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Country Heading Towards Illiteracy

I Dr. Udit Raj I

Whatever happens in
America and Europe
becomes our ideal and is
considered fit for
implementation. In most of
the cases, we follow those
policies which are anti-
people. Despite the fact
that all these countries are
capitalist, most of their
policies , in many cases, are
better than the so-called
policies of social justice and
welfare of our Government.
During this year, 4-year
undergraduate programme
was introduced in Delhi
University on the American
pattern. The fundamental
Right to Education (RTE)
was introduced in April
2010 with the clear
objective that it will lead to
education for all.
Government schools are
being privatized rapidly on
the PPP pattern. Instead
of improving the quality of
education in Government
schools, these are being
handed over to the private
sector. It is essential to
evaluate the outcome of
these policies in the present
andinthelongrun.

Ever since education at
the primary level and then
up to class VIII level has
been made compulsory,
there has been a
tremendous increase in
privatization of education.
It is no exaggeration to say
that RTE has proved a
significant catalyst for
privatization of education.
In ahistorical judgement on
12.4.2012, the Supreme
Court said that 25% of the
seats in private schools will
have to be reserved for
students belonging to
weaker sections. It may be
mentioned here that the
expenditure pertaining to
the fees of these students
will have to be borne by the
Government. Those private
schools which are already

minting huge money will
not be affected much by
this judgement. On the
other hand, with a view to
avail the benefit of the fees
for 25% of seats to be
reserved for weaker
sections, schools with low
quality of education and
poor infrastructure are
mush-rooming on a large
scale. When no country in
the world has achieved the
goal of universal education
by seeking the cooperation
of the private sector, it is not
understood as to how we
can make it possible to
happen in our country.
After the introduction of the
law relating to Right to
Education, the Government
seems to have nearly
ignored its duty to improve
the quality of education in
government schools. The
biggest flaw in this law is
that it talks of universal
education up to class VIII
whereas in Europe and
America, itis up to class XII.

Germany is a capitalist
country but no fees are
charged from Primary to
Ph.D. students. People are
surprised when anybody
talks of private schools but
they have never seen a

private school. In France
also, education is fee.
Finland has made

maximum progress in the
field of education. 1In a
span of thirty years, any
education in the private
sector, from Primary to
Ph.D. level, was
nationalized. The position
in our country is just the
reverse where all-out
efforts are being made to
ensure privatization and
commercialization of
education. For the last
twenty years, deliberate
attempts are being made to
downgrade the quality of
education in Government
schools and we can come
across any number of
examples to prove that the
poor, rural people, Dalits,
Adivasis and Backwards are
being deprived of

education. Delhi
Government handed over
the management of some
of its schools to certain
voluntary organizations
and the net result was that
the standard of education
went down and there was
an additional financial
burden on the students. An
NGO, Lok Shikshak Manch,
has prepared an extensive
report and proved this
point.

The faster the pace of
privatization of education,
the greater will be the
number of people being
deprived of education.
The Karnataka Government
has passed orders for the
closure of 12000 govt.
schools. After the
introduction of the Right to
Education, Govt. schools
and other government
institutions have closed
more rapidly. Earlier, the
Karnataka Government had
closed 3000 schools but
now this figure has reached
12000. The Andhra Pradesh
Government had earlier
closed 6000 government
schools and now another
1165 schools have been
closed. During this year,

the Mumbai Municipal
Corporation has converted
1174 Municipal schools into
PPP pattern and in
Uttarkhand, 2200
government schools have
been closed. Industrialists
like Azim Premji have
decided to enter into this
field and in this background,
it would be nothing short of
corporatisation of
education.  If groups like
Reliance and Premiji acquire
educational institutions in
public and private
partnership, how they will
not make profit? 92% of
the SC school students drop
out by the time they reach
class XII. Similarly, 94% ST
students, 91% minority
students and 90%
backward students drop out
by the time they reach class
XII. People who are ready to
shell out more money will
get a bigger share in the
PPP model of educational
institutions. It is quite
evident that instead of
improving the quality of
education in PPP model of
education institutions, they
will do their best to work for
the privatization of these
institutions so that they may

straightaway purchase
them with a view to grab
costly buildings and land.
In this model, there is no
provision for the training of
teachers and the
managements have been
given the option of having
their own teachers. Ever
since the Right to Education
has been introduced,
Government has been
spending nearly Rs. 5000
crore annually in the form
of fees to the private sector
schools. There are
approximately 785
Engineering colleges in
Andhra Pradesh and about
Rs. 4500 crore are spent
every year in the form of
fees in these Engineering,
MBA, MCA and Medical
Colleges. This works out to
4% of the State budget.
Total budget of education is
about Rs. 10,000 crore. Itis
thus not difficult to imagine
as to how the Government
funds are being
squandered. Delhi
University has introduced
four-year undergraduate
programme for the first
time in the country. Despite
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Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of '"Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year:

Sometimes, it might

Rs. 150/-
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P released irs st of candidatesforDelh Assembly Electons

New Delhi, September
18. The President of Indian
Justice Party, Dr. Udit Raj,
informed that the Party is
participating in Delhi
Assembly Elections. Delhi is
the capital of the country
and about half of the
population either lives in
Jhuggi-Jhopadi or in the

are equally unaffordable
and that is why Delhi has
become the place for rich
people. The Indian Justice
Party will fight for inclusive
growth and development.
Dr. Udit Raj told that the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes settled

and power gallery in Delhi
and much worse as
compared to other states.
Being capital of the country,
Delhi should have inclusive
growth but it is far behind
as compared to even poor
states like Bihar, U.P. etc.
Backward castes too have

extreme exclusion. The
Indian Justice Party will
raise these issues in this
forthcoming election.

Dr. Udit Raj further
explained that about 30%
population of the capital is
from Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh and most of them

colonies where basic
amenities are missing. Both
the main parties, Congress
and BJP have been in the
power in Assembly and
Corporation and yet the
condition of common
people is very pathetic. In
such circumstances, an
alternative is needed. An
alternative should not be
created to fight the
corruption alone but it must
speak equally about social|
justice. Those who are
exploited on the basis of]
decent and birth, for them]
the social and economic
discrimination is primary to
fight. No doubt economic

S.No. No. & Nameof Constituency Name of Candidate

1 70 - KARAWAL NAGAR Ch. Jitender Bansal
2 69 — MUSTAFABAD Ch. Ravindra Singh
3 68 — GOKALPUR Ashok Kumar

4, 66 — GHONDA Vijay Kumar

5. 2—-BURARI --

6 63 - SEEMA PURI Mukesh Kumar

7 9 —KIRARI Shyam Dubey

8 31-VIKASPURI --

9, 37 -PALAM -

10. 7-BAWANA

11.  13-ROHINI
12.  41-JANGPURA

Rajender Singh

Prem Sagar Bhola

13.  60-KRISHNA NAGAR --

14. 25-MOTINAGAR
15. 38-DELHICANTT
16. 61 -GANDHINAGAR
17. 17 - Wazirpur

are living in abject
poverty. They are
the victim of
regionalism. Poor
dwellings were
uprooted from posh
colonies with the
promises that they
will be rehabilitated
properly but that
never became
reality. These
uprooted people
have managed
themselves and

hardly governmental
Deepak Taneja aid has come to
Mohd. Qasim them. Poor and
Hukam Singh Kataria marginalized people
Ashok Khari are also responsible

corruption is big issue but
other problems are to be
addressed with equal
emphasis and these mainly
relate to SC/ST. Electricity
charges are exorbitant and
common people can’t
afford. Other essential
commodities and facilities

after 1950 face extremely
difficult situation to get the
caste certificate due to
corruption and red-tapism.
Based on various facts and
surveys itis established that
participation of dalits is
dismal in trade, business

scant share in governance.
Due to provision it is
compulsion to maintain
reservation in people
representation but in
administration and key
position, officers belonging
to these communities face

for their pathetic
condition because
they vote in lieu of liquor,
money and other kind of
allurements. Former Prime
Minister, V. P. Singh, drove a
movement for Jhuggi-
Jhopadi dwellers that they
should be given houses with

minimum facilities.
Governments promised also
but it remained a mirage.
This will be the main
agenda of Indian Justice
Party in this election.
Though the government
has made the manual
scavenging a punishable
offence and passed a law —
The Prohibition of
Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Bill, 2013 but
still there is doubt that it will
be implemented. In 1993,
similar kind of legislation
was made but manual
scavenging was not
stopped. The job of
housekeeping and cleaning
has been outsourced and it
has further sharpened the
exploitation. Contract
system in Safai work must
be stopped immediately.
Thousands of posts are
lying vacant in the state
government but that were
never filled up.

Dr. Udit Raj declared
the first list of the
constitutes from which the
election will be contested
and these are in above
table.
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Country Heading Towards Illiteracy

strong opposition from the
Joint Action Front For
Democratic Education, the
introduction of the four-
year undergraduate
programme could not be
stopped. The national
education policy was
adopted by the Parliament
in the year 1992 in which
there was a provision for
10+2+3 pattern and how
the Vice-Chancellor of
Delhi University alone can
change this pattern into
10+2+4. In spite of strong
protests, the Vice-
Chancellor has not been
removed because he has a
strong backing of the
Ministers in the Ministry of
Human Resource
Development. We are
already receiving signals
that Dalits, Adivasis and
Backwards will either drop

out from this course or
would leave after getting
two-year diploma or three-
year degree  but there
would be very few of them
who would complete the
four-year undergraduate
programme. In the
Foundation Course also, the
Arts students will be
compelled to study Science,
English and Mathematics
and in this background, the
number of drop-outs would
steadily increase. The
burden of four vyears
instead of three years will
further add to financial
burden. For students
engaged in the study of
regional languages,
problems will further
increase.Despite the
widespread criticism of the
four-year course but the
Government is not paying

attention to this burning
issue. Recently a seminar
was held on FYUP at Lady
Shri Ram College in which
M.B.M Tsui, Chairman,
Steering Committee, Hong
Kong University and Jane
Ohlmeyer, Vice Provost,
Trinity College, Dublin said
that the way in which the
four-year undergraduate
programme has been
introduced in Delhi
University, is highly
undesirable. It took seven
years to introduce this
course in Hong Kong
University whereas in Delhi
University this has been
introduced in such a big
haste as a result of which
the three-year degree
course has been abolished.
In the Trinity College,
Dublin, the four-year
undergraduate programme

has been introduced
without abolishing three-
year degree course.
Country’s education policy
is going from bad to worse .
Sufficient funds were
allocated in the 11th and
12th five-year plans but the
Ministry of Human
Resource Development
could not make the proper
use of these funds. In the
name of Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, huge funds have
been squandered.The
Indian Government blindly
follows the American and
European policies. We
should learn from them that
there are a very large
number of scholarships
there whereas in our
country, there are very few
scholarships and that too at
the Ph.D. level. When the
poor children cannot

complete their graduation
course, how will they reach
post-graduation stage.
Now another policy has
been announced by the
Government that Foreign
Education Providers will be
allowed to open their
campuses. Are the foreign
education institutions
coming here to do some
charitable work or only to
earn money? PPP, RTI,
FYUP and other education
policies are depriving the
common people of the
right to equal education
and higher education will
be restricted only to a few.
Unlike America, higher
education in our case is
linked to dignity, high
income , governance and
participation and depriving
of it will adversely affects
Dalits, Adivasis and
Backwards.
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Samples of the Handbill for the forthcomming Rally are being published. It is an earnest appeal
to the Confederation Leaders that they should get these printed and distributed

Confederation Call For A Rally
For Reservation In Pvt. Sector
And Economic Empowerment

D

On 25th November, 2013 (Monday) at 11 AM,
Lakhs of People to Assemble at Ramlila Ground, New Delhi,
And Then March to Jantar Mantar To Gherao Parliament

Friends,

efficiency.

the Parliament.

The All India Confederation of SC/ST Organizations was established in 1997 to ensure 5 anti-reservation orders issued by the DOPT. Our
struggle was so vibrant that one of the rallies held on 11th December, 2000, is reckoned as the biggest rally after Independence. Another feather in
the cap of our struggle was mobilization of lakhs of Dalits for conversion to Buddhism on November 4, 2001. When people hardly understood the
implication of privatization, the Confederation raised the issue of private sector reservation. In 2006, reservation was given in higher education for
OBCs although opposition was so huge and we immediately countered and as a result, it was successfully implemented. When Anna Hazare went on
afastin 2011 and the countrywide mood swung in his favour to bring about one Lok Pal Bill, even at the cost of sovereignty of the Constitution, the
Confederation not only replied with matching demonstration but also presented their version of Bahujan Lok Pal Bill. When the Parliament took up
this issue for debate, reservation for SC/ST/OBC and minorities in the Lok Pal Bill was considered as envisaged in the Bahujan Lok Pal Bill. Since 1997,
the Confederation is the only organization in the country which has struggled and brought forth positive results whereas others have engaged
themselves mostly in raising funds, holding seminars, public meetings and conducting cadre camps which are merely a theroretical exercise.

Reservation in private sector is a question of life and death. The UPA I was a little bit serious about it butis now dithering from its stand in
UPA II. Itisdue toourweak support base. Our strength dwindled due to leg-pulling and selfish nature of employees. The Lucknow High Court gave
a judgement on 4.1.2011 withdrawing reservation in promotions. We tried to muster the support of the U.P. employees but they refused to come
forward and as a result, demand for reservation in promotions could not be fought. In the last paragraph of the judgement, the High Court held that if
the State Government wants to continue reservation in promotions, it can do so by complying with the conditions of the M. Nagaraj judgement. In
2006, the Supreme Court gave a judgement in the case of M. Nagaraj, laying down the conditions of backwardness, adequate representation and
It is to be noted that the 77th, 81st, 82nd and 85th constituitional amendmentls never mentioned such conditions.
U.P. Government preferred to file a suit in the Supreme Court and the Supreme Court, as it was expected, endorsed the Lucknow High Court verdict
on 27.4.2012. The 117th Constitutional amendment which provides reservation in promotion, was passed in Rajya Sabha in last winter session in
Parliament and it is yet to be passed by Lok Sabha. All these demands can be met provided our struggle gains the strength.

Unfortunately, the

A Bill to make the Reservation Act is pending in the Parliament since 2004 and till date, it has not been passed. Due to privatization and
globalization, social scenario has changed and those who have wealth and black money, control the media and political power. The ideological battle
is coming to an end. In such a situation, if SC/ST and OBC people are aloof from economic empowerment, they will be relegated to further
backwardness and slavery. For participation in economic empowerment, a strong movement like a political movement has to be launched like
training, cadre camp, technological know-how, loans and subsidies facilities, net-working, demand and supply.

Despite the above problems, the exploitation of scavengers is quite acute and it is more due to contract system. There is no reservation in
higher judiciary and Army. Geting caste certificate is a big problem and caste certificate of one State is not valid in another State thus depriving job
opportunities. Currently we are facing the biggest challenge of Dalit unity and for this, we need to adhere to the ideology of Dr. Ambedkar and other
social reformers. Those who are Ambedkarites, are duty bound to mobilize the less Ambedkerite castes like Balmiki, Khatick, Madiga, Passi, Dhanuk,
Dhobi and Koli etc. This will not only increase our number but also strengthen us.

Kindly assemble in lacks at Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi on 25th November, 2013 at 11 AM and thereafter march to Jantar Mantar to gherao

Bhawan Nath Paswan, Dr. Anil Kumar, S.P Singh (UP), Indira Athawale, Siddharth Bhojne, S.U. Gadpyle (M.S.), Maha Singh Bhurania, S.P.
Jaravta, Phool Singh Gautam (Haryana), Jasbir Singh Pal, Darshan Singh Chanded (Punjab), Vinod Kumar, Brahm Prakash, A. R. Koli (Delhi), Indraj
Singh (Rajasthan), R.V. Singh, Hira Lal, H.C. Arya, Rohit Kumar (U.K.), D.K. Behera, Shankhanand, Narayan Charan Das (Orissa), Param Hans Prasad,
R.B. Singh (M.P.), R.S. Maurya, Deepak Patel (Gujarat), B. Sagadevan (T.N.), K. Raman Kutty (Kerala), Madhu Chandra (Manipur), Maheshwar Raj, G.
Shankar, Prem Kumar, I Mysaiah, J. B. Raju, S. Ramkrishna, Y.M. Vijay Kumar, B. Narsingh Rao, P. V. Ramna (A.P.), Anil Meshram, Harsh Meshram
(Chattisgarh), Tarapad Biswas, Kamal Krishna Mandal, Rameshwar Ram, Sapan Haldar (W. Bengal), Madhusudan Kumar, Vinay Mundu (Jharkhand),
R.K. Kalsotra (J&K), Madan Ram, Devi Prasad (Bihar), J. Shriniwaslu, Purushottam Das (Karnataka), Seetaram Bansal (H.P.).

All India Confederation of SC/ST Organisations
Corres.: T-22, Atul Grove Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-1, Tel : 23354841-42, Telefax: 23354843, Email : dr.uditraj@gmail.com
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