democracy
and accepted that Tamil
separatism had no future. He
used the new medium of
cinema to spread the ideals of
the Dravidian Movement and
established himself as the
successor to Periyar. In 1967,
the DMK won office in Tamil
Nadu. Since then, Tamil Nadu
has been ruled by parties who
trace their origin to the
Dravidian Movement and
swear by its ideals. They may
have diluted Periyar's ideals in
office, but both the DMK and
the ATIADMK proudly claim to
be inheritors of Periyar's social
and political vision.

If Periyar was an
iconoclast, Anna was a
moderate reformist. On the
pedestal of one of Periyar's
many statues in Tamil Nadu is
the inscription: “There is no

of EV Ramasamy Periyar

god, and no god at all. He who
created god was a fool, he who
propagates god is a scoundrel
and he who worships god is a
barbarian.” His successors
moderated this radicalism — R
Kannan recounts in Anna: The
Life and Times of C N
Annadurai, that Anna, who
under the influence of his
atheist mentor once broke
Ganesha figures, would later
say, “I would neither break the
Ganesha idol nor the coconut
(the offering).” During the
Emergency, a petition against
“offensive” inscriptions on the
pedestals of Periyar's statues
came before the Madras High
Court. The court dismissed the
petition, saying Periyar
believed in what he said, and
there was nothing wrong in
having his words as
inscriptions on his statues. In a
judgment passed in another
case on June 2012, retired
Madras High Court Justice K
Chandru said: “The installation
of the Periyar statue in the
school premises will not
automatically covert the
children into an atheist
outlook... Ultimately the
understanding of the
philosophy of such a
personality will only help them
from having scientific temper,
humanism and the spirit of
inquiry and reform as
enshrined under Article 51-
A(h) of the Constitution.”

Fallout of the
attack on Periyar

The universal
condemnation of BJP leader H
Raja's social media remarks —
he has since removed the post
and apologised — underlines
the iconic status Periyar enjoys
in Tamil Nadu. DK now has
limited political influence in
Tamil Nadu, but Periyar has
grown beyond the DK and
even Tamil Nadu. While caste
discrimination continues to be
prevalent in the state, every
political party pays at least lip
service to Periyar's ideals of
social and political justice. In a
way, Raja was right to
compare Lenin and Periyar —
Periyar is to the Dravidian
Movement as Lenin is to
Communism. Raja's rejection
of Periyar was construed as a
rejection of his ideals. The BIP,
which is trying to wear down
the image of a Hindi-Hindutva
outfit in Tamil Nadu, could find
it difficult to live down Raja's
comments. Periyar is seen as
an icon of OBC political
assertion. Any attempt to
deride him will be seen as an
attempt to undermine the
gains made by OBCs even
beyond Tamil Nadu.

http://indianexpress.
com/article/explained/a-man-
an-ideology-the-importance-
of-ev-ramasamy-periyar-
statue-vandalised-5090002/

(Appeal to the Reeaders’

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that you may not
receive the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to
us and also check up with the post office. As we are
facing financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to
send the contribution regularly.

Contribution :
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One Year :
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Rs. 150/-
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The Supreme Court has
delivered a historical judgment
altering the basic structure of
Prevention of Atrocities Act,
1989. It says that the FIR
cannot be registered till
enquiry is done. In case of
employees, the appointing
authority has to give in writing
mentioning the reason for the
arrest. In case of public in
general the SSP has to give in
writing the permission to
arrest. The magistrate can
extend the arrest only if the
written permission is secured.
So far this law was in the
special category but by this
judgment it has become like
any other act.

This judgment of
Supreme Court is not only
unfortunate but is also a
fraught with caste prejudices.
No law should be misused but
it should also not happen that
it is diluted and become blunt .
I The appointing authority will
hardly give in writing the
permission to arrest his junior
citing the reasons. If the
appointing authority happens
to be of the same caste or if
concerned employees enjoy
good rapport with him, he may
not give permission. The
concerned employee could
resort to other methods like
bribing or else wise. Political
interference be also bought on
appointing authority or the SSP
not to give in writing for
arresting the accused.

Supreme Court verdict on SC/ST Act

Is it that only The
Prevention of Atrocities Act,
1989 being misused or other
acts and laws are also being
misused? In case of Anti
Dowry Law, the law has been
much more misused. Some
time back it appeared in
newspaper that about 64,000
males committed suicide due
to its misuse. This law was
slapped indiscriminately even
if the cause was not of dowry
but else wise. There have been
cases where implicated
relatives had no connection
with the affairs of family and
yet they were arrested and in
some cases relative residing
out of India were also
victimized. Out of 361 dowry
cases, 293 were slapped
wrongly in the year 2015
(quote of Smt. Maneka Gandhi,
Hon'ble Minister, Ministry of
Women and Child
Development). Ever since the
section 376 of the Indian Penal
Code has been further
strengthened, people are
afraid of meeting with female
alone in a room or any other
place. A former Union Minister
told that he is afraid of meeting
women alone. These days'
people have started avoiding
meeting with females whose
background is not known.
There is no doubt that women
are subject to extreme
exploitation and there should
not be any mercy on
perpetrators. The misuse of
Sexual Harassment Law

destroys a person in no time if
it is falsely done. Such
incidents become viral like wild
fire and the person involved is
immediately condemned by
the society and legal action is a
natural follow up, hence
suffering a double jeopardy.
After commencing this law
females are being avoided in
private sector jobs and in other
matters as well and resultantly
it is the loss of economic
independence and has a
bearings on education also.
Job prospect encourages a
person for education.

According to National
Crime Bureau Report, the
atrocities on SCs and STs from

2007 to 2017 have increased
by 66%. In this period daily 6
Dalit women were raped and
other atrocities to SC/ST recur
every 15 minutes. In the
matter of Dalit Atrocities,
Madhya Pradesh is ahead of
other states. The conviction
rate in the matter of atrocities
varies from 2% to 6%
depending on the state and
officers who are involved in the
execution. After this judgment

the Prevention of Atrocities
Act, 1989 will get further
diluted. The Constituent
Assembly entrusted the
Parliament to make alone laws
and the judiciary to interpret
them. Currently, judiciary is
making more laws than
parliament. The argument of
the Supreme Court to deliver
this judgment is based on
conviction in lesser cases . But
the Supreme Court could have
looked the other way round
that less conviction means to
strengthen the act more. This
is barely subjective and
depends upon how one looks
at the things. A prejudiced so
called upper caste will see the
things differently. Judges or
authorities coming from caste
prejudices , can't be objective
and they are also made of flesh
and blood .

This is going to have
political implication.
Coincidently in a row to
successive anti-reservation
incidents happened, one in
case of filling up of the
vacancies in teaching and
other one is Supreme Court
judgments with regard to
Atrocities Act. Judiciary is
independent and what the
government can do is to argue
in best possible manner. The
UGC issued a circular that for
the purpose of reservation,
now onwards not the whole
institute be it university or
college be considered a unit for
application of reservation

rather each department will be
considered to fill up the
vacancy. Under this policy, the
reservation can be halfed or it
can get eroded all together,
eg., a department advertises
two or three vacancies at one
point of time then in that case
no SC/ST or OBC will get the
seat. In the matter of
Prevention of Atrocities Act
1989, situation has become
quite alarming. Even then the
government does not have any
role yet there is a perception
among SC/STs that the
government or party is not
doing enough. However, the
government is equally worried
and the matter has been
referred to legal department
for a structured opinion. There
is a popular demand that the
government must go for
revision in both the matters. I
for the one feel that the
government must go for
revision in the Supreme Court
in both the matters.
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State President, Tamilnadu
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