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Appeal to the Readers|

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don’t receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-
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You keep the cow'’s tail

Anand Patwardhan

The march that
reached Una on August 15
marked the most significant
Independence Day I have
ever witnessed. Mainstream
media, barring exceptions,
paid scant heed, focusing
instead on the prime
minister’s usual sabre-
rattling. Headlines gleefully
reported that Narendra Modi
had laid down the gauntlet
against Pakistan. You mess
with Kashmir and we will
mess with Balochistan, he
declared, tacitly admitting a
democratic failure in both
countries.

What transpired at Una
was dramatically different.
The trigger was last month'’s
public parading and flogging
of Dalit youth who had been
skinning a dead cow. The
“cow protectors” recorded
and circulated their feat on
social media. As the clip went
viral, Dalits were shocked
into action.

Gujarat has often seen
anti-Dalit atrocities with the
police displaying its upper
caste bias. By 2002, a new
right-wing strategy
emerged. Dalits were
recruited as foot-soldiers to
attack Muslims. In the next
decade, as the RSS aspired
to capture national power,
Ambedkar began to appear
on BJP banners and an
alliance with Dalits appeared

possible. But while
Ambedkar’s icon was
desirable, not so his

egalitarian vision and deep
distaste for misogynist Hindu
shastras. Predictably, caste
violence increased in
proportion to Dalit assertion.
In 2012 at Thangadh, the
police used AK 47s to Kkill
three unarmed Dalit

protesters. With Modi as PM,
cow vigilantes and Hindutva
militants were further
emboldened.

With seven per cent
Dalits in Gujarat, mass
mobilisation has never been
easy. Valiant leaders like
Valjibhai Patel are in their
80s, while sops and inertia
have robbed the community
of effective elders. Itis in this
vacuum that a young Dalit
like Jignesh Mevani
emerged. He and
other youth leaders
like the Parmars,
Suresh Aadya and
Advocate Shamshad
Pathan have given
shape to the
spontaneous
uprising after Una.
This potent mix of
young Dalits and
Muslims also has the
invaluable support of
people like Rahul
Sharma, one of the
bravest IPS police
officers who tried to
stem the Gujarat
riots of 2002, only to
face innumerable
obstacles ever since.

Support poured in
from across the country. The
ambitious route covered 400
kilometers in 10 days, partly
on foot and partly in
assorted vehicles, stopping
before every town so people
could proceed on foot to be
greeted by a welcoming
party from the approaching
town. Fed and refreshed
they set off, again on foot
towards the next town,
accompanied for a part of
the journey by their recent
hosts.

The support base kept
growing until the caravan
reached the outskirts of Una

on August 14. Here, they
faced the first signs of upper
caste resistance. Near
Samter, where the Dalit
youth had first been
assaulted, the OBC Durbar
community staged a road
block. The marchers avoided
confrontation and took a
detour to reach Una by the
14th afternoon. The previous
night, Grishma of Dalit

Camera had gone to Samter
village after hearing about
their aggression. She

barely managed to get back
with her equipment intact.
The next day she went again
with a young reporter to
interview Durbar men when
they suddenly went on the
offensive. As the reporters
were escaping on a
motorbike, a car deliberately
chased and knocked them
down and then sped off. Both
suffered injuries, but
bandaged and bleeding,
were back on the job that
very night.

On the 15th, Una rang
with cries of “Jai Bhim” as
people arrived in droves. We
stopped at an Ambedkar
statue where, under a tent, a
large family was sitting on a

Tamil Nadu State Convention to be held on 17th Sep.

The Tamil

Nadu State Convention of the All

India

Confederation of SC/ST Organizations will be held on Saturday,
17th September 2016 in the presence of Dr. Udit Raj, National
Chairman of the Confederation, to fight for our Constitutional rights
such as reservation in promotion, reservation in private sector,
condemning SC/ST atrocities, filling up backlog vacancies and to
honor SC/ST movement leader with the Dr. Ambedkar Award. All

Confederation

leaders,

office bearers,

members of the

Confederation from Tamil Nadu and nearby states, as well as
dedicated missionaries are requested to attend the Convention
from 9 AM to 4 PM on 17th September 2016 at Faiz Mahal A/c Hotel
Imperial Complex, Near Albert Theatre, Egmore, Chennai 600 008.

S. Karuppaiah
Tamil Nadu State President
All India Confederation of SC/ST Organizations
098946 18322, skpmfl@rediffmail.com

hunger strike. We heard the
heartrending tale of the
Sarvaiyya family. They were
the only Dalits in a Koli (OBC)
village and owned 15 acres
of irrigated land. Four years
ago, young Lalji Sarvaiyya
was burnt alive in his hut by
a mob that suspected he had
eloped with a Koli girl. The
Sarvaiyyas are now jobless
and homeless as promises to
grant them an alternate plot
have not materialised.

By now,
despite roadblocks
and stone pelting,
20,000 had
reached Una.
Apart from local
Dalits, there were
Rohith Vemula’s
mother and
brother, Dontha
Prashanth of
Ambedkar
Students
Association and
many more from
all castes and
creeds
representing
various shades of
the politics of
reason. Speeches from the
stage were limited as getting
home safely was a priority
that could be ensured only if
the meeting concluded early.

On August 15, as the
tricolour unfurled in the
presence of Radhika Vemula
and other affected Dalit
families, the Jana Gana
Mana was sung by
thousands of voices that this
country has rarely been
interested in hearing.
Jignesh called out: “You can
keep the cow’s tail. But give
us our land!” An oath was
administered: “We vow not
to enter your sewers and not
to skin your dead cattle.”

The government was
given 30 days to grant every
Dalit family five acres of
land, failing which a rail roko
would be launched.
Jignesh’s speech was
followed by JNU’s Kanhaiya
Kumar who had come to Una
despite running a high fever
(later diagnosed as malaria).
His speech was short and
ended with the now famous
chant demanding azadi from
Brahminism, casteism,
capitalism, and fascism.

Babu Sarvaiiya, father
of the boys beaten at Una,
spoke about the terror being
unleashed in the
countryside. Radhika
Vemula spoke of how after
Rohith’s death, her new
family consists of oppressed

Dalits everywhere.

The meeting concluded
at noon but the day had not
ended. A backlash was
underway. On the Samter
side of the bridge leading out
of Una, Durbar youth were
stopping vehicles and
beating up presumed Dalits.
Ambulances screamed up
and down the road. On the
Una side, Dalit supporters
began creating their own
roadblock. The police
concentrated on persuading
Dalits not to indulge in
violence. The situation was
volatile. As tempers soared,
organisers reminded people
that Ambedkar had never
resorted to violence.

The Gir Somnath police
chief ingenuously assured us
that arrests of Durbars would
be done as soon as law and
order was restored. Jignesh’s
presence meant that Dalits
would keep gathering
around him so it was decided
that he should return to
Ahmedabad through
alternate routes. We stayed
back with cameras to keep
the pressure on the police to
ensure the safety of the
protesters. We visited a
government hospital in Una
where four injured Dalit boys
had been brought in. Their
motorcycles were destroyed.
One had a brother missing.
They recognised their Durbar
attackers. A Dalit was
brought in with a bullet injury
in his leg. We went back to
the police station to ask them
to file FIRs. Again we were
assured that this would be
done “once law and order
was restored”.

The police finally
cleared the road to Samter,
resorting to firing in the air.
We left town that night and
heard of no further major
incidents.

The positive impact has
been huge but criticism
exists that local Dalits bore
the brunt. Yet when we
talked to the injured in Una,
they were very proud to have
helped end the silence.
Landless Dalits forever
forced to do jobs no one else
would do have demanded
both respect and land.

Dead cows now litter
many villages of Gujarat — a
lesson for the whole country.

- Patwardhan is a
documentary filmmaker

- Courtesy: Indian
Express ( August 26,
2016)
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Five-year plan junked, fate of Dalit sub-plans worries MP

NEW DELHI: As the Modi
government consigns five-year
plans to history, BJP's prize Dalit
catch and Rajya Sabha MP
Narendra Jadhav has warned
that it would pose an existential
threat to the Dalit sub-plan -
mandatory budgetary
allocation to feed schemes for
welfare of Scheduled Castes
(SCs).

"I don't know what will
happen to Scheduled Caste Sub
Plan (SCSP). If there is no 13th
five-year plan... there may be
no Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan
Tribal Sub-Plan," Jadhav told
TOIL. "I certainly do (see a
threat to SCSP). This is the
most important component
which deals with the
underprivileged," Jadhav said.

SCSPTSP mandates that
every central ministry or
department will allocate budget
for SCST welfare in proportion
to their population. They are
mentioned in detail in every
plan paper to ensure they guide
the budgetary process.

A Planning Commission
member under the UPA, Jadhav
was picked by BJP to be part of
Ambedkar's 125th birth
anniversary celebrations
committee before being sent to
Rajya Sabha as a nominated
MP.

The 12th plan will end in
2017 and the government has
said it would not come out with
another five-year plan but
would replace it with a 15-year
vision document and three-year
action plan.

Asked if the twin sub-plans
could not exist as part of annual
ministerial budgets which
would continue even in the
changed system, Jadhav said,
"It was not happening even
when SCSP existed. So, what
will happen when it is not
there? Moral pressure will not
be there as it did under five-
year plan."

The sub-plans came into
being in the 1970s but their

implementation remained
poor. The sub-plans were said
to be impractical since most
central departments were
executing projects like roads,
schools and in frastructure,
which catered to all,
irrespective of caste.

As Planning Commission
member, Jadhav had revised
the guidelines to exempt
some ministries from
SCSPTSP to make the system
workable. He said allocations

under subplans did not cross
9.50% which was way short
of the population share of
Dalits and tribals. "In the last
three years, there has been
no improvement in the
earmarking and actual
expenditure under sub-plans.
I showed it in my maiden
speech in Rajya Sabha," he
added.

The RS MP said the gap
in socio-economic indicators

of Dalits and other
communities had narrowed a
bit but was still very high.
"Effective implementation of
SCSP and TSP will go a long
way in solving the problems
faced by underprivileged
communities," he said.

http://timesofindia.indiat
imes.com/india/Five-year-
plan-junked-fate-of-Dalit-
sub-plans-worries-MP/
articleshow/53866146.cms

All India Confederation
of SC/ST Organisations

Massive Rally

28th November 2016
Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi

The problems faced by us, Dalits, tribals and backwards, are not just political,
but due to social and economic reasons also. Whosoever may be in power, atrocities and
discrimination will continue. Atrocities against us have occurred even where a Dalit was the
Chief Minister. Dr. Ambedkar had said that without social democracy, political democracy
will be meaningless, and for this, we must change society - through deeksha into
Buddhism, abolition of superstitions, creation of a caste less society; at least, caste
divisions amongst Dalits must be annihilated. Through all this, we can understand that
thousands of years of inequalities and exploitation must be fought regularly, even if the
Government is headed by Dalits or backwards. 5 anti-reservation orders were issued by
DOPT when there was Social Justice Government at Centre. When Ku. Mayawati was the
Chief Minister; we lost reservation in promotion case in Lucknow High Court. These

examples make it amply clear the need to struggle on a regular basis. Our parents gave birth to us, but we got reservation only
through the efforts of Dr. Ambedkar. Reservation was given not only for our own benefits, but to fight for other deprived brothers
and sisters. This is why, irrespective of whether one be a Minister or a Member of Parliament or a sarpanch or an officer; they are
all responsible to fight for the empowerment of society. In Jhajjar, Haryana 5 Dalits were killed for skinning the carcass of a dead
cow; everyone knows the recent happenings in Una in Gujarat. Still, some people treat us as less than animals.

The All India Confederation of SC/ST Organisations was formed in 1997 to fight against 5 anti-reservation orders, and
our fight began through rallies, agitations etc. The rally organised by the Confederation on 11th December 2000 at Ramlila
Maidan, New Delhi was one of the largest in the history of independent India; this built pressure on the Govt., the 81st, 82nd and
85th Constitutional Amendments were passed and reservation was saved. On 4th November 2001, lacs of people took deeksha
into Buddhism under the leadership of the Confederation. In 2006, we fought and won the Nagaraj case in the Supreme Court,
related to the 85th Constitutional Amendment. We stood with OBC reservation in higher education in 2006. When the Anna
Hazare movement pressed for a Lokpal Bill, we agitated against it and presented the Bahujan Lokpal Bill, and due to that,
reservation was introduced here as well. Otherwise, the Lokpal could have become the largest platform for exploitation of
SC/STs and OBCs by bringing fictitious cases of corruption.

In 2008, Ku. Mayawati, the then Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, passed orders that the Prevention of Atrocities Act,
1989, which included 22 atrocities, be applied only in cases of murder and rape. Then we fought against this in the Allahabad
High Court by filing a Public Interest Litigation and it was restored to its original form. This Act was amended by Parliament in
2015, which included 123 atrocities. The Bill for reservation in promotion was to be passed by Parliament - it had been hoped
that the Bill would be passed by now, but that has not happened. We have to start off a revolution to get this Act passed. From
the time Dr. Udit Raj became a Member of Parliament, he has not left any opportunity to raise issues related to SC/STs in
Parliament; it is likely that no other M.P. has raised as many issues — www.uditraj.com/gallery/video &
www.youtube.com/user/druditraj

Dr. Udit Raj has introduced a private member Bill for reservation in the private sector in Parliament. Do the forward
castes need reservation in private sector? Dr. Udit Raj has done his duty - why is society still sleeping? Why have lacs and crores
of people not come out on the street and pressured political parties to pass a Constitutional Amendment for reservation in the
private sector? More than half of reservation has already been diluted by outsourcing, contract system and ad hoc
appointments. We have to continue fighting against this, but we cannot survive without reservation in private sector. To fight for
our main demands of filling up of backlog vacancies, stopping outsourcing and contract system, regularization of safai
karamcharis, caste certificates issued by one state being
valid throughout the country, equal education etc., you
must participate in the rally on 28th November 2016 at
Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi at 11 AM to ensure that we
getour rights.
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Social causes responsible for our loss at the Olympics

could win only 2 medals.

This is not a new
phenomenon for us. Whenever
some thing of this kind occurs,
all parts of societies discuss
failure of the Government and
are satisfied. The Government
and the bureaucracy generally
do not have the courage to say
openly that this is not just the
Government's responsibility.
Those who profess themselves
to be outraged; are they ready
to come forward and do
something for sports in India, or
will they be satisfied only with
discussions? The sportspersons
who are given facilities - are
they able to utilise them
properly? There are many
people afraid to enter the arena
of sports because there is no
guarantee of livelihood down
the line. Dalits and backwards
face exclusion even in the field
of sports. When we blame the
Government for our failure in
sports, we are unable to enter
into the real reasons for our
shameful performance.
Jamaica and Kenya are
countries much smaller than
ours, and facilities there are
also worse than ours, yet they
do much better in Olympics
thanus.

While Olympic silver
medallist P V Sindhu was being
celebrated throughout the
country, many people were
trying to find out her caste.
When she was playing Carolina
Marin in the finals, around 9 lac
Indians were googling to find
her caste. Before that, no one
was interested in knowing her
caste, but as soon as she
reached the pre-quarterfinals,
her caste became a hot topic of
curiosity. When she reached the
semifinals, the number of
people searching for her caste
increased almost 10 times.
Similarly, people also started
googling to find out Sakshi
Malik's caste. When there is so
much casteism in sports, then
good results are unlikely to be
seen. A Dalit, Vinod Kambli had
started playing cricket with

In the Rio Olympics, India

to a major controversy, while
Sachin's son Arjun Tendulkar
was selected despite his
comparatively poorer
performance. Later it was
found out that Arjun had been
selected much earlier. We can
find many similar instances
proving that the caste system is
responsible for our poor
performance in sports.

We are taught the
importance of hard work in
schools, but reality is much
different. Since manual
labor is not at all
respected in our
country, most people try
to escape from this.
Slowly, a system has
developed where
people are not
interested in physical
labor, unless it becomes
necessary. Some castes
cannot escape physical
labor since that is still
their only source of
livelihood. This system
has lead to a weakening
of our physical prowess,
which is necessary for
sports. Another
corollary of this is that
unless one is educated,
they will be doomed to a
life of physical labor. In
other countries,
education is not related
to employment and
status, so people start
playing from childhood.
Daughters of the
world's most powerful
man, President Obama
are working as waiters.
There everyone is
responsible for their
own lives, there is no
concept of ancestral
property and being
dependant on parents.
There whether one's
work be physical or
intellectual, clean or
unclean, there is no
effect on social status
and standing. When in
our country, there is no

influences, then perhaps the
concept of vegetarianism would
not have harmed our physical
growth - we are denied a high
protein diet of chicken, mutton
and eggs. The performance of
the United States in sports
improved after blacks were
brought into the mainstream;
similarly, in India Dalits and
backwards must also be
brought into the mainstream.
Our society is selfish, as soon as
a player achieves some
success, heis lured into a life of

AII Indla Confederation of
SC/ST Organisation

Jdit"Raj
National Chairman

comfort and security. The
amount spent by the
Government on sports is not
small, but what can the
Government do when people
are greedy and selfish? There is
corruption in our system, but
that alone is not responsible for
our poor performance. The
countries which are doing well
in sports today must have been
poor once, but it is better to
look for solutions instead of
playing the blame game. After
our poor performance, many

Calls

Grand Rally

28 Nov 2016

For Reservation | |n Promotlon
& Pvt. Sector, end of contract system
and outsourcing and
g atrocities against Dalits

Join in large numbers to

pledges are taken to do better
next time, but the situation
remains the same. When a
country of 125 crore people
performs so poorly in the
Olympics, then it is felt that it is
better that the country not
participate in such events - at
least then such a poor
performance will not be seen
on the world stage.

- Dr. Udit Raj

make the Rally successful
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