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GOOD DEVA-BAD ASURA DIVIDE MISLEADING

The eternal battle between the two forces, both descended from Kashyapa, has many layers of meaning.
It cannot be seen in simple moral or ethical binaries, writes Devdutt Pattanaik.

f you read the Vedas, which

are nearly 4000 years old,
the word 'Asura’ does not
mean demon, or villain, but
quite the opposite, a divine
being. It's a title given to Indra,
Agni, Rudra, Varuna, and to
most Vedic deities. Vritra, the
enemy of Indra, is however not
called an Asura.

However, things
change in the Puranas,
composed around 2000 years
ago. Here, Asuras are villains
and enemies of the Devas, or
gods. Both Devas and Asuras
are children of Kashyapa, born
of different wives. Devas are
called adityas, because their
mother is Aditi. Asuras are
daityas and danavas because
they are children of Diti and
Danu. The Devas and Asuras
are constantly fighting each
other. Indra, leader of the
Devas, constantly begs his
father, Brahma, to save him
from the Asuras just as Asuras
seek boons that enable them
to drive Devas out of Swarga.
Devas are blessed with amrita
or the nectar of immortality.
Asuras have sanjivani vidya,
the herb to bring the dead

back to life. The two function as
force and counterforce, yet one
sees a desire to make them
complementary, not
antagonistic. Thus Lakshmi is
Pulomi, daughter of the Asura-
king Puloman, but also Sachi,
wife of Indra, in other words,
Asura-putri (daughter of
Asuras) and deva-patni (wife of
Devas). We wonder what that
means? Could it be that Asuras,
who live under the earth, in
Patala, are the source, hence
father of wealth, and Devas,
who live in the sky above the
earth, in Swarga, the place
where wealth comes to have
value?

If one reads the Gita,
which is part of the
Mahabharata, and also is
roughly 2000 years old, Krishna
uses Devas as an adjective for
positive qualities such as
generosity, compassion,
magnanimity, equanimity, faith
and patience, while Asuras
embody all people who are
greedy, self-absorbed,
avaricious, territorial,
combative and egotistical.
Here, the divide is clear: Devas
are good and Asuras are bad.

Goodness, in the Gita, is the
result of believing in
something beyond the
material and tangible.

In Puranic stories,
the divide remains stubbornly
ambiguous. Tales of the good
Asura and bad deva often
puzzle us: Asurakings such as
Bali is generous, Virochana is
wise, Prahalad has faith, while
Indra, king of Devas, chases
Ahalya and is cursed for it.
Indra is often shown behaving
like an entitled feudal lord,
surrounded by damsels and
musicians, enjoying a life of
luxury. Asuras are shown as
being Devas in their previous
lives: Hiranayaksha, who is
killed by Vishnu when he takes
the form of Varaha, and
Hiranakashipu, who is killed by
Vishnu when he takes the form
of Narasimha, are both seen as
doorkeepers of Vaikuntha,
Jaya and Vijaya, who are
cursed and so forced to be
born as Asuras.

Around 1500 years
ago, the Devi Mahatmaya
came into being as part of the
Markandeya Purana. Here we

are told that an Asura secured
from Brahma a boon that he
could be killed neither by a
god nor man or animal. He
forgot to ask for protection
from a woman, and so the
devas were asked to give up a
portion of their power and
fuse it together to create a
woman, Durga, who rides into
battle on a lion and Kkills this
Asura with her trident. The
Asura is called Mahishasura,
because he takes the form of
many animals, the foremost of
which is the buffalo.
Mahishasura is clearly the bad
guy here. Or so we think. For
when we read the Arunachala
Sthala Purana from Tamil
Nadu, or bits of stories from
the Skanda Purana, we learn
that Durga finds inside the
severed neck of Mahishasura
a shivalinga. She realises that
he is a devotee of Shiva and so
performs penance to cleanse
herself of the crime of killing a
bhakta. And so in a local
temple there is the image of
the goddess seated on fire
holding a shivalinga in her
hand, the same that she found
in Mahisha's throat.

When we study
Indian scriptures, we discover
that the divide of good deva
and bad Asura is rather
simplistic. The battle between
Indra and the many Asura-
kings has layers of meaning. It
cannot be seen in simple moral
or ethical binaries. Yet, this is
what people try to do. We want
Durga to be the force of good
who kills 'evil' and this leads to
subversive counterarguments
that make Durga an
instrument of colonial and
oppressive forces. It's time to
break these binaries and
recognise that deva and Asura
are both children of Kashyapa,
constantly fighting each other,
trying to overpower and outwit
each other. Without the
Asuras, the Devas cannot
churn the ocean of milk. And
by denying Asuras the
treasures churned out, the
Devas can never find peace.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.
com/india/Good-deva-bad-
asura-divide-misleading/

articleshow/51162479.cms
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ro Azad Kashmir and pro

Pakistan slogans by fringe
elements of JINU have
triggered a new debate.
Already some students of
Hyderabad University had
sown the seeds for such fringe
ideas; Rohith Vemula was one
of those who glorified Yakub
Menon and Parliament
attacker Afzal Guru. In both
the incidents, few so called
Ambedkarite students took
part in such acts, while owing
allegiance to Dr. B R
Ambedkar’s thoughts. They
have more misunderstood
Ambedkar than understood
him. This tiny number does not
matter to India which is a
gigantic nation; however, it
leaves some scars on
Ambedkarites and hence there
is a need to expose it. Dr. BR
Ambedkar was vehemently
opposed to any kind of
fundamentalism, be it Islam,
Hinduism or Christianity. If his
philosophies were rightly
understood, then he was only
and only for humanism. He
championed the cause of
untouchables out of conviction
for humanity. If it is not so, he
would have not stood for
annihilation of caste.
Unfortunately, some people
brand him as a Dalit leader;
actually what he said was for
nationalism. A person cannot
have double allegiance at the
same time, one towards caste
and other towards the nation;
like a boy cannot love two girls
equally at the same time. Dr.
Ambedkar wanted annihilation
of caste so that all Indians
have one allegiance, that is,
towards the nation.

A few radical Dalit
students, under the influence
of some ideology think that
they are espousing their cause
portraying it as Ambedkarism.
They must be told that they
are confused and Dr.
Ambedkar’s views need to be
reproduced to clarify, “Islam is
a close corporation and the
distinction that it makes
between Muslims and non-
Muslims is a very real, very
positive and very alienating
distinction. The brotherhood
of Islam is not the universal
brotherhood of man. It is the
brotherhood of Muslims for
Muslims only. There is

fraternity but its benefit is
confined to those within that
corporation. For those who are
outside the corporation, there
is nothing but contempt and
enmity,” (Chapter 4, Dr.
Ambedkar on the partition of
India). Nobody minds if
Muslims and Dalits come
together for social and
economic empowerment. A
few Muslims believe that there
should be unity with Dalits but
majority of them remain in
their cocoon. If upper castes
discriminate against Dalits,
then in what way do Muslims
help them? Aligarh Muslim
University and the Jamia Millia
University are the only
institutions which deny
reservation. They argue that
since they do not have many
minority institutions, so giving
reservation will further narrow
their chances. The fact is that
in both the universities, while
up to half the seats are
reserved for minorities, they
can easily provide reservation
for Dalits in the other half of
the seats without harming
their own share. They have
fairly good control in films and
industries, yet their treatment
of Dalits is no better than
others. Dalits fight for
Muslims, but it is never vice
versa.

Dr. Ambedkar was
vehemently opposed to Article
370 of the Constitution which
grants special status to Jammu
and Kashmir. Shouting slogans
of “Pakistan zindabad” and
demanding self determination
of Kashmir is anti-
Ambedkarism. They should
know what he said on the
Kashmir issue, “You wish India
should protect your borders,
she should build roads in your
area, she should supply you
food grains, and Kashmir
should get equal status as
India. But Government of
India should have only limited
powers and Indian people
should have no rights in
Kashmir. To give consent to
this proposal would be a
treacherous thing against the
interests of India and I, as the
Law Minister of India, will
never do it” (Dr. Ambedkar to
Sheikh Abdullah). If Ambedkar
had been alive today, he would
have asked for action against

True Ambedkarism in JNU

such fringe elements of JNU.
Caste has been the stumbling
block in actualizing the fullest
form of nationalism, and he
wanted to annihilate it for
completeness of nationalism.
During that journey, cause of
any discriminated stock, be it
Dalit, women or minorities is
automatically addressed.

No doubt discrimination
is the order of the day in
schools, colleges and
universities. Students of
primary classes who are of
such a tender age learn
discrimination — there are
thousands of schools in the
country where Dalit children
are not allowed to have midday
meals with upper caste
children. Cooks from lower
castes are boycotted. Very
often, reservation norms for
admission and faculty are
violated. Not only hostels are
separate, but in the same
hostel, wings are separate for
Dalit and non Dalit students. In
internal assessments, Dalit
students are often
discriminated against. At the
level of research, least said is
the best. Radicalization of a
few Dalit students is born and
festered by discrimination, but
that doesn't mean that they
become anti-nationals. Dr. BR
Ambedkar was also
discriminated against, but he
remained a hard core
nationalist and it is no
exaggeration if he can be
marked the most nationalist.
Very often upper caste Hindus
also salute him for his staunch
nationalism. All other stalwart
freedom fighters did not
oppose Article 370, but he did.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has often said that
despite the fact that Dr
Ambedkar faced highest level
of humiliation and
discrimination, yet he did not
harbor a grudge. All
Ambedkarites should take a
call that these fringe elements
are not allowed to interpolate
into the thoughts of Dr.
Ambedkar and blame the
community. Why are these
elements wasting their energy
on this, instead of using it for
saving reservation and fighting
injustice?

Dr. Udit Raj
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SEND DETAILS OF
MEMBERSHIP OF
CONFEDERATION

Despite repeated requests we did
not get back the receipts of All India
Confederation of SC/ST Organizations
which were issued to Office-bearers of
State/District & Block Units and well-
wishers. Please send the following
information immediately via e-mail to
parisangh1997 @gmail.com

Name of member | M. No. Distt.

State

- Dl'- Udlt Raj,
National Chairman

SEND MOBILE No. OF
SUPPORTERS AND
WELL-WISHERS

All India Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations are requested to send their
name, mobile number and district in two
categories — Category ‘A’ is of Confederation
leaders and important activists and ‘B’ of
those who are social and supporters of

Confederation. Please send e-mail to
parisangh1997@gmail.com

Name Mol|)ile no. |District
State |

- Dr. Udit Raj,

Natienal Chairman—

Gautam Budh Samrat Ashok and Dharam

he East Indian state of

Odisha formerly known
as Orissa plays host to a
high concentration of
Buddhist sites. Excavations
which began relatively
recently have unearthed
more than 200 Buddhist
sites scattered across the
state. Odisha’s “Diamond
Triangle” containing the

Buddhist sites of Ratnagiri,
Udayagiri and Lalitgiri show
the prominence of
Buddhism in Odisha from
the 6th century BC to at
least the 15th-16th century
AD. It is believed that
Buddhist teachings from
Hinayana, Mahayana and
Tantrayana sects and
its offshoots such as

Vajrayana, Kalachakra Yana
and Sahajayana were
conducted in Odisha
making it a state rich in
Buddhist heritage.

Prakash S Patil shared

https://www.facebook.co

m/prakash.s.patil.90/posts
/673163316119358
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Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter. Sometimes, it might
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-
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Who Fought for Reservation in Haryana

TiII now there has been plenty
of misunderstanding and
problems about reservation.
These should have been
cleared up after the recent Jat
agitation in Haryana. In Dalit
society, discussion is always
about MPs and MLAs who are
elected, and do not raise issues
of Dalit society. In the Haryana
Jat agitation, was the
leadership provided by MPs
and MLAs? MPs, MLAs and
Ministers were seen publicly
remarking that they had no
role at all in the agitation. Till
now we were making the same
mistake, now the time has
come to correct it. The reality is
that every man, woman and
child in Jat, Gujjar and Patel
constituencies did not have

harm to their lives; they came
out on the streets to fight for

their reservation. In our
society, the entire discussion is
about what Dr. Udit Raj, Shri
Ramvilas Paswan and Shri
Ramdas Athawale have done
for society? These scared and
selfish people do not need
approval from anyone — they
should learn to come together
and fight for their rights.

When people are
strong, their leaders also act
accordingly - that is why
Governments listen to Jat and
Patel leaders and if they fight
for their community, the

Government has to accede to
their demands. Their society is
ready to block roads and even

communities also cannot walk
freely. Member of Parliament
from Karnal Shri Rajkumar
Saini had opposed reservation
for Jats; the result was

damage to his residences of his
supporters — police also had to
take action. On the opposite
side, if a Dalit leader tries to
raise these issues, he gets no
support at all. The beauty of
democracy is that a leader is a
representative of the people
and hence, leaders will act
accordingly. I am not saying
that like other powerful castes,
we should also burn shops and
police stations for our rights,
molest women, block roads
and create problems for
people; however, lacs of people

has yet to happen till date.

Dr. Udit Raj joined the
BJP to go to Parliament and
raise Dalit issues, and that is
what he has done. The number
of times he has spoken about
Dalit issues and reservation,
has any other MP even come

close? How much support has
he received? People want that
they should receive
everything, and yet they do not
want to make sacrifices. The
thought is that what can one
person do, rather others
should fight for us. In the entire
world, the poor and depressed
classes have brought about a
revolution; yet in India the rich
are fighting. Those who have
money and power

lives and families, they are
going to jail; yet there is no
support

from the poor. A comparison
between Patels and Jats is also
being published; we should
draw inspiration from that. The
rich have no many sources of
entertainment and comfort, yet
they are ready to sacrifice. The
Dalits and backwards do not
even have these sources. In
this fight, the struggle and
sacrifice of the rich should be
almost zero.

--- Dr. Udit Raj

National Chairman, All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations
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SC/ST Jud

Dr. Udit Raj, Member of
Parliament (Lok Sabha) and National
Chairman, All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations had written to
Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of
India, Shri T S Thakur, Chief Justice of
India as well as other members of the
collegium which appoints judges of the
Supreme Court regarding the severe
lack of SC/ST judges in both the
Supreme Court of India as well as
various High Courts on 14th January
2016. Dr. Udit Raj has received a reply
from Shri D V Sadananda Gowda,
Minister of Law and Justice,
Government of India on 16th February
2016 which says that judges of the
Suprme Court and High Courtrs are
appointed under articles 124 and 217
of the Constitution respectively, which
does not provide for any reservation for
any caste or class of persons. The
Government has, however, requested
the Chief Justices of High Courts that
while sending proposals for
appointment for appointment of
judges, suitable candidates belonging
to social categories of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
Minorities and Women be taken into
consideration.

The time has come to rise to
the battle and come out on the streets
to ensure that in every High Court of a
state, there is at least 1 judge from the

PATELS IN GUJARAT

Total population 6.20 cr,
population of Patels 1.20 cr

Total population 2.53 cr,
population of Jats 63 lac

Population

Out of 15 MPs, 4 are Jats. Deepender Hooda

ERohtakZ), Dushyant Chautala (Hisar),
harambir Singh (Bhiwani Ma endragarh?

and Union Minister Birendra Singh. Out o

90 MLAs, 22 are Jats; 6 from BIP. Agriculture

Minister Dhankar, Finance Minister Captain

Abhimanyu and BJP State President

Subhash Barala are also Jats

Patels have always been at the forefront of
politics in Gujarat. Out of 182 MLAs in Gujarat,
out of which 43 are Patels; 35 from BJP and 8

are from Congress. Including CM Anandiben, ShilfAslZa)
there are 7 Patel Ministers — 2 in Cabinet and 5
MOS. One Patel is also a Union Minister.

7. 44% of Senior Medical Officers are
Jats while Aggarwals are 14.15 and
Brahmins 7.19%. In the education sector
as well, Jats are in abundance — in
colleges, 28% of teachers are Jats

8% of all doctors in Gujarat are Patels. In Health
higher education, 5000 professors are Patels [
(8.33%). In primary education, out of 25 lac (&1L

teachers, 15,000 are Patels (12%)

In Haryana, 18.1% IAS officers are Jats.
In Haryana state officers, 18.24% are Jats.
Out of 35 District Collectors, 18.14% are Jats.

Out of 9 IAS officers appointed in Gujarat
cadre in 2015, 3 are Patels. Out of IAS officers
appointed in 2014, 9 are Patels. In Gujarat
Government, 8% are Patels, while there are
74 Patel officers of Secretary and Special
Secretary rank

Government
and
Administration

Private
sector
and jobs

In dairy sector, Patels are 80%; 70% in
cotton and 70-75% in groundnut production

55.33% of total agricultural land in Haryana
is with Jats; main crops are rice and wheat

Less than 2-3% Patels works in the private
sector. As a result of division of agricultural
land, receipt of funds from NRI Patels and
education and awareness of Patel youth,
Patels are involved in independent businesses
for over the last 10 years

23.33 % wholesalers are Jats. Apart from
this, 68.77% property dealers, 44% in
transport sector and 35% in private sector
jobs are Jats. Majority of those involved in
automobile dealerships and agencies, as well
as hospitality are Jats

Agriculture

Gujarat became a state in 1960. Out of
15 Chief Ministers, 5 were Patels.
Current CM Anandiben is also a Patel

Out of 10 Chief Ministers in Haryana, only
5 were non Jats. Out of this, only Bhajanlal
could complete his term as Chief Minister

Chief
Minister




