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Dr. Udit Raj, National
Chairman, All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations, said that the
Naxal problem cannot be
resolved only by addressing the
law and order and economic
problems of the disturbed area
but also by addressing the social
problems. Dalit and Adivasi
leadership is ready to cooperate
and tackle the Maoist problem
if the Government so desired
which will prove to be a lasting
solution.  On the 25th May,
2013, the brutal violence that
took place at Darbha in
Jhiramghat area of Chhatisgarh,
is undoubtedly most inhuman
and undemocratic. ~ Both the
Government and other agencies
who are interested in finding a
solution to this vexed problem
to bring the Naxalites into the
main stream, should understand
that this problem has a social
angle also. All the districts in
Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Chhatisgarh,
Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh, are severely affected
by Maoist and Naxalite
activists. ~ Some places are
affected due to poverty while at
other places, there is caste-
based discrimination. It is
high time that the
administration and the
negotiators take note of this
stark reality and act accordingly.
After this ghastly incident, Dr.
Udit Raj had a serious dialogue
with some of the senior and
experienced people who were
associated with Maoism and
Naxalism directly or indirectly.

NOTHER ASP

Most of the senior leaders of
these movements are lodged in
jails. After holding talks with
Shri Gadar, a resident of Andhra
Pradesh and who was
associated with this movement
in the past and who is also a
revolutionary balladier, I have
come to the conclusion that the
Government does not attach
much importance for holding
talks with people who are
associated with the SC/ST
community. Shri Kameshwar
Baitha, who is also a Member of
Parliament from Palamu,
Jharkhand is also very unhappy
with the fact that the
Government has not made use
of his influence in the area. The
main reason for Maoism and
Naxalism to have spread its
wings in his area is the
oppression of the upper caste
people over Dalits. He often
tells that Dalit women are
openly made nudes in the area
and molestation and rape are
common in the area.
Oppression and exploitation of
Dalits and Adivasis take place
in many parts of the country but
wherever they found the help
and shadow of Naxalism and
Maoism and take up the guns
and otherwise agitate and fight
through democratic process.
According to him, 70 to 80% of
the Naxalites and Maoists
belong to SC/ST category.
Some urban people from Metro
cities are just not able to
understand the fact that the
Indian society has still not been
able to rise above the caste
feelings which is an integral
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part of our social system. Very
often Government nominates
upper caste intellectuals for
negotiations with Naxal and
Maoist leaders but the results
are there before the
Government to see. In our
country, most of the people are
selfish and self-centred and
they always think first about
their own interests and then for
the society or the country.
With a view to come into
limelight and take advantage
of the situation, non-Dalit and
non-Adivasi people have
become writers, journalists and
negotiators on this issue. The
real people who should be
brought on the forefront and
who can help in resolving this
vexed problem are not even
consulted on this issue what to
talk of associating them with
the peace process.
Kameshwar Baitha has
expressed the opinion several
times that he is willing to
participate in the process of
resolving this issue but nobody
is prepared to listen to him.
Even when such an
opportunity comes, only
people from the upper caste are
associated with the process.
Dr. Udit Raj further said
that he himself, Gadar and
Kameshwar Baitha are ready to
hold talks with Maoists if the
Government so desired. After
this ghastly incident, extensive
discussions have been held
directly or indirectly with
people who were associated
with Maoist agitation and told
that if the Government

PROBLEM -~

deployed armed forces,
Naxalites and Maoists can be
wiped out from the affected
area. The reply was that if the
army is deployed to wipe out
Naxalits and Maoists from the
affected area, they will seek
hideouts in forests or some other
places. As such, use of armed
forces is not a solution to this
problem. Besides law and order
and development, there is the
problem of caste
discrimination.If the
Government tackles this
problem in the light of issues
raised above, we can achieve a
considerable amount of success
in this regard.  There is not
only people’s anger against

Uit Ra

contractors and bureaucrats
but also against capitalists who
have been exploiting and
earning lakhs and crores of
rupees through illegal mining
in the last two decades. Their
main contention is that the
Government does not give as
much importance to the
problems of the common man as
they do it for capitalists. They
are particularly very much
against one or two big
capitalists of Chhatisgarh who
have a lot of money through
illegal mining of coal which
they used for making power
plants and purchase BALCO at
throw away price.

Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-

Sometimes, it might
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Our Himalayan Neighbour Intrudes
20 KM Deep Into Our Territory

I R. L. Khanna I

The expansionist China has
intruded 20 Km deep into our
territory on the 15th April, 2013
at Daulat Beg Oldie sector in
Eastern Ladakh valley along the
unresolved 4057 km Line of
Actual Control even when the
peace process between the two
countries has been at its high
pitch.This is like the scenario
which existed just before the
1962 war with China, the only
difference being that at that
time, China attacked India after
the visit of the then Chinese
Prime Minister Chou-en-lai to
India amidst the camaraderie of
‘Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai’ and
acceptance of the principles of
Panchsheel but this time more
than seven decades since the
1962 war, they have intruded 20
km deep into our territory before
the impending goodwill visit of
the Chinese Prime Minister and
have openly refused to retrace
their step. It is very likely that
even when they are pressured or
persuaded to go back, they will
continue to stake their claims to
areas which just do not belong to
them. While China’s policy
towards India has become more
aggressive and expansionist,
our policy towards China
continues to weak-kneed
without any matching defense-
prepared which gives the
impression that we have not
learnt anything even after
burning our fingers as a result of
the 1962 Indo-China war.
China’s expansionist plans with
regard to territorial claims in the
East with Japan and in the South
with other neighbors from
Vietnam to Philipines and
massive defense-related

infrastructure across our Line of
Control should indeed have
been an eye-opener for our
policy makers but alas it is not
so.They have built an extensive
rail network and over 58000 km
of roads in the area.lt has got 30
divisions, each with 15000
soldiers near the Line of Actual
Control which can outnumber
the Indian forces by at least 3:1.
Their airpower in the area is also
tremendous with 15 fighter
squadrons against us through
the Tibet airfields along and it
can be further augmented to 21
squadrons. In terms of
conventional, nuclear and
nuclear weapons and airpower,
we are no match.The Indian
political class and more so the
defense and foreign policy
makers have not learnt any
lesson from the great
humiliation suffered at the
hands of the Chinese nor from
their successive expansionist
plans of defense prepared,
infrastructure build-up,
conventional and nuclear arms
pile-up on our borders.

Our foreign policy with
regard to our hostile neighbors
has been week-kneed so far as
our territorial integrity is
concerned, right from the time
of our first Prime Minister,
Jawahar Lal Nehru. Just before
the 1962 war, Pt. Nehru had
commented with reference to
that “not a blade of grass grows
in that area” giving the
impression that there is hard to
surrender this land.The then
Defense Minister Krishna
Menon, in Nehru’s Cabinet had
also not much of a concern for
defense preparedness. He had at
one time commented that during
peace time, the Indian armed
forces could be utilized for

civilian jobs including grass
cutting forgetting that this cuts
at the very roots of the concept
of standing army and could
prove disastrous for the morale
of the armed forces.The
horrendous consequences of
Nehru’s foreign policy
regarding our territorial
integrity and his Defense
Minister Krishna Menon'’s utter
lack of defense preparedness in
the wake of provocative and
aggressive designs of
expansionist China resulted in
the most humiliating defeat of
the Indian army which is
otherwise professional to the
core and perhaps second to none
in bravery and warfare. The
Indian soldiers and officers who
were captured as prisoners of
war during the 1962 war were
paraded on the streets of
Beijing. The heads of some of
the Indian soldiers were
chopped off sent to the Indian
side.

While addressing
journalists described the 19-km
Chinese intrusion at Daulat Beg
Oldie sector in Eastern Ladakh
on 15.4.2013, as a localized
problem and would be resolved
soon and further said that India
does not want to accentuate the
situation. Now the Indian and
Chinese troops are standing face
to face at a distance of just 100
metres.The Chinese have
refused to retract from the
intruded land. Thus, it is the
Chinese who are accentuating
the situation and their obduracy
not to retract shows their evil
designs and it is not a localized
problem and needs to be tackled
firmly and boldly. If we allow
the situation to drift like this,
China would like to lay their
claims on the whole of India.
Just because presently China is

more powerful militarily and
economically, we cannot allow
them to brow-beat us and go on
allowing them to usurp large
chunks of our territory some
through the machinations of
Pakistan and sometimes on their
own.
Where lies the fault? The
fault squarely lies with our
flawed policies. Even after more
than five decades of the 1962
Indo-China war, there has been
no drastic change in our foreign
policy or the pattern of our
defense preparedness. Typical
of its lop-sided and
lackadaisical approach, it was in
early 2006 that the UPA 1
government finally gave the go-
ahead for the creation of
infrastructure in all the three
sectors — Western (Ladakh),
middle (Uttarkhand, Himachal)
and Eastern (Sikkim and
Arunachal), along the Line of
Actual Control but here also the
pace of development of the
infrastructure work has been
slow because of the bureaucratic
red tape and green clearances
and at the top of it political will.
About seven years back in 2007,
Defense Minister A.K. Antony
paid a visit to a border post at
Nathu La and after seeing the
Chinese highway roads right up
to their border posts, described
the situation as an “eye-opener”.

At least the Government
should now wake up from its
slumber and the Army
Capability Development Plan of
Rs. 26,155 crore along the
Northern borders and the
Eastern Infrastructure
Development Plan of Rs. 9,243
crore should be implemented on
a war footing much earlier than
its targeted compltion date of
2020-2021 and 2016-2017
respectively if we have to meet

the Chinese challenge and meet
we must. Lack of funds should
not be allowed to stand in the
way of defense-oriented
infrastructure development,
latest arms and ammunitions,
both conventional and nuclear
and air bases. The defense
sector equipment supplies
should be opened to the private
sector or FDI even beyond of
50%.

Given the above tools and a
strong foreign policy, the Indian
Army with the support of its
1125-crore people is quite
capable of thwarting the
nefarious designs of any
aggressor. War is a very costly
affair in the modern context but
we should not forget the old
saying that to maintain peace,
we should be prepared for war.
When we are prepared to defend
ourselves, nobody can dare
attack us. In some quarters, it is
being argued that in terms of its
economy, military might, both
in conventional and nuclear
weapons and air power, besides
the advantage of infrastructure
development and heights,
China is way ahead of India and
war in this context would be a
great risk for India. In this
regard, we should take a lesson
from a small nation of
diminutive people, Vietnam,
who were pitched against the
most powerful nation of the
world, the United States of
America. The tales of bravery,
tenacity and nationalism of'the
people and army of Vietnam
will always be proudly
remembered in the annals of
world history. Ultimately
Vietnam could not be
subjugated and the country rose
again from the ashes and is now
well on the way to progress in
the comity of nations.
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LONDON: The latest
Global Index of Religiosity
and Atheism has found that
the number of non religious
people in India has risen but
this is non-significant as
compare to other countries.
To be atheist needs courage
and intelligence. A foolish
person cannot be atheist.
This survey also purports
that Indian society is least
flexible and hence it is quite
conservative. Non other than
caste is more responsible for
this. The day non religious
and atheists equivalent to
China and Japan will grow
in India, its progress will be
of the level of these
countries.

Al

As against 87% saying
they were religious in the
same survey in 2005, the
percentage has fallen to 81%
in 2013. In other words, a
drop by 6% in seven years.

Globally, the trend is
similar. Religiosity has
dropped by 9%, while
atheism has risen by 3%. The
report says there is a notable
decline across the globe in
self-description of being
religious.

Pakistan is among the
few countries which has seen
an increase in the number of
people who call themselves
religious - by 6%.

Argentina, home to the
present Pope, saw a 8% dip in
people calling themselves
religious.

ON RELIIOU

South Africa has seen a
19% dip in those calling
themselves religious, US

13%, Switzerland and
France 21% and Vietnam
23%.

A total of 51,927 persons
were interviewed globally
from 57 countries across the
globe in five continents. In
each country a national
probability sample of around
1000 men and women was
interviewed. China has the
highest number of atheists
living in a single country
with nearly 50% of its
population describing
themselves as non-believers
compared to an average of
13% across the world.

( Courtesy :
The Times of India)
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are not are convinced
religious atheists

ining ground (figures in percentage)

China 14 30 47 9
Japan 16 31 31 23
Republic 20 48 30 2
France 37 | 34 29 1
South Korea| 52 31 15 2
Germany 51 35 15 1
Netherlands 43 42 14 2
Austria 42 43 10 5
Iceland 57 31 10 2
Australia 37 48 10 5
Ireland 47 44 10 0
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Joint Action Front For Democratic Education (SG/ST/0BG/LEFT)
held a Demonstration at Sonia Gandhi’s Residence to

Dr. Udit Raj, convenor of the Front and others participan
in the demonstration at Sonia Gandhi's Residence.

Joint Action Front For
Democratic Education
(SC/ST/OBC/LEFT)
organized a demonstration on
19th May, 2013 at 10 Janpath,
New Delhi (Smt. Sonia
Gandhi’s residence) and a
large number of teachers,
students and concerned people
joined to ventilate their
grievances. This action could
have been avoided if our
concerns were redressed by
the authorities. The Vice
Chancellor of Delhi
University is not ready to
budge an inch and meetings
with Human Resource
Development Minister and
Secretary yielded no results.
Of course , the Prime Minister
showed the concern for the
hurry to implement four year
undergraduate programme but
that again could not stop the
move of VC. There are about
600 Universities in the
country and it is only Delhi
University which is bent upon
introducing 4-year degree
course based on the American
pattern of education. Ifatall,
education policy of the
country needs to be changed,
the initiative for the same
should come from

Government of India and not
the Vice-Chancellor of a
particular University. Policy
formulation is not the job of a
Vice-Chancellor. It is highly
misleading and baseless on the
part of the Delhi University
Vice-Chancellor to say that it
falls within the autonomy of
University. In fact, the Vice-
Chancellor has flagrantly
encroached upon the domain
of the Government to frame
policies.

Ifthe 4-year degree course
is introduced in Delhi
University, it will have an
additional financial burden on
the students.  Students from
Dalit, Adivasi and Backward
categories , poor students
from rural and urban areas and
students passing out with
regional languages as their
medium of instruction, will be
hit by this course to the
maximum. Itis very likely that
some students may not seek
admission to this course out of
a sense of fear and even when
they muster the courage to join
such a course they may end up
dropping it mid-session. This
encourages the inequality in
the same degree, i.c.,
Diploma, Bachelor and

Honors which
will create a
sense of
inferiority
complex
among the
students.
Teachers were
not given an
opportunity to
go through the
proposed
syllabi before
giving their
suggestions
and during the
meeting, they
were forced to
| give their
suggestions
on 11
Foundation
Courses, 18
subjects of

Discipline I , six subjects
of Discipline 2 and four
applied subjects which was
next to impossible in such a
short span of time. If these
communities are stopped at
lower level, they will be
further marginalized and
unlike USA, here higher
education degree is more
connected with dignity,
income, status and

Protest Against DU 4- Year Degree Gourse

participation. Members of
Academic Council and the
Executive Council of Delhi
University were offered so
many incentives and
pressurized to pass the
resolution on the 4-year degree
course but the truth came to the
surface when a large number of
teachers from Delhi University
passed a resolution against the
4-year course at their general
body meeting on 12.5.2013.
In the Foundation Course , 35
marks will be allocated for
continuous projects , in
Discipline I, 25 marks will be
allocated for internal
assessment , in Discipline II,
25 marks will be allocated for
internal assessment and it is
precisely this methodology
also that will be used for
discrimination against the
SC/ST/OBC students. It is
because of this pattern of
evaluation that the
SC/ST/OBC of Engineering
and Medical students are made
to fail in the examinations
resulting in suicides and what
not. The same situation will
prevail for SC/ST/OBC
students in the proposed 4-year
degree course. It is also not
clear as to how the Honors
students of the 4-year degree
course from Delhi University

will seek admission in other
Universities and vice versa.
Under normal
circumstances, there would
have been no need to hold a
demonstration at  your
residence. We demand that a
Committee of Eminent Persons
is constituted for this purpose
and after an in-depth study of
the the matter, the four-year
course may be introduced, if it
is deemed fit. The best course
would be to hold a discussion
across the country on this issue
and then the Ministry of
Human Resource
Development may formulate
and introduce a policy on this
matter, if it is considered
necessary. Why is the
Government not probing the
fact as to why the Delhi
University Chancellor is hell
bent to introduce the four-year
course in such a big haste? Is
there any hidden agenda?
Janata Dal (U) , Lok Janshakti
Party, CPM and CPI have
supported our view points and
more political parties and
organizations will back us in
the days to come. It was
demanded that this new
curricula is stopped
immediately and Vice
Chancelloris dismissed.

Alarge no. of teachers from different Universities in Delhi & office bearers of the Fron
taking part in the demonstration at Sonia Gandhi's Residence.
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