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Haear ([Fais) swe fowr § @R
32 A foram wwen, = ood @
ey B SRz dLImRsidsdET B

SlqeR digele AR of @arn %
ddaT 1927 B fHfeer smede o
IR Silel UcAH® ATSHT B ofded H
TUb BHILTE BT a1ee oo o foraesT
ADBAT R H FHieSlegreTe Rwre
Ell

MedAS FHHA # FAU S &
farrer &3 |

3eeier garn 5 @ gRew
g o oneflolt @ T Ad Bl
axchie ol fosam 3T 3Biar s
P g e & Rl @ e

gl argele 3R o warn &
3R IF I FACH e H I
ar aferat sk ot @ eea & e
geclia 3MU & a8 weft am amd |
@i gaen fF 3| o 3HW
FaoAE 3R fEg a1 fiar vt ganm
Hd | Fifs 3o et B FTerd
# gacren arEar o, e e 39
ATSHA BHIS BT IMeel fpam T
3R TFN B ITB FACHAT BT
Jaefer frer &1 o safew 2/3 A
I gl 3R gferdt @ Eleld aacter
# e faren |

2aez dTgele AT o adren
5 Ugctt AMcTAST HBHA (1930) BT
wfife anieoh & arswe oft fReem
o, Siafs Fee Aga AT 3R
IR T A et U | IBT
a5 3FB 9w gFS IMcrde
FHA FATS IS o arnefon @
TP Ugel P oIb & 3R & argelt
Fa-didt A e BN F a7 TH
TBIT DY SRR UG | Jeaidd o fb

U g waTa 3 b fEgalt &
gl 3R et @ R sreer B
LEE e AT i B o B
(cfera) SR g T aee & 3 vaT &F
e, forrs e oniefoft o gor 3
3T 3re19rel fobar 3R =7 eflema
3ASET B IT W BXALT &AL
T B fore Forgy e o, R
gfer ga Yae & ofe A ofrerlt & |

g R SRR o gawEm
o5 oRT I ge Yae wR &, sferma
3AEH EXER BT W I IA TH
e 3 e oft| AR snE A
3y eus @ A1 IE FYT IE bead
TR A gL % o BB 3l ciget
# sfwer fear e 3X 3 ot
&=

http://watansamachar.
com/indian-muslim-are-real-
ambedkar-wadi-dr-tajuddin-
ansari-attack-on-manuwadi-
system-modi-rss/
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foTe ufersr derer &7 8l & Taraser
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| T srgIent @ Shfcera gl AR
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PEbY A &3 AR e ot
H-TAeTEl F d oA, el
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g% Ueg d ifaafora @1 IRER
3 war fp 3 O g @ fow
frars =€t feem 3 3k 9w ot T
A F&F U B & e fare
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http://www.streekaal.c
om/2018/03/Periyar-a-
messiah-of-woman-
emancipation.html
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Fferal¥fd & Agifas vars e &
forores & | Jeiept Rrerdl 3mSR &
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3HETAAT PY RAPeAR BT U YA
5o 5 R @l ¥ swefe a
dl 9% 9gd B FAA BT ABaT B |
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Republics for Kshatriyas

Ancient regimes in India were far from democratic, had little place for other castes

D.N. Jha

In his article,
'Denying Nehru his due,’
Ashutosh Varshney (IE,
February 14) has rightly
contested the assertion of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
that democracy is integral to
the Indian nation and that
there are many examples of its
rich democratic traditions
dating back to centuries.
Modi's braggadocio is inspired
by the obsolete ideas of the
historians who frequently
spoke of ancient Indian
“republican” polities before
Independence as part of their
project to unduly glorify
ancient India and to explode
the colonial myth of Indian
despotism.

These polities existed
in the Indus basin where they
were survivors of the early
Vedic tribes, and in the
Himalayan foothills in eastern
Uttar Pradesh or Bihar, where,
inspired by the tradition of a
varna-less egalitarian society
un-oppressed by the
hereditary monarchies in the
remote past, they emerged as
a reaction to the steadily
growing Vedic orthodoxy.

This is borne out by
the legendary account of the
origin of the Shakyas, the tribe
to which Gautama Buddha
belonged. They are said to
have descended from the
Koshalan royal family which

expelled its members — four
brothers and four sisters —
who went to the sub-
Himalayan region where they
married among themselves so
as to maintain their purity of
blood. The founders of the so-
called republics broke away
from their parent stock and
moved to new areas. This may
have been the case with
Videha and Vaishali, which
were monarchies transformed
into “republics”.

The chief feature of
the “republican” governments
was their public assembly
(santhagara) attended by the
representatives of the tribes
and the heads of the families
and presided over by one of the
representatives called the raja
or senapati. All important
issues were placed before and
discussed by the assembly
where decisions were taken
unanimously. This has given
rise to the much trumpeted
notion of a republican tradition
of ancient India and may have
been the basis of PM Modi's
boastful statement.

But knowledge of
history has never been a strong
point of the RSS from whose
ranks Modi has risen to become
the prime minister. Had he any
familiarity with ancient Indian
history he would have known
that the tribal assembly
(santhagara) was dominated
by oligarchs and that non-

Kshatriyas, slaves and wage
earners had no place in it.
Members of the assembly bore
the title raja or king; in the case
of the Licchavis 7,707 rajas, all
Kshatriyas, sat in the assembly
and the head of their state was
a senapati, the term denoting
commander in @ monarchy. Far
from being a democracy, the
Licchavi state was an oligarchy.

Further, the strict
control exercised by the
“republican” states through
executive edicts and legislation
exposes their undemocratic
character. When, for instance,
the Buddha visited the city of
Pava, the Mallas, another
contemporary “republican”
tribe issued a decree that a
general welcome should be
accorded to him and any
defaulter would have to pay a
heavy fine. According to a
Buddhist Jataka story there
was a ban among the Shakyas
on the marriage of girls even
with a king of supposedly low
status.

The gana of Vaishali
formulated a rule which related
to the marriage of girls in
different wards of the city.
Similarly, inter-dining among
the people of unequal birth
was also prohibited. Rules such
as these were no better than
those evolved by the Brahmin
authors of the Dharmasutras.
A closer scrutiny, for which
there is no space here, would

show that the governments of
the Licchavis, Shakyas and
Mallas possessed all the
paraphernalia of a monarchical
state. One would expect that
the prime minister of the
largest democracy in the world
is better informed about the
country's past before
articulating his effete and
obsolete ideas and misleading
the people of the country.

http://indianexpress.
com/article/opinion/columns/r
epublics-for-kshatriyas-
5071844/

The lack of

transparency and
accountability in the
functioning of the judiciary
erodes public trust in the
institution which people look
towards to uphold democratic
principles and deliver justice.

The writers are
members of the Campaign for
Judicial Accountability and
Reforms

http://indianexpress.
com/article/opinion/columns/
supreme-court-judges-
conference-cji-indian-
constitution-5073294/

contribution regularly.

(Appeal to the Reeaders’

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in ‘Justice
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the

Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/~
One Year:

Rs. 150/-
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It's time now that the Dalits, backward and minorities fight together

Before the rally for
reservation in Delhi on 26"
December, 2017 Ramlila
Maidan, under the patronage
of Dr. Udit Raj, Dalit, OBC and
Minorities Confederation (DOM
Parisangh) was created,
whose first conference was
held on February 27, 2018 at
Mavalankar Hall, Constitution
Club, New Delhi and the
conference was more
successful than expected.
Main participants were leaders
and activists from Delhi and
adjoining areas. It is now
planned to organize this kind
of conferences & meetings in
all over the country.

The above conference
was addressed by Dr. Udit Raj
apart from Parmendra
(Convenor), S.P. Verma,
Hussein Waheed, Sudesh
Yadav, Babu Lal, Vijay Bhagat
(Deputy Mayor, North Delhi
Municipal Corporation), Om
Prakash Singhamar (Chairman
of Delhi Pradesh
Confederation), Savita Kadian
Panwar (Chairperson,
Women's Front)
Confederation), Maulana Haji
Ibrahim, Kali Ram Tomar,
Neeraj Chak, M.S. Lakra,
Mahasin Bhuraniya.

Dr. Udit Raj while
addressing the conference said
that in 2006, when the
backward class got reservation
in higher educational
institutions, the so-called
upper castes came on the
streets in protest against it and
not much voice from the
backward was felt. When there
was no counter protest in
defence of reservation, Dr. Udit
Raj rose to occasion and
consulted some of OBCs social
organization and asked them
that why they are not coming
forward in favour of
reservation given to them in
higher education. They all said
that let Dr. Udit Raj lead and
OBC organization will follow
and that eventually happened.

Dr. Udit Raj further said
that the recommendations of
the Mandal Commission were
declared by then Prime
Minister Mr. V.P.Singh. In his
tenure. It is to be mentioned
that about 70% Muslims are
reckoned in OBC category for
purpose of reservation. Kanshi
Ram ji was the one who
struggled to get the
recommendation of Mandal
Commission implemented.
Now the government

departments and undertakings
are being privatized rapidly and
reservation has been hugely
diluted. The confederation has
been demanding reservation in
the private sector for almost a
decade. This fight is not just for
Dalits, but it will also benefit
backward and minorities. If
today more than 310
universities are of the
government, then the private
sector has much more than
that. There are thousands of
engineering and medical
colleges in the private sector,
where reservation is not
available. Currently not only of
Dalits, but the rights of
backward and minorities are
also being attacked. He said
that when he meets the Dalits,
backward and other minority
MPs in Parliament, he always
asks them that why don't they
raise the issue of reservations?
The day the Dalits, backward
and minorities will decide that
they will vote for only those
who fight for their rights the
scenario will be changed. The
irony is when it comes to vote
Dalits & OBC vote for different
political parties be it Congress
or BJP or any other political
parties and at that time they

neglect their leaders. After the
elections and formation of the
governments, Dalits & OBC
start remembering that what
their leaders are doing ?
Instead of putting the
responsibilities on MPs and
MLAs, we should peep inside
ourselves and start a
movement that of life Jats &
Patels. He said that I listens to
people's problems by
conducting Janta Darbar five
days a week. At that time he
does not see the caste or
religion the person belongs to,
or whether he is from his Lok
Sabha constituency or not, full
efforts are made to resolve
problem properly. If he
meets100 people, then 50 of
then are running their own
organisations. When he asks
that if you are not able to solve
your problem yourself, then
how will you help people who
are connected to your
organization in solving their
problem. Then they start
arguing that they are doing a
lot of work for the society. He
does not understand why there
is no solution when so many
people are engaged in social
work. After deep introspection,
he found that these people are

running the organization for
their ego satisfaction and self
glorification. Yes, it certainly
happens that sometimes the
head of the organization gets
some benefit. He quoted an
example saying that he is
invited every year by an
organization of Agra which
helps marrying hundreds of
couples together and they
enforce his participation in this
social work. He never attended
it and instead explained that if
these couples will not get
married then somehow or the
other they will marry the girl or
boy of their own choice and
will further expand families by
giving birth to children. He said
that in medieval India, when
the Dalits wore pots in the
neck and broom on their waist,
that time also they used to
marry and have children, it
was Baba Saheb Ambedkar
who helped them achieve their
rights and recognition in
society. If an organization of
such small and big
organizations is created at the
national level then it is not
difficult to save our rights.
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Anjali Bhardwaj ,
Prashant Bhushan

The January 12 press
conference by Supreme Court
(SC) judges exposed deep
faultlines in the judiciary. The
trigger for the unprecedented
step seems to have been the
arbitrary allocation of benches
by the Chief Justice of India
(CJI). This raises fundamental
questions on the credibility of
the institution and its ability to
dispense justice. The allegations
by the judges also raise serious
doubts about the independence
of the judiciary, given that an
estimated 45 to 70 per cent of
litigation involves the

A transparency deficit

The allegations by the judges also raise serious doubts about the independence of the judiciary,
given that an estimated 45 to 70 per cent of litigation involves the government.

members of the collegium. Cases
must be allocated among judges
according to their expertise, and
if there is more than one judge
dealing with a particular subject,
cases should be allocated
randomly to them.
Politically-sensitive cases
and matters involving
constitutional disputes need to
be decided by a bench consisting
of the five senior-most judges, or
randomly allocated among them.
That said, it is important to
recognise that at the heart of the
current crisis is the larger issue of
accountability of judges. The
courts have held that the right to
information is a fundamental

reached the apex court. Three
were referred to a constitution
bench in August 2016 and await
adjudication. One case relates to
information about the
appointment of judges: The
applicant sought a copy of the
correspondence between the CJI
and other concerned
constitutional authorities
relating to the appointment of
three SC judges, superseding the
seniority of three others. In the
second case, the RTI applicant
sought information related to the
declaration of assets held by the
judges of the SC and high courts
in their own name, or in the
name of their spouse or any

great public interest. One sought
information about cases pending
with the apex court in which the
arguments had already been
heard but judgments had been
reserved. In the other matter, the
applicant sought information on
the total amount of public money
spent on the medical expenses of
individual judges reimbursed by
the SC. By resisting transparency
in all these matters, the judiciary
has evaded accountability to the
people of India.

Opaqueness in the process
of judicial appointments has also
been a matter of much public
debate. The SC's 2015 judgment
in the NJAC matter underlined

Though some measures
have been taken recently to
place resolutions of the
collegium in the public domain,
the Memorandum of Procedure
(MoP) related to the
appointment of judges, which
has been referred to in the letter
by the four judges, continues to
be kept under cover. Neither has
the draft MoP prepared by the
collegium been put in the public
domain, nor have the comments
of the government, if any, been
communicated to the public.

The lack of transparency
and accountability in the
functioning of the judiciary
erodes public trust in the




