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Dr. Udit Raj worsh|ps Buddha at the BHU

Dr. Indu Choudhary

Varanasi 20th
December, 2014. An
Interdisciplinary
International Seminar on
B uddhism,
Culture\Literature & the
Constitution of India
organized by the
Department of English,
Banaras Hindu University at
R.K. Hall on 20th December,
2014 where Dr. Udit Raj,
Hon’ble Member of
Parliament was invited as
Chief Guest, Ven. Prof.
Lobsang Norbu Shastri was
the Guest of Honour along
with Dr. B. P Ashok (PPS),
Dr. R. C. Gautam (Professor
of Hindi), Prof. K. M.
Pandey, HoD & Chairman of
the Seminar welcome the
guests. Dr. Indu Choudhary,
Convener apprised the
participants about the
contribution of Dr. Udit Raj,
INU Alumni, in raising the
issues faced by the
underprivileged people in
the Parliament of the
country and resolving many
of them. He launched a
vigorous campaign in 2006
for seeking reservation for
backward sections of
people in institutions of
higher education.  Dr. Udit
Rajis an international figure
and also a prolific writer.
He played an important role
in the rollback of four year
under-graduate program of
Delhi University.
Addressing the audience,
Dr. Udit Raj quoted
examples from day to day
life and his own personal

experiences.

said Buddhism has
appeared to be an
alternative as well
as a reformative
platform for Dalits
to refurbish their
caste identity
imposed on them
and to launch
reformative plans
and projects in
order to remove
casteism and
untouchability. As
a sixth century
religious belief
before Christ,
Buddhism
diagnosed the root

of human
existentialism and
formulated curative

theories and practices. It
paved utilitarian and non-
violent ways (which
Gandhiji too followed) for
the removal and
redemption of cruelty,
violence, hatred, pains,
sufferings and other social
ailments, as has been faced
by human society from time
to time. As the first social
revolutionary of India, we
find Lord Buddha as the
embodiment of theory and
praxis. If there was Panini,
there too was
Chandragomin, and if there
were Katyayana and

Patanjali, there too were
Jayaditya and
Jinendrabuddhi and

Purushottamdasa and alike
hailing from Buddhist
tradition during the
Nalanda period.

Friends, it is now time

to realize and recollect
how Buddhism has been
the enlightening and
enduring principle of our
historical progress and, as
Indians, we should take
pride in such advanced

social and religious
philosophies which the
western world still craves
for to take refuge in.
Ambedkar philosophy had
roots in Buddhism and
mission to make the
Indians realize that a
social philosophy
affirming a life of liberty,
equality and fraternity
cannot be found
anywhere but here in
Buddha’s Bharat alone.

I think the present
seminar on Buddhism,
Literature/Culture and the
Constitution of India is a
timely reminder to our
ignorance of the relevance
of Lord Buddha in our

i

times. Dr B.R. Ambedkar
understood the
humanitarian forces of
Buddhism and therefore
embraced it on 14 October,
1956 at a place called
Deeksha Bhoomi in Nagpur.
In Buddhism, he found a
rationalized faith embedded
with social equality, non-
violence and social service
that can replace ‘faith in
god’ with *faith in humanity.’
According to Ambedkar,
Social Buddhism provides

there things -
Understanding, Equality,
and Love. ‘Understanding’

to remove superstition and
supernaturalism and to
have correct view; ‘Samata’
or equality to hold all beings
equal and respectable; and
‘Karuna’ and love to any one
in crises.

In our times, Ambedkar
stands as a towering
intermediary between Dalits

and Buddhism. Apart from
being an architect of our
Constitution, Ambedkar
was an ambassador of
school and university
education, a pioneer of
development of science,
law and commerce. The
schools and colleges
established by him are
testimony to this. With all
these, I wish a grand
success to the seminar and
strongly believe that it
would come up with some
strategies and solutions for
new transformation of
Dalits in general and India
in particular. Dr. Indu
Choudhary greeted Dr. Udit
Raj with a memento of Lord
Budhha. Prof. K. M. Pandey
and Prof. G.C. Behera gave
vote of thanks with the
promise from Dr. Udit Raj
that he will be coming again
when the next seminar is
organized by the
Department. +++

Tamilnadu Confederation Unit declared

New Delhi, 22.12.2014:
At the conclusion of one-
day Rally organized by All
India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations, Dr.
Udit Raj, Ex-IRS, Member of
Parliament and National
Chairman of the
Confederation, nominated
following important office-
bearers against the posts
mentioned against their
names for Tamilnadu State
Unit of the Confederation,
besides thirty-five State
Organizing Secretaries,
with effect from 18th of
December, 2014:

1. State President &

Convenor: M. P. Kumar,
Southern railway,
Chennai

2. State General
Secretary & PR, Media Co-
ordinator : S. Karuppaiah
Madras Fertilizers Ltd.,
Manali, Chennai-68

3. Working President,
(a) G.Srinivasan CVRDE,
Defence, Avadi, Chennai-54

4. State Treasurer: J.
P. Nagapushanam,
Editor, Janapatrik & Dalit
Welfare Trust, No. 01, Lane
Street, Annasalai, Chennai-
02.

5. AsstTreasurer: C.
Ashok Kumar, OCF,
Defence, Avadi, Chennai

6. VicePresidents :
(1) D. Ravichandran,

OCF, Defence,
Chennai-54

Avadi,

(2) M. Kumaravel,
Postal Department,
Chennai

(3) E. Thiyagarajan,
Food Corporation of India,
Chennai

(4) M Mathiparayanar,
Dr. Ambedkar Makkal
Padai, Medical Store,
Periyamet, Chennai

All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations came into
being in October, 1997 to
get anti reservation orders
dated 30/01/1997,
02/07/1997, 22/07/1997,
13/08/1997 and

29/08/1997 repealed. Due
to its vibrant struggle, the
government made 81st,
82nd and 85th amendments
in the Constitution of India
and reservations were
protected. The main aim of
the Confederation is to build
a society which can achieve
a strong and happy nation.
Most of the Government of
India, State government
and public sector
departments have already
recognized the existence of
this Confederation and have
assured to extend their
continued support in the
future. There are over one
thousand Associations of
SC/ST employees working
in various State and Central
Government departments

and public sector
undertakings and social
workers throughout the
country as well as social
workers. Article 19 (e) of
Constitution of India
provides right to form
Associations and Unions
and to bring grievances of
members of these
Associations at State and
District levels and people in
general to the notice of
concerned Departments of
the Government for
redressal of their genuine
grievances. To strengthen
the hands of Government,
the Confederation has been
doing welfare activities
within the purview of the
Constitution since its very
inception. +<4+4
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25 lakh vs thousands

New Delhi, 8th Dec, 2014:
While speaking in the Rally,
held on 8th December,
2014, at Ram Lila Maidan,
New Delhi, Dr. Udit Raj,
National Chairman, All
India Confederation of
SC/ST Federations, asked a
large audience
categorically that whether
25 lakh employees and
officers who are well-
educated and having
secure career can better
fight for the society or
about one thousand MPs
and MLAs. These MLAs
and MPs or for that matter
SC/ST political workers in
different political parties
depend on upper caste
leaders who dictate what
has to be done. In such

circumstances, how can
you leave the responsibility
to politicians to empower
the society, and high
expectation is like day-
dreaming. It is not that all
politicians are betrayers
and selfish but they know
their limitations. If they try
to assert they have to face
consequences. It is the
party which arranges
finance, voters and workers
and disobeying the dictates
of the party tantamount to
denial of these facilities. In
absence of these privileges,
politicians lose their
strength and the same Dalit
society does not guarantee
any kind of security and
protection to promote
them. It is very horrifying

and humiliating to them
as no one cares. Unlike
other society, ours is a
different which is selfish
and coward. If upper
caste politicians are
humiliated and betrayed,
their caste herd comes
out on road and speaks
and protests but do we
ever witness in case of
Dalits and tribals? Not
only SC/ST political
activities are neglected by
upper caste dominated
party and politicians but
they are deserted by their
own people. However, it
does not mean that SC/ST
political activists are
paying back to society
what is expected of them.
A few try to discharge

their responsibility but due
to insecurity and the lack of
knowledge, they are
crippled.

The number of SC/ST
employees must be around
25 lakh in the country and
they are equipped with
knowledge and having job
security till the age of sixty,
who else can be better than
these two better pay back to
society. The number is also
very high to encompass the
vast society. They have
money, talent and time to
give right direction to the
society. The All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations believes in it
and it has empirical basis.
It was these employees
who struggled for

cancellation of anti-
reservation orders. If any
employee pretexts that he
cannot do so, it is simply
cheating as has been
proved. If the message of
social justice could spread
fast in northern India after
the eighties, the role was
played by employees. So
now the time has come
that lakhs of employees
come out and awaken the
society. Thereisnoriskin
doing so as it is a smooth
process. What they have
to do is to share their mind
and money, and that will
awaken sleeping people.
Ours is a huge society, and
uniting them with right
consciousness will take
care of our dignity, right
and share in governance.

Jammu & Kashmir Confederation Unit reconstitutes its State unit

JAMMU, 30" Dec, 2014:
All India Confederation of
SsC/ST/OBGC
Organisations(J&K) today
reconstituted its State unit
in a meeting held at its
office to further strengthen
the ongoing struggle for
upliftment of SC/ST/OBCs
of the State. Mr. R. K.
Kalsotra, President of the
State Unit nominated
following enrolled members
as office bearers of the
State Unit- Darshan
Bhagat, Mustag Badgami,
Ramesh Sarmal, Parveen
Jaryal and Ashaqg Ali Watal
as Vice Presidents; Rohit
Verma and B L Bhardwaj as
General Secretaries;
Ramesh Kaith, Krishna
Bangotra, Shabnam Gureji,

Haji Ahsan Ali Gonkapa, and
Tsering Morup as Joint
Secretaries; Hardutt
Saryara and Nazir Ahmed
Khattana as Organising
Secretaries; Mohinder
Kumar and Mehraj-Ud-Din
Khattana as Public
Secretaries, and Harbans
Lal Loach as a Treasurer. Mr.
Kalsotra clarified that
further expansion of office
bearers will be carried outin
the near future to fortify the
cause which the
Confederation is pursuing.
The President gave a call to
the entire cadre to
participate in the Dignity &
Rights Maharally to be held
at Ramlila Maidan, New
Delhi on 08 December, 2014
to demand passing of 117"

Constitutional Amendment
to provide Reservation in
Promotion, Reservation in
private Sector & Judiciary,
Ban Contract System in
Safai Work, Fill up backlog
posts by special drive, Right
to Equal Opportunity of
Education, Land to the
Landless & Tiller, Enact
Reservation Act, Legislation
to SCP/TSP/OBC, Caste
Certificate of one State
should be valid in other
States, Raise Scholarship
amount as per Price Index,
Stop dilution of ST Status,
Political Reservation to ST
and implement in toto
Mandal Commission Report
in J&K.

+++

Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/~
One year : Rs. 150/-

Sometimes, it might
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New Delhi, 8th
December, 2014 : Today,
lakhs of SC/ST employees
and social activists under
the banner of All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations assembled at
Ramlila Ground, New Delhi
from 10 AM onwards where
the crowd started pouring
in right from the day break.
Confederation's Chairman,
Dr. Udit Raj welcomed them
and thanked for coming to
the Rally from all corners of
the country with high hopes
that outstanding demands
of the Dalits will be heard
and considered by the
government.

Dr. Udit Raj exhorted
employees and social
activists that they are to
fight for their rights. They
should not consider
themselves other than
political representatives in
so far as serving Dalits and
Adivasis is concerned. In
other words, SC/ST
employees represent these
people as politicians do. Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar had hoped
more from educated people
to struggle for justice. This
is the 17th Rally of All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations and is the
largest socio-economic
organization in the country.
It is the organization with a
difference which always
engages constructive work
rather than accusing the
upper castes. Because of
this approach, the
Confederation has
positioned itself to add
many rights for the Dalits. It
was only due to the
struggle of Confederation
only that Vajpayee-led
Government made 81st,
82nd, and 85th
Constitutional
amendments. Not only
service related grievances
of SC/ST employees are
taken up by us on day- to-
day basis but atrocities
cases also. Confederation
made private sector
reservation a popular
agenda.

This time there is much
more enthusiasm in the

ek of Dalf demonstes their slrenglh al Ramiila Ground, New Delh

rank and file, as the new
government has portrayed
high hopes for us. Thisisa
well-known fact that in six
months of functioning of
the government not much
can be expected. When
UPA came in to power in
2004, it moved fast to
introduce a bill to enact
Reservation Act in 2004.
The bill was passed in 2009
but when deficiency was
noticed, the government
withdrew it with the
promise to reintroduce it
but it remained mirage
even in second tenure of
the government. We hope
that this government will
passit.

Another bill to remove
the bottlenecks in
promotion was introduced
in Rajya Sabha in 2012 but
got stuck in Lok Sabha and
there should not be any
difficulty to meet this
demand also. There are a
lot of anomalies and
confusion in implementing
reservation. Recently,
Punjab and Haryana High
Courts has delivered a
decision which has
tremendous negative
impact on reservation in
promotions for SC/ST
employees and now they
are being reverted. To
strengthen the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, a bill
is pending in the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Social Justice
and Empowerment which
can be easily passed.
Recently a mega survey
was conducted by National
Council of Applied
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Economic Research
(NCAER) and the University
of Maryland, US which
revealed that still
one/fourth of Indian
population is subjected to
the age-old concept of
untouchability. In addition
to these grievances,
contract system is playing
havoc and therefore it
should be banned. There
are a very few recruitments
in the government
departments and to meet
the requirements of
teachers, doctors, nurses,
assistants, peons etc., they
are recruited either on ad-
hoc or temporary basis
where no reservation
system is followed, thus
denying opportunities to
SC/ST candidates. For a
bulk of these employees
comprising thirty to forty
percent of the total
workforce, there is
complete denial of
reservation. When after a
certain interval they are
going to be regularized,
SC/ST candidates are not
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considered, because they
don't have working
experience. And hence they
are suffering from double
jeopardy. We urge upon the
government that it should
apply reservation for
temporary and contractual
recruitment. The caste
certificate of one State
should be valid in other
States.

The UPA government
set up three committees to
explore all possibilities to
provide reservation in
private sector and that
finally did not come through
and a compromise formula
was worked out with all
major industrial
associations that they will
work for SC/ST in various
fields like education,
entrepreneurship and jobs.
However, the corporate
houses came forward to do
welfare for SC/STs through
other instruments like
imparting tuitions, physical
training and preparing
entrepreneurs but there is
hardly any visible result.

Nijtin Gadkar
alr B L Blrw

These communities are
totally excluded from
mainstreams like capital
markets, industries, IT,
service sector, private
education, film, journalism,
export-import, land etc.
and it has a bearing not
only on the lives of these
communities but unity and
integrity of the country.
How can a nation progress
when such a large
population is kept out of the
mainstream? If such a large
section of well-educated
population is kept out of the
main stream development
process, it is fraught with
the danger of these
educated youths swaying
away from the mainstream
society. Even advance
countries like USA have
policy of affirmative action,
which is not only equal to
reservation but more than
that. Deprived people over
there do not get
opportunity in government
sectors only but in private
sector as well.
+++
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