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Industry needs to develop 'Adarsh’ Villages

The Indian Prime Minister
announced from the ramparts
of the red fort last year an
exemplary declaration that
now the time has come when
villages should be made
habitats like cities. He asked
each Member of Parliament to
adopt a village on a yearly
basis. The vision behind this
scheme is to develop a village
in which all basic infrastructure
like drainage, health mapping,
good education, skill training,
mechanized and organic
agricultural activities, safe
drinking water, use of locally
available renewable energy,
extension of internet and Wi-Fi
facilities, sports, sanitation and
hygiene, promotion of micro
and small enterprises, financial
inclusion, creation of trade
centre, promotion of tourism,
gender equality and social
justice and empowerment. I
have adopted the village Jaunti
in Mundka, New Delhi which is
in North West Delhi
Parliamentary Constituency
and approximately 25 km from
the heart of Delhi and takes an
hour or so to reach from
Central Delhi. Though FICCI is
doing a lot of developmental
activities with support from its
members, so far hardly any

model, be it energy,
infrastructure or village waste
have been created which can
be considered as an ideal
which can be replicated in rural

India. My request to
industrialists and
philanthropists is to

concentrate on Sansad Adarsh
Gram Yojana (SAGY), which is
monitored not only by me, but
directly by the Rural
Development Ministry and the
Prime Minister's Office. For the
time being, if the stakeholders
like FICCI extend a helping
hand to develop the village,
their efforts can be amplified
many times. Why I am saying
so because this contribution of
yours will bring about
reformation and movement,
like that of the Meiji reform of
Japan, renaissance and
reformation in Europe and the
cultural revolution in China.
Governments and the civil
society organisations, NGOs
and industries have resource
constraints in providing each
rural habitat their basic needs
because our population is
huge. The proverb “to teach
how to fish than offer a fish” is
apt in this context too as with
the creation of such model
villages, a message will be sent

across the country that it is
possible. It is well-nigh
impossible without external
help. CSR and the NGO efforts
are more relevant in developed
countries, but in our case, they
have limitations as gap is huge,
and needs are infinite.
Governments and FICCI-like
organisations play the role of a
catalyst, but at the end of the
day, the people of the country
themselves have to rise to the
occasion to develop the
Nation. In the first week of
June, my Secretary Mr.
Somnath and I were in
Washington to impress upon
not only the Indian diaspora,
but all others who are in the
realm of philanthropy,
development and investments.
They too like the concept of
creation of Model Villages.
Through creation of model
villages, flight of rural people
towards cities can be checked.
A few in the cities may idealize
the simplicity of village life, but
the fact remains that most of
them would prefer to leave
villages and settle in cities.
They come to the cities for
want

of employment, and have
better amenities and
opportunities to develop

themselves. This has snarled
city administration, as due to
an unmanageable population,
city administrations are unable
to provide housing, roads,
power, education, healthcare
and in this way, there is not
only an imbalance in cities, but
in rural India too. For instance,
Delhi is tremendously
overpopulated and that has
created a chaotic situation and
highest level of pollution and it
was a shame for us that
President Obama's life
spanwas reduced by six hours
when he spent three days in
Delhi, as per their
observations.

Is it possible to build
the India that we desire? Yes, it
is. A few hold the opinion that
igh density of population is the
cause of these problems, but
other countries having higher
density of population like Japan
and South Korea have proved
that it is a boon. Through
making India skilled, and
creation of Sansad Adarsh
Gram, we can also turn the
situation upside down, that is,
our huge population can be an
asset instead of acurse. In third
and fourth week of June, we
took a tour to Australia and
New Zealand. While interacting

My plans for the holistic development of Jaunti are listed below:

Last mile infrastructure connectivity of global standards
Restoring existing heritage structures

Promoting the village as a tourist attraction

Minimum of 2 bank accounts for every household
Providing support and market access to local artisans,
especially those involved in traditional handicrafts

100% Immunization
100% Voter Enrollment
0% School drop-out rate
100% Wi-Fi penetration
Housing for all

0 untreated sewage

1 Multi-purpose digital community centre

1 Tertiary healthcare centre
Health insurance for all
1 Sports complex

Minimum of 1 toilet per household

Skill development programs for all unemployed youth
Free universal primary healthcare access

Institution of higher learning

Promotion of kabaddi through training and financial incentives

with people in Sydney
(Australia), it was mentioned
repeatedly that the British
convicts started arriving in
Australia around 1770 and it is
they who built the modern
Australia. If they can develop
their nation in approximately
200 years, where have we
wronged to not have achieved
the same in 5000 years? New
Zealand's population is
equivalent to the population of
my constituency and Delhi's
population is more than that of
Australia and yet what
development has happened
there! New Zealand is a world
leader in the fields of
agriculture and dairy
production. India is blessed
with flat and fertile land, and
with three climatic seasons,
which is quite ideal for dairy
and agricultural production.
Through creation of modern
villages, at least, agriculture
and dairy products can be
developed to equal those of
New Zealand, and this will take
care of several issues. Last,
but not the least, I appeal to
your members that instead of
investing their energy and
resources elsewhere, they
should help in developing an
Adarsh village to help the
country reach the ranks of
developed Nations.

- Dr. Udit Raj

Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha)

National Chairman

All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations
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Allahabad's Blatantly Upper - Caste Character

Brahmins and
Kayasthashave cornered 50
per cent of the “positions of
power and influence” in the
city. Their domination extends
to NGOs, courts and the
media.Ankita Aggarwal, Jean
Dréze and Aashish Gupta were
struck by how many Sharmas,
Tripathis and Srivastavas
(mostly men) they ran into
whenever their academic and
research work took them from
Delhi to Allahabad. Brahmins

a visiting professor at the
Govind Ballabh Pant Social
Science Institute, Allahabad.
Aggarwal, Dréze and Gupta
jointly published the findings of
their research in an article
titled “Caste and the Power
Elite in Allahabad” in the 7
February 2015 issue of the
Economic and Political Weekly.

Table1l:

U = Allahabad University. BDO

obtained similar data from an
informal sample of people
involved in intermediate and
subordinate occupations.
Those in the intermediate
occupations included peons,
clerks and security guards,
while the subordinate
occupations covered the
rickshaw pullers, gardeners
and safai karamcharis. Even
among the intermediate
occupations, which “do not
require special skills beyond

when it came to the
subordinate occupations,
which mostly involve manual
labour, the proportion of upper
castes was minuscule. The
findings of these studies were
in agreement with research
done earlier on the caste
composition of workplaces, be
it the boardrooms of large
businesses, newsrooms or
among the secretaries to the
Government of India.

Table2:

Table 1: Share of Upper Castes in Positions of
Power and Influence, Allahabad (%)

F o] r
positions of power
and influence, see

Reference Group Upper Castes Brahmin Table 1
and Kayastha “Intermediate
Leaders of teachers' unions (17) 100 76 positio n'SI"
. comprise: mainly
AIIahe?bad Press CIub., office bearers (16) 100 75 Class 4 staff,
Proprietors of advertisement agencies (11) 91 55 accounts clerk,
Hospital doctors (99) 89 37 SeCSNd | alf:d firfSF
e . . grade clerks, safai
Bar Association, executive committee (28) 86 68 nayak (cleaning
Prominent publishers (12) 83 42 supervisor), nayab
GBPSSI faculty (15) 80 60 m(l)lharrir (re\f/fenm;
o . . collection officer
Advocate Association, executive committee (14) 79 57 and “helper” at the
NGO representatives (30) 77 47 Allahabad
Union leaders (clerical & manual workers) (49) 76 55 |‘C’| unicip adl
_ . * orporation, an
Allahabad University faculty* (112) 76 54 also guards and
Police officers (district and block levels) (28) 68 39 junior clerical staff
IIIT Allahabad faculty (47) 68 36 g'f thel GSB' Pant
f : ocCla clence
High court judges (75) 68 32 Institute. Size of
High court lawyers* (100) 67 44 each group
Traders' association (6) 67 0 (numbe f) of
SO persons n
College principals (16) 56 19 brackets. Source:

Junior engineers, Allahabad municipality (20) 55 30 EPW

Total (1,077) 75 46 Aggarwal,
Dréze and Gupta
dismissed the
and Kayasthas form a litle = Block Development Officer. elementary education”, the common

more than 10 per cent of Uttar
Pradesh's population, so this
meant almost 90 per cent were
unrepresented in these
“positions of power and
influence (POPIs)”. They
trolled the websites of the
various public institutions in
the city for the names of the
people in POPIs and obtained
their lists of employees and
directories. From these
institutions, including
Allahabad University, Indian
Institute of Information
Technology, the Press Club and
the NGOs, they had 1852
names in all. On investigating
these names for caste, at least
75 per cent turned out to be
upper-caste and about 50 per
cent to be Brahmins and
Kayasthas.

Ankita Aggarwal is a
researcher associated with the
National Institute of Rural
Development and Aashish
Gupta is a research fellow at
the Research Institute for
Compassionate Economics.
Jean Dréze is a well-known
economist who has co-
authored several books with
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen;
he was a member of the
National Advisory Council
when the UPA was in power at
the Centre, and has also been

CDO = Chief Development
Officer. GBPSSI = G B Pant
Social Science Institute. IIIT =
Indian Institute of Information
Technology. Size of the group is
given in brackets. Asterisks
indicate cases where a sample
was taken, due to the large size
of the group; in such cases, the
number in brackets is the size
of the sample. Source: EPW

The authors didn't restrict their
study to the positions of power
and influence. They also

upper castes were
overrepresented. However,

justification that there is a lack
of people belonging to the
historically disadvantaged

social groups who are qualified
enough for POPIs as “lame”
and that it only applies to jobs
that require exceptional
qualification. They cited the
India Human Development
Survey 2004-05, which
showed that in Uttar Pradesh,
the OBCs, Dalits, Muslims and
others together had more
adult graduates — 51 per cent
of the total — than the upper
castes. However, the authors
say, “the massive social
inequalities in access to
education (especially quality
education)” do allow the upper
castes to dominate public
institutions. But there are
other reasons, too. “Upper-
caste persons tend to have
friends and well-wishers in
influential positions, not just
because they are relatively
affluent and well-educated but
also by virtue of their caste and
family ties,” the authors write.
These networks are preserved
from one generation to
another through endogamous
marriages. Then there is plain
discrimination against the
Bahujans during recruitment,
as well as poor implementation
and cunning circumventing of
reservation norms.

The authors
conclude that their findings
make a “a strong case for
greater attention to diversity in
public institutions, of the sort
that has significantly reduced
ethnic or gender imbalances in
other countries. Nothing
prevents the Bar Association,
NGOs or trade unions in
Allahabad from ensuring that
they do not become upper-
caste clubs. When they fail to
do so, they become effective
guardians of the caste

hierarchy.” ++4

Table 2: Share of Upper Castes and Others in Different
Occupation Groups (%)

Upper castes
Persons withoutSurname
Other

Positions of “Intermediate Occupations
power and positions” (399)  involving hard
influence (1,077) labour (225)

75 36 8

1 13 50

24 51 42
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OUR NATION IS BOUND BY FAMILIES AND CASTES

Something does amiss
that myriads of thoughts,
schemes, lectures and
programmes are made but
do not get materialized.
Government has chalked out
a number of good schemes
but the challenge to give
effect to them is the biggest
one. Itis notonly mysterious
but tragic that people do talk
about these programmes
and schemes but are not
inclined to follow them.
People do not get tired of
talking about patriotism but
when it comes to doing
anything for the nation they
simply ditch. Yet they brag
about their supremacy to the
world. Simplicity is our
culture. Everybody thinks it
is the Government which will
do everything. Last month a
question rose in the Indian
diaspora in Sydney as to
where the country has
become clean and as to what
the Prime Minister has done.
I replied that the Prime
Minister took the broom in his
own hands and started the
cleanliness campaign.  All
the MPs and Ministers
followed the suit.  They
cannot clean up home by
home. Everybody will have
to clean up his home and his
own area. Their contribution
and responsibility vanishes
when it comes to serving the
country and the community.
We look towards the
Government for our own
duties and responsibilities. It
is a Yaksha question - if this
mental set up can ever be
changed.

People lack time and
resources when it comes to
doing something for the
nation. But when vested
interests are at stake then
there is no such impediment.
Is it is not that family and
community considerations
devour most of our time and
resources? When we spend
all our time and resources in
such petty considerations,
there hardly remains
anything for nationalism. I
do not mean you should not
think of your family and
community. If you do not do
anything for the nation, it
would not mean much. But
you should not hurt the
interests of your country.
Workers want their demands
fulfilled, at whatever cost

Dr. Udit Raj

Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha)

National Chairman
All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations

that may be. In no other
country of the world workers
want their demands fulfilled
at any cost. Is it not
fulfilment of your vested
interest? Thenwhat? Oncel
was invited as a guest in a
Conference held jointly by all
the trade unions of BSNL. I
asked them a very simple
question — If these unions
have ever demonstrated
against the losses made by
BSNL? It is undeniable fact
that some private players
collude with some BSNL
officials to disrupt its
services. Because of
untimely upgradation by
BSNL, private players give
better services. Unions
never agitate against such
bungling. My comments did
hurt the conscience of some
of BSNL officials. Everyday
there are agitations and
Dharnas for get their
demands fulfilled but hardly
they agitate against the
rampant corruption amongst
trade union leaders.
Through this live example we
may conclude that when we
spend all our energies,
sentiments and sense of
devotion to fulfill our vested
interests, national interests
become a secondary issue.

I feel pained when

some people impose their
indebtedness upon the
nation. If the forefathers of
anybody had done some
good work for the nation in
the field of sports, freedom
struggle, or offspning in the
Forces, the nation becomes
indebted to them and it
become the duty of the
nation to look after their off
springs. For example, Dhyan
Chand was the legend of the
Indian hockey while his
descendants are leading a
common man's life. Some
newspaper may print on their
miserable plight. What the
Government or the
community may do for them?
If the son or any relative of a
freedom fighter is working as
a labourer, the media cries
harsh of their deplorable
condition.  All of us know
very well how competitive it
is to get into the Army.
Sometimes the Police have to
manage the crowds of
aspirants. The family of the
person who is selected,
bursts into rejoices.
Normally such people are the
common men whose only
means of livelihood is job.
Nobody works without
remuneration. If a Jawan
sacrifices his life for the cause
of the nation, he becomes a

martyr.  Their wages and
perks are paid by the
taxpayers. They do not serve
for free. Recently a Fauji died
at the frontiers. When his
body was brought to his
native village in Haryana, the
villagers got restive since no
Government Minister had
come. Hurriedly, the
Government arranged to
send somebody. No doubt,
dying a soldier's life is a
sacrifice but not
'indebtedness' upon the
nation. It was the humble
duty of the representative of
the Government to attend the
funeral of the soldier. ~We
become indebted when duty
is done without any self
interest.

This poor nation has always
been burdened with the
weight of indebtedness. Rich
makes it indebted by paying
the taxes as if he has
produced something on his
own and there had been no
contribution of farmers and
labourers in producing the
raw materials. It is the
common man which buys the
goods and the seller fulfills
his responsibility by paying
the taxes. He does no favour
to the nation. Harping on the
dictum that it is taxpayer's
money is only a half baked
truth.

This type of thinking has the
other side too, i.e. least
attachment to the
Government and others'
property. Farmers, workers
and students do the cruel
damage to the Government
property during agitations,

without any hesitation.
Anger and hate against
Government property
becomes visible when some
private vehicle indulges in
some accident and the
crowds do not lag behind in
causing maximum damage
toit. Think, what is the fault
of community or the
Government in it. When
emotions run high for one's
family and the caste, there
remains nothing for the
community and the nation.
When our vested interests
are fulfilled then we start
thinking of the caste. Most
of the institutions and the
people give priority to caste
and not to quality and
goodness. When the whole
lot of our emotions is
diverted to our family and
caste then the nation and
community become a
secondary option. The
United States of America is
around 300 years old,
Australia and New Zealand
about 200 years and yet
where they stand today. On
the other hand, the cultural
heritage of our nation is
between four and five
thousand years old. Yet, we
are backwards in our
thinking and actions! Today
we need to break the
shackles of casteism and
vested interests. Therefore,
the only panacea for our
miseries does not lie in
Government efforts alone!

- Dr. Udit Raj, MP
(Lok Sabha)

Voice of Buddha.

such meetings at the State level.

All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations ‘&

NATIONAL RALLY AT NEW DELHI ON 07" DEC 2015

historic Ram Leela Grounds at New DELHI on 07" December, 2015 under the stewardship
of our beloved National Chairman, Dr. Udit Raj. All State, District and Block-level Units of
All India Confederation of SC/ST Organizations are advised to hold meetings as early as
possible to mobilize maximum strength at the Rally. Dr. Udit Raj may like to participate in
Details of membership drive may be sent to the National
HQ Delhi forthwith. Details of membership will be published in the forthcoming issue of

- Dr. Udit Raj, National Chairman
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