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How Australia can help “"Clean India”
to achieve ambitious goals

Stephen Manallack
(Australian Author)

When Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
launched “Swachh Bharat”
(Clean India) in October 2014
he set three targets which
Australian business can help
India to reach — massive
construction program for
toilets especially in villages
and schools, applying modern
municipal solid waste
management and changing
attitudes and creating
awareness of health and
cleanliness.

These are all areas
where Australia has expertise
with the announcement late
last year of a US$1.5 billion
loan from the World Bank, the
program will increase in 2016.
As the World Bank found, of
the 2.5 billion people on the
planet lacking access to proper
sanitation, some 750 million
live in India and of these 80%

are rural. For them, open
defecation is the only option.

Modi has committed
to achieving his Clean India
goals by 2019 - the 150th
anniversary of the birth of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Waste management
is complex, because there is a
whole sector of the population
who earn from sorting through
mountains of waste.

Most of those
engaged in sorting waste are
Dalits (previously known as
untouchables) and Adivasis
(tribal) and the leading
politician working for them is
Udit Raj, age 55, a lifetime
fighter of injustice and
defender of the downtrodden.

Udit Raj has made his
way to the centre of Indian
politics, with a belief that this is
how he can impact most
change. He recently joined
Modi’s ruling BJP Party.

Prior to the last

election he said: “When Shri
Narendra Modi becomes the
Prime Minister, Dalits and
Adivasis will not only get
participation in governance but
we shall be equal partners in
ushering in a prosperous and
strong India.”

The first thing the
Australian waste management
industry should do is get over
to India, meet and learn from
Udit Raj and explore all aspects
of Clean India.

As a nation we should
also think about creating some
youth groups who get over
there as volunteers to help with
the clean-up in many ways. To
do this we should seek the
advice and support of
Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar, the
31 year old who is the current
custodian of a dynasty — the
1,500 year old House of Mewar,
the oldest continuous dynasty
in the world. Lakshyaraj Singh
Mewar is an Executive Director

of the HRH Group (Historic
Resort Hotels) which own the
largest collection (at least ten)
of privately owned heritage
palace hotels “where once the
Maharanas of Mewar held
court”,

This could be backed
by banks, IT firms or any
corporation engaged with
India - this is not just for waste
management - consider that
India's biggest IT firm TCS has
signed on to a major toilet
building program as part of
Clean India. Time for us to
think outside the square.

Lakshyaraj is a
community campaigner,
lending his name and personal
effort to causes for education,
health, environment and other
social causes. His mantra is
straightforward — “Don't talk,
just act. Don't say, just show.
Don't promise, just prove”.

Time for the
Australian waste management

industry to act, show and
prove.

Stephen Manallack is
a Director of the EastWest
Academy, leading Australian
trade missions and
engagement with India, and
the author of three books
including “Soft Skills for a Flat
World” published by Tata
McGraw-Hill India in
December 2012 - providing
insights into the “10 mindsets”
of Indian business. He serves
on the Judging Panel for the
Annual Business Awards of the
Indian Executive Club in
Melbourne. He is currently
preparing COMMUNICATING
YOUR PERSONAL BRAND book
and training programs.

EMAIL

stephen@manallack.com.au

https://www.linkedin.c
om/pulse/how-australia-can-help-
clean-india-achieve-ambitious-
goals-manallack
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Do you cultivate future leaders of India? Here are 3 to watch

Stephen Manallack
(Australian Author)

Who are the next
generation of Indian political
leaders? For business and
Government outside of India,
it is vital to develop
relationships now with those
who will take the lead later,
whether as politicians or
centres of influence.

Do you want to
participate in Modi’s big
schemes for Clean India,
Digital India, Smart Cities and
more? Is access to middle class
Indians the key for your
product or service? Do you
want to plan for the next
generation of Indian middle
class?

When you consider
that the BJP government of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has four years until possible re-
election, preparing for
generation change makes
good political and business
sense.

Of the many potential
future leaders, I would focus
on three who are very different
from each other — each poised
to take a step up in India’s
leadership, while already
highly significant and
influential in their current
posts. The three are Om
Prakash Mathur, Udit Raj and
(Prince) Lakshyaraj Singh
Mewar.

Om Prakash
Mathur

Known as Om
Mathur, aged 64, current
Member of Parliament (Rajya
Sabha) for Rajasthan State, he
is also National Vice President
of the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Having spent
over six years as party official
in charge within Modi’s state of
Gujarat, Mathur has built a
close relationship with Modi
who was then Chief Minister
and now as PM.

In 2014 he was seen
as a frontrunner for the
National Presidency of BIP, but
was pipped by close friend and
ally Amit Shah. Being close to
both Modi and Shah is a major
plus, as is his reputation as a
political organiser and
administrator. He was recently
given the major assignment of
heading the BIJP in Uttar
Pradesh with the task of
winning a really tough election
there in 2017. Still, he headed
the BJP in the state of
Maharashtra and they had
their first win there, so he is a
formidable planner, known for
organisational skills and
motivator of party volunteers.

Om Mathur is a big
believer in building young
membership of the party: “We
have to make our youth power
active by rising above caste
and religion and concentrating
on making the country strong
in economic and other
matters”. He is known as a
politician who “accepts
challenges” and for this he is
certainly on the way further
up.

Udit Raj

Udit Raj, age 55, is a
lifetime fighter of injustice and
defender of the downtrodden
— in India this means he has
been a champion of the Dalits
(once known as untouchables
and either at or below the
bottom of the old caste
system) and the Adivasis

(which are tribal Indians). Udit
Raj has made his way to the
centre of Indian politics, with a
belief that this is how he can
impact most change. He
recently joined the ruling BIP
Party and explains why —“After
Independence, the reins of
power have mostly been in the
hands of the Congress Party.
Even after sixty-six years of
Independence, there has not
been any significant change in
the socio-economic life of
Dalits and Adivasis.”

Prior to the Ilast
election he said: “When Shri
Narendra Modi becomes the
Prime Minister, Dalits and
Adivasis will not only get
participation in governance but
we shall be equal partners in
ushering in a prosperous and
strong India.”

There are 170 million
Dalits and 100 million Adivasis
— which also means Raj has
quite an electoral base. With
change this group increasingly
will find employment,
becoming part of a rising
economy, with disposable
income and aspirations. Udit
Raj is the man to lead them to
these aspirations, and it seems
he knows the key to making
change is to be influential at
the centre of politics — which
means key positions could be
around the corner.

One factor for
business and government
wanting connections and
advice in Delhi — he lives there,
his electorate is there and he
has a lifetime of lobbying there.

Lakshyaraj Singh
Mewar

He is 31 years old and
the current custodian of a

dynasty — the 1,500 year old
House of Mewar, the oldest
continuous dynasty in the
world. Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar
is an Executive Director of the
HRH Group (Historic Resort
Hotels) which own the largest
collection (at least ten) of
privately owned heritage
palace hotels “where once the
Maharanas of Mewar held
court”.,

Headquarters is the
amazing lakeside city of
Udaipur founded by the
legendary Pratap Singh (16th
century), a forbear of
Lakshyaraj who refused to
surrender to the Mughals and
created a strategically placed
and sustainable city much
admired today.

This young man has
worked rather than being
gifted titles — he studied in
Australia at the Blue Mountains
International Hotel
Management School and in
Singapore at Nanyang
University. He worked in the
Four Seasons Hotel and various
cafes in Sydney, gaining
experience which he has used
to add value to the heritage
hotels in India.

Lakshyaraj is a
community campaigner,
lending his name and personal
effort to causes for education,
health, environment and other
social causes. His mantra is
straightforward — “Don't talk,
just act. Don't say, just show.
Don't promise, just prove”.

He has been made a
President of the Udaipur
District Cricket Association, an
Advisor to the President of the
Rajasthan Cricket Association
and has won several hotel

industry awards including
Young Achievers Award of
2015.

What is next for him?
Perhaps it will be politics?
Maybe a role as a global
ambassador for the history and
heritage of India? Perhaps a
trade, investment and tourism
advocate in the way Prince
Charles has been for the UK?
Business and government with
an interest in closer ties with
India would well consider him
as one potential and influential
link. He will make the future
choice with care — “Taking a
step is easy. Taking the right
step is what's important.”

For business and
government outside of India, it
is vital to develop relationships
now with those who will take
the lead later, and these three
should be on your list.

Stephen Manallack is
a Director of the EastWest
Academy and the author of
three books including “Soft
Skills for a Flat World”
published by Tata McGraw-Hill
India in December 2012 -
providing insights into the “10
mindsets” of Indian business.
He serves on the Judging Panel
for the Annual Business
Awards of the Indian Executive
Club in Melbourne. He is
currently preparing
COMMUNICATING YOUR
PERSONAL BRAND book and
training programs.

EMAIL
stephen@manallack.com.au

https://www.linkedin
.com/pulse/do-you-cultivate-
future-leaders-india-here-3-
watch-stephen-manallack
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