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Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of

Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter. Sometimes, it might
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/~
One year : Rs. 150/~
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Diversity in BJP maifesto

An appeal to Bahujan intellectuals

H. L. Dusadh

With many vocal Dalit-
OBC leader joining the pro-
caste Hindu BJP, there is
little doubt that
independent Bahujan
politics has been relegated
to the margins. These
leaders, even when not in
power, had raised their
voice in favour of the rights
of Bahujans and thus
boosted the morale of the
oppressed and repressed
communities. The Bahujan
community has now lost
these voices, and in a
sense, Indian politics is
back in the era when pro-
caste Hindu political parties
associated with Gandhism,
Marxism and nationalist
ideologies set the agenda
and when no one paid any
heed to the demands of
Bahujans for their due
share in the resources and
assets of the nation.

In the post-Mandal era,
the caste Hindus appeared
helpless faced with the rise
of caste consciousness
among the Bahujans and to
protect their existence,
they started including, in
their manifestoes, the same
points that were raised by
our Bahujan leaders.

But the political
churning on the eve of the
General Elections has
changed the scenario. Now,
once again, pro-caste
Hindu political parties such
as the Congress, the BIP
and the AAP will decide the
agenda and our Bahujan
leaders in these parties will
have no option but to
quietly acquiesce. As far as
the BJP is concerned, it has
gained much by our
Bahujan heroes associating
with it. It is no longer
politically untouchable.
Initially, it seemed that the

BJP will not be able to come
to power owing to the
communal and anti-social-
justice image of Narendra
Modi. But with many
Bahujan leaders joining it,
things have become very
favourable for the party.
Now, there is no uncertainty
as to which party will form
the next government. We
can say with full confidence
that the next government
will be of the BJP alliance
and that Modi will be its
leader.

Friends, this changed
scenario brings with it a
danger. And that is that the
BJP, bubbling with
confidence, may do away
with “diversity” from its
manifesto, where it has had
pride of place since 2009.
Even if the BJP does not win
power after the next
General Elections, its
strength is set to grow
considerably. And that will
help it form governments in
many new states after the
Assembly elections due this
year and the next. Against
this backdrop, it is the
responsibility of the
Bahujan leaders who have
joined the BIP to persuade
the party not to abandon its
commitment to diversity. If
that happens, the blame
will squarely be on the
shoulders of these Bahujan
leaders. We will conclude
that their presence in the
BJP has made the party so
complacent that it no longer
found it necessary to talk
about diversity for drawing
Bahujan votes.

It was in its manifesto
for the 2009 General
Elections that the BJP had,
for the first time, advocated
diversity. The Hindi version
of the manifesto says, “The
BJP is committed to social
justice and social harmony.
Instead of practising the

politics of identity, which

is not helping the Dalits,
OBCs and other deprived
sections of society in any
way, the BIP will focus
on their real
development and
empowerment.
Opportunities in
entrepreneurship and
business for the Dalits,
OBCs and deprived
sections of society will
be provided in such a
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manner that India’s
social diversity is reflected
in its economic diversity,
too.” (Page 29)

This excerpt from the
BJP's 2009 manifesto is
truly revolutionary. In this
age of globalisation, one of
the key demands of
Bahujan intellectuals has
been that the parties should
think beyond traditional
reservations (in
government jobs) as far as
betterment of Bahujans is
concerned and try to make
them partners in industry
and commerce. ‘Social
diversity in economic
diversity’” means that in all
economic activities -
supply, dealerships,
contracts, transport, etc —
the share of each
community will reflect its
size. The BIJP's
announcement that it
would endeavour to bring
social diversity in the
economy had heralded a
revolution.

This announcement
was not limited to merely
the 2009 General Elections.
In the 2010 Bihar Assembly
elections too, the same
assurance was repeated.
“Instead of politics of
identity, participatory policy
will be followed and the
focus will be on real
development and
empowerment of Dalits,
OBCs and weaker sections.

More opportunities will be
created for these
communities in the fields of
entrepreneurship and
business.” In the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly polls of
2012, the party again
issued a diversity-centric
manifesto and announced
its intention of converting

social diversity into
economic diversity.
Ram Vilas ‘Paswan’s

Lok Janashakti party had
also committed itself to a
plan for diversity in the
2010 Bihar polls. Since, in
those elections, the LIP had
issued a manifesto jointly
with the RID, it could not
say as much as it wanted to.
But on TV and radio,
whenever the LIJP got an
opportunity, it repeated
that “contractorship,
supply, distribution, films,
media, etc, had become
important sources of
income. The state
government is not
empowered to take policy
decisions to end economic
inequality. But the LIJP
supports the formulation
that on the basis of
diversity, all social groups
are entitled to a share in all
sources of income and
resources in proportion to
their population”.

In short, the BIP has
been promising to
implement ‘diversity’ since

2009. The LIP had also
supported diversity in Bihar.
As more and more vocal
Dalit-OBC leaders are
joining the BJP, the chances
of its victory in the polls are
improving. But what is a
cause of worry is that the
BIJP may forget about
diversity once it comes to
power. Given the situation,
we appeal to all intellectuals
and politically aware
members of Bahujan
communities that, if they
even have a nodding
acquaintance with the
Bahujan leaders who have
joined the BJP, they should
bring pressure to bear upon
the leaders to ensure that
the party does not back out
of its promises on diversity.
Diversity is the key demand
of the Bahujan community
today. Therefore, if the NDA
includes the issue of
diversity in its manifesto
then the Bahujan
intellectuals should support
the Bahujan leaders who
have joined the BIP.
Otherwise, they should do
everything possible to sow
thorns in the way of these
leaders.

(A author of many books,
HL Dusadh is the founding
member of Bahujan
Diversity Mission, Delhi.)

(Courtesy : Forward
Press)
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Undeclared Communulism

Dr. Udit Raj

Bhartiya Janata Party is
often accused of communal
politics. The so-called
progressive writers,
thinkers and politicians
have created an impression
as if BIP is actually a
communal party by
repeatedly raising the
bogey of communalism
against it. AAP leader,
Shazia Ilmi’s statement that
Muslims should also
become communal, has
made this issue further
debatable. Most of the
members of the Muslim
community are made to
cast their votes on
communal lines. Not only
the Muslim leaders but
some Hindu leaders also
ensure that somehow BJIP is
defeated. Since 1952, this
has been the pattern of
electoral politics. Elections
are the forum for raising
people’s issues but this
awareness has not been
created among Muslims by
their leaders. Various
parties play the communal
card to the hilt to seek the
votes of Muslims rather
than raising the issue of
their development.

People who are active
among Muslims are fully
aware of this mind-set of
the community.  Mind-set
of people of any caste or
community is moulded by
leaders and intellectuals of
that particular caste or
community. The Leftists are
all the time harping that
communalism is the biggest
problem facing the country
and by taking this stand,
they have made both gains
and losses. Wherever they
could not emerge as an
alternative to BIP, they
could hardly garner Muslim
votes and lost their base.
In Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
when the Leftists had
emerged as an alternative
to Samajwadi Party, BSP,
RID, IJDU and sometimes
even the Congress Party
and BIJP, the Muslims
rejected the Leftists and

they lost their base. The
Leftists continued to get the|
benefit of their stand on
communalism in West
Bengal and Kerala because
they emerged as an
alternative there. Can tbe
Leftists be called as well
wishers of Muslims? Have
they not misled the
Muslims by diverting their|
attention from the issues of]
development and share in
governance. Ihave myself]
made sincere efforts for
raising the issues faced by
Muslims but during
elections, their mind-set
works only in the direction
of defeating BIJP.
Communalism has been the
biggest bane of Indian
politics which has caused
more harm than casteism.
It is unfortunate that
the so-called intellectuals
and secularists are not
ready to understand this
reality. Itis because of this|
reason that the youth and

FRINUL,»}CEI?E

\ l\\"l\vl- 1 |] kl{al ri)

NI

‘wCJL lOLOL: [LM

ECU LARH,I SM

P .
" TNStony bfﬁ?ﬁ AT ok ~ w.s;;
[’ L = .
uovFRNMFNr- TATE " & ¥ 'x:b
‘{':" lI}L& s a‘){;\l_‘.l't.‘ II -':‘I':\,' \L s
.ff‘f,}ll HUM:"LNMT TION
5

WRIE “-;uﬂ'ffm

FLi1p
HTA R EN
OCIO .fo'ﬁ‘l

the middle class keep
distance from them and are
now joining Bhartiya Janata
Party and it is now an open
secret that it has taken the
shape of a huge caravan.
It is this group of people
which is playing a stellar
role in creating a suitable
atmosphere for making
Narendra Bhai as the next
Prime Minister ofIndia. The
intellectual acumen of
these so-called intellectuals
and secularists is also
dubious as they are never
tired of branding RSS and
BIJP as fascists. Their
knowledge of history and
society is shallow. The
Indian society cannot be
compared with any other
society. The other
societies are not
fragmented into thousands
of castes. If Fascism came
to Germany, it was so
because the society was
united there whereas our
society is not only divided
into castes but gotras and
sub gotras and even
beyond that. We cannot
bring about Fascism in our
society even if we want to

do so. The Congress Party
imposed Emergency during
1975-77 but it failed. To
create a unified society,
there will be a need for a
cultural revolution in which
the State has to play a
significant role. We can
give the example ofChina in
this regard but there the
circumstances were
different. The caste system
was prevalent in Japan also
but it was abolished.
InIndia, it does not seem
possible to abolish caste
system. Baba Saheb Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar launched a
struggle for establishing a
casteless society but he
could not achieve his goal.
The RSS is a powerful
organization and, if they so
desire, they can help in
establishing a casteless
society in the country.
People who raise the bogey
of Fascism against RSS and
BJP either lack intellectual
acumen or they are doing
so for selfish interests.

Till 1990, Congress
Party has been ruling Uttar
Pradesh without much of
opposition and during that

period, Hindu-Muslim riots
took place.  Not a single
year passed without curfew
being imposed in cities for
several days because of
riots. The Congress Party
owes it to the people to
explain as to why the
communal riots were an
exception in Uttar Pradesh
after the Congress Party
went out of power.  The
1984 Sikh riots were much
larger than the Gujarat riots
which took place after the
Godhra tragedy. Were
thousands of Hindus not
killed in Punjab?  There is
lack of honesty and
objectivity in these
matters. Because of the
bogey of communalism
raised by the so-called
intellectuals and secularists,
it has become a mind-set of
the Muslims to defeat BIP.
People who are indulging in
such activities, they
consider BJP a Hindu-
dominated party and are
doing their best to brand it
as communal.

Most of the members of
the Muslim community vote
against BJP and on this

issue Aam Admi Party has
said that Muslims should
also become communal. I
simply laugh at this stand of
the Aam Admi Party
because Muslims are
already doing this.  The
Aam Admi Party should
have appealed to Muslims
that instead of following the
“Defeat BIP” policy, they
should vote for the party
which works for their
development and provides
them security. Thus, these
so-called intellectuals and
secularists are themselves
communal and casteist.
Ashish Nandy, the Social
Scientist, had said last year
that no Dalit or Backward
leader had emerged in
West Bengal during the
last 100 years. Leadership
of most of the Left parties is
in the hands of upper caste
people and this is the
reason why their hold is
dwindling in North and
other places. Shazia IImi
should, in fact, have said
that instead of defeating
BJP, Muslims should vote
for their development and
share in governance.
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