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Dalit students drink teaer’s”wate, dismissed

Bikaner, 21st
September, 2014
Eleven children, all cousins
belonging to a Scheduled
Caste family, were
removed from a
government primary
school in a village in
Bikaner after two of them
drank water from an
earthen pot meant for an
upper caste teacher.

The teacher, Mangal
Singh, was arrested late on
Friday night after the
family lodged a police
complaint against him.

“We arrested the
teacher on Friday night
and have seized records
from the school,” District

Collector Aarti Dogra told
The Hindu. “The Sub-
Divisional Magistrate and
the District Education
Officer were immediately
sent to the village and
asked to submit a detailed
report. We are awaiting
their report before any
further action is taken,” Ms
Dogra said.

The incident was
reported from a
government school in Tat
village in Nokha tehsil,
about 70 km away from the
district headquarters. On
September 1, two cousins
— Virendra and Rakesh --
drank water from the
earthen pot meant for

Mangal Singh. This
enraged the teacher, who
reportedly humiliated the
two students and even
beat them up.

When their parents,
Mangilal and Prakash Ram
Meghwal, complained to
the teacher the following
day, Mangal Singh is said
to have told them that the
children had “defiled” the
water by touching the pot.

However, Mangal
Singh called the parents
again on September 6 and
apologised to them for his
behaviour.

(Courtesy :The Hindu )
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Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications’ at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don’t receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/~

Sometimes, it might
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“Ch... ch...chamaar"
was a taunt that followed
Manish Kumar through the
corridors of IIT Roorkee, a
constant reminder of his
caste tag. The young man's
body was found on campus
three and a half years ago,
his death shrouded in
mystery. The case bears an
uncanny resemblance to
that of Aniket Ambhore, a
young dalit student who
died under, what his
parents call, "fishy"
circumstances at IIT
Bombay last week. They
now talk of the barbs he
faced in college for having
taken admission under the
SCST quota.

What pushed these
promising young men over
the edge? "A casteist
comment here or there is
not enough to break a
student. People are not so
fragile. What breaks them is
the structural
discrimination embedded in
the system," says Anoop
Kumar, a researcher who
works on empowering dalit
students in Maharashtra's

Wardha district.

Kumar believes that
dalit students who walk into
elite institutions are
instantly made to realize
that this is not their space. A
student of the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc),
Bangalore talks of the
"mainstreaming of Brahmin
culture" on a campus that
has often been nick-named
the Iyer-Iyengar Institute
of Science. "Many faculty
members wear strong caste
symbols such as ash on
their forehead. Students
who wear similar caste
marks are viewed more
favourably," alleges the
student.

An IISc student recalls
how a classmate once
spoke of how the Game
Theory could be used to
prove how good the caste
system was. "Students
often talk against
reservations on campus,
not caring if the person they
are addressing belongs to
the reserved category,"
says a non-dalit student
who is routinely asked
which caste he's from
whenever he defends

reservations.

Dalit faculty members
are not spared either.
Students have occasionally
snickered about the talents
of a professor whose name
is Ambedkar, never mind
that he is named after the
architect of India’s
constitution.

At conferences, even
noted dalit academician
and scholar Kancha Ilaiah
recalls moments when he's
in a room with only Brahmin
academicians, and finds
them getting into a huddle,
leaving him out.

The evidence isn't just
anecdotal. A survey of
freshmen at the IIT-
Bombay campus earlier this
year showed that 56% of
reserved category students
felt discriminated against.
Some years ago, a reporton
the differential treatment of
SCST students at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences prepared by a
committee chaired by
former University Grants
Commission chairman
Sukhadeo Thorat showed
that 72% of such students
said they faced

discrimination, while 88%
reported various forms of
social isolation.

What is held against
dalits the most is the 'merit’
argument. But Kumar busts
the merit myth in his report
on caste discrimination at
IIT-Delhi. Merit has been
reduced to marks at the
Joint Entrance Exam to IITs,
which can supposedly to be
cracked only by the
brightest minds. But the
"brightest minds" are
invariably manufactured by
a billion-dollar coaching
industry, points out Kumar.
"Better off students from
the upper castes can afford
coaching, while many dalit
students crack the JEE on
their own. And yet, because
the cut-offs are lower for
dalits, this feeds into the
myth that they are not
meritorious." According to
the Thorat committee
report on AIIMS, 76% of
reserved category students
said their papers were not
examined properly. The
percentage of those who
felt discriminated against
during practicals and viva
was even higher at 84. As
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grees of bias

many as 76% said they
were asked about their
caste while 85% said they
got less time with
examiners than higher
caste students.

Ilaiah believes that
much of the caste
discrimination on campuses
has to do with the attitudes
of faculty members towards
reservations, which
percolates down to a
section of students.

Dalit students, many of
whom come from non-
English medium schools,
often struggle to follow
lectures in English, and this
further feeds into the view
that they are weak in
academics. Remedial
English at premier
institutions is either absent
or sorely inadequate, show
reports. Many dalits who
follow English are
discriminated against on
the basis of their accent,
which gives away the fact
that they haven't been
speaking the language for
long, says Santosh, a
former IITian.

(Courtesy- Times of
India)

Arnbedar Jayantito commenorate L23rd birthday ofDr. Bheem Rao i Amoedkar was c

Dr. Babasaheb B. R.
Ambedkar Jayanti to
commemorate 123rd
birthday of Dr. Bheem Rao ji
Ambedkar was celebrated in
the Hindustan Aeroanutics
Limited (HAL), Banglore on
06th Sept, 2014.

The programme was
organized by HAL SC/ST
Employees & Officers
Association, Bangalore.
The program was short and
sweet. The attendees
included invited guests,
faculty, staff, students and
the family members of the
employees.

The invited speakers
included Honorable Dr. Udit
Raj, Ex. IRS, Member of
Parliament (Lok Sabha) &
President, All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations who spoke
about importance of the
applicability of Babasaheb's
philosophy in the current
socio-economy context.
Indian Industry and
Economy is experiencing
fastest growth through
Private-Public Partnership
and FDIs. Privatization in
Railways, Defense and
infrastructure space are
adding fuel to the job
securities and promotions
for the backward class
employees. It is the high
time to reconstruct and fight
for the rights of our own
dalits unitedly across India.
He invited Karnataka team

to stand with his federation
in Delhi on coming Nov'2014
for National Level
representation. Delhi had
been epicenter for all policy
level changes. He also
emphasized the
requirement for backward
class reservation in the
private sector. He
announced that state level
federation team would be
organizing 2 Days seminar
on Backward class issues
and approaches on 19th of
Oct'2014 at Bangalore.
Promotion Quota Bill to
provide reservations in
promotions for SCs, STs.

A Constitution
amendment bill providing
for quota for SCs and STs in
government job promotions
was passed by Rajya Sabha
on 17th Dec'2012 with an
overwhelming vote of 206 in
the 245-member House but
Lok Sabha on 20th Dec'2012
failed to pass a contentious
bill that seeks to provide
reservation to schedule
caste and schedule tribe in

government job
promotions.

Promotion quota bill
proposes to do:

1. The Constitution
(One hundred and
seventeenth) Amendment
Bill, introduced in Rajya
Sabha September 4, seeks
to amend at least four
articles of the constitution to
enable the government to

provide quotas in
promotions for the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes who
constituted roughly 25
percent of the country's 1.2
billion population.

2. It seeks to remove
the term 'inadequate
representation’ mentioned
in Article 16(4A) to justify
quotas in promotions and
appointments.

3. It also delinks the
term ‘'efficiency of
administration' from the
claims of SC and ST for jobs
and promotions, mentioned
in Article 335.

4. Article 335 of the
Constitution says that
claims of the SC and ST have
to be balanced with
maintaining efficiency in
administration. The bill
states the amendment will
override the provision of
Article 355.

5. The Bill provides
that all the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
notified in the constitution

shall be deemed to be
backward.
Dr Ambedkar on

reservation has categorically
stated "“Reservation is
neither a policy matter, a
political gimmick nor a
matter of charity. It is a
constitutional obligation .
Every social history in
the society has background.
Reservation has its own

background when people
into High and Low on the
basis of their birth and not
on the basis of merit.

The fundamental
reason behind caste based
reservations is helping for
needy poor people who are
Socially, Economically
backward people who are
being suppressed, exploited
by most selfish, cruel upper
class society or
businessmen by their
Secret/ Hidden Reservation
Policy.

Now many qualified
brothers and sisters from
backward classes are
struggling to get jobs in
private organization, but the
PSU's privatizations are on
fast track. Later Govt. or
new joint management
forgets their own backward
friends, colleague and
juniors. Companies
ownership/manpower only
changed from Govt. and
Govt. Employees, the rest of
the things, the contracts,
lands, bank loans, mines,
Infrastructure, subsidies
etc. resources are all govt.
provided, means we all
people provided but
maximum jobs they are
giving to their own people by
secret/hidden reservation
Policy.

Now this is the time,
very urgently on priority we
have to fight for Reservation
Policy in private sector &

ehrated n the HAL

every sector for bringing our
own backward friends &
family to the mainstream.

2. Dr. Shivakumar, Post
Doctoral Fellow, Kuvempu
Institute of Kannada Studies
from Bangalore. He spoke
on the life history of Dr. BR
Ambedkar and the hurdles
he faced from his schooling
to his death in the year
1956. He also spoke of the
persistence of caste based
discrimination and the
incidents of atrocities on
dalits because of the caste
ridden Hindu society.

Guests list also included
Mr. Tyagi, Chairman,
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited. Dr. R Raju, IFS,
Managing Director,
Karnataka Handloom
Development Corporation
Limited. Sri Byrathi
Basavaraj, MLA, KR Puram
Constituency. B N
Shivalinga, President.

Dr. Udit Raj was
awarded with Dr. B R
Ambedkar Award — 2014 for
his excellent work for Dalits
across India. He has been
instrumental in mobilizing,
representing issues
prevailing to Backward
classes at Central Govt.
level.

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule
Award -2014 to Sri V M
Chamola, Dirctor (HRD)
HAL. The programme was
well attended and was well
appreciated.
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Participation in Governance quaranteed by

I K. Ramankutty I
r. It aj,

declared that unlike the
UPA and its Government,
Bhartiya Janta Party
leadership has guaranteed
participation of Dalit Adivasi
Janata in the Governance of
the Country. The Prime
Minister’s approach
towards the problems of
the nation could well be
seen in his declaration
about the basic issues
confronting the nation. He
also explained the historic
service of the All India
Confederation of SC/ST
organisations in
safeguarding the
constitutional guarantees.
The constitutional
amendments are the
outcome of confederation’s
continued struggle. Dr. Udit
Raj also mentioned the
largest historic gathering
and rally organised by the
Confederation in 2000 at
New Delhi which has been

accepted even by
historians as the largest
since independence. The
confederation is the
largest organisation in
India. He appealed to the
workers and leaders to
make the confederation
more and more militant as
we have to mould the ruling
class to sweep out
inequalities prevalent in
society. He was speaking at
the civic reception
organised in his honor at
the Gandhi Park,
Trivandrum, Kerala on 17th
September 2014. The civic
reception was inaugurated
by Sri. V. Muraleedharan,
Kerala State President of
the Bhartiya Janta Party
who made in clear terms
that the Bhartiya Janta
Party is committed to
participation of the SC/STs
in the governance. He also
assured that social justice
will be facilitated and made
good. Sri. K. Ramankutty

Confederation Kerala
President and National
leader who presided
over the meeting,
cautioned the ruling
and opposition parties

for canvasing majority
Dalit and Adivasi
Communities by way of
Vote banks. He ; g
complained that
distribution of states
fortunes among
majority
Communities alone will
create imbalance in the
progress among the
Dalits and Adivasis. There
shall be no discrimination in
the distribution of wealth of
the nation he added. He
also strongly criticized the
UDF Government in having
stopped educational
benefits to SC/ST Students
who undergo job oriented
Courses in different private
educational institutions. He
appealed to the  Chief
Minister of Kerala, Shri
Oommen
Chandy to
withdraw the
case in this
regard filed in
Supreme Court
by Kerala
Government
with immediate
| effect.

Dr. B.
Ashok, IAS, Vice
Chancellor,
Kerala
Veterinary
University
delivered the
Key-note

Massive Rally of the Confederation

At the initiative of the National President of All India
Confederation of SC/ST Organisations, Dr. Udit Raj a massive
rally will be held at the Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi to coinside
with the winter Parliamentray Session. The Rally will demand
for Bhagidari, reservation in Promotions and to ban contractual
labor system. To achieve these rights, You are called upon to
hold lunch time demonstrations the tehsil, district and state
levels. The formal date of the rally will be announced shortly.

Vinod Kumar, National Gen. Secretary,
M.- 9871237186, Email : - dr.uditraj@gmail.com

E¢

address. He urged the
Government to have a
decision to insist upon
drawing and disbursing
officers to distribute
educational benefits to the
SC/ST students on the first
working day of the month
and certify to that effect in
their own salary bills.

The Office bearers of
the Hindustan Latex
Democratic Employees
(SC/ST) Union presented
“Aranmula Mirror” which is a
rare item of presentation to
Dr. Udit Raj along with
Ponnada. Shri D. Rajendran,
General Secretary, Latex,
Sreeraman Koyyon,
President, Adivasi Dalith
Maha Sabha and Veteran
Fighter for land, Sri
Karuppaih, Tamilnadu
Confederation General
Secretary, Shri S. Murukan,
ISRO SC/ST Employees
national leader, Shri N.
Sreenivasan, President,
Airport SC/ST Employees
Welfare Association Shri K.
P. Krishnan, President, SBI
SC/ST Employees Welfare
Association, Shri
Appukuttan Kurichi, Kerala
State Employees Welfare
Association, Shri K. S.
Sivarajan, President,
Sivagiri Action Council, Shri
Ambalathara
Sreeranganath, State Vice
President, Kerala Pulayan
Maha Sabha, Shri K. K.
Bhaskaran, President,
Sambava Maha Sabha Shri
Vennikkulam Madhavan,
Patron, Kerala Sambava
Society, Shri C. Ramesam,
President Travancore
Ayyanavar Mahajana
Sanghom, Shri V. Mani, Vice

BJ Udit Raj

President, Vannar Service
Society Shri A.
Thulaseedharan, President
Paravar Service Society,
Shri C.K.Chandran, Former
President, Vettuva Maha
Sabha, Shri Mohan
Thriveni, President Adivasi
Maha Sabha, Shri E.K.
Chellappan, President
Akhila Kerala Sidhanar
Service Society, Shri M. V.
Sudhakaran, General
Secretary, Thandan Service
Association received Dr.
Udit Raj with Ponnadas and
bouquets. Shri T. R.
Balakrishnan, Manager,
State Bank of Travancore
and State Secretary, Kerala
Confederation welcomed
the gathering and Shri
Subhash Pulikkal, District
President, Kollam
expressed vote of thanks.
The venue was Gandhi Park
attended by a large mass.

Dr. Udit Raj was
received at the Trivandrum
airport by Shri K.
Ramankutty, Kerala
President with bouquets
and Ponnada and various
leaders accompanying him
were also offered warm
reception. Later he was
taken in an entourage to
the Government Guest
House, Thycaud,
Trivandrum where
important personalities of
all walks of life visited him
and paid their respects.
On the whole the civic
reception organised in
honour of Dr. Udit Raj,
Hon’ble Member of
Parliament was remarkable
in all respects.
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