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There s & Seam of Rs, 41137 erorefor 8Cs &
s 103 crore or 875 n 201-14 Bt

Dr. Udit Raj, National
Chairman, All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations said that the
Budget for 2013-2014 has been
presented by the Finance
Minister, Shri P. Chidambaram
today the 28" February, 2013.
The allocation earmarked for
SC/ST people in this budget is
half of the intended allocation
and this highhandedness has
been going on for several
years. According to the
Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan
(SCP), the allocation for the
Scheduled Caste people should
have been in proportion to their
population. According to the
2001 Census, population of the
Scheduled Caste people is
16.2% of the total population
but for the purpose of allocation
of funds for reservation and
other Government benefits, the
yardstick continues to be 15%.
In this budget, the total amount
of the Plan budget is Rs.
5,55,322 crore and even if it is
calculated on the basis of 15% ,
the allocation for Scheduled
Castes should have been Rs.
83,298.3 crore whereas
provision in the budget for this
purpose has been made for just
Rs. 41,561 crore.This works
out to just half of the figure of
Rs. 83,298.3 crore.Thus there is
abigscamofRs. 41,737 crore.

Dr. Udit Raj further said
that the allocation for Schedled
Tribes in the budget is made

taking their population to be
7.5% when actually their
population has increased to
8.4% . In the Plan Budget, a
sum of Rs. 24,598 crore has
been earmarked for Scheduled
Tribes and here also there is a
scam of Rs. 17051 crore. In
proportion to their population,
for the Scheduled Tribes, there
should have been an allocation
of Rs.
41,649.15
crore
According
to the
Tribal Sub
Plan (TSP),
the budget
allocation
should have
been in
proportion
to their
population
whereas it
has never
been done
so and the
same policy
holds good for Scheduled
Castes. If we take into account
this type of scam which has
been going on for several
years, then the amount will run
into several lakh crores. The
exact allocations for different
Ministries under different
heads can be known after a
detailed study of the budget
and only then some comments
can be made. It is quite likely

that  schemes which could
bring about  far-reaching
changes in the lives of SC/ST
people might not have been
made. If allocations are
viewed after taking into
account the total amount of the
budget including non-plan
amount, the situation is very
desperate.  The total budget
is Rs.

amount for 2013-214

16,65,297 crore . In the year
2013, the Congress
Government in Andhra Pradesh
made a law that allocations in
the budget for the development
SC/ST people should be in
proportion to their population.
Dr. Uldit Raj said that it is
difficult to say when this scam
will end . Thus, Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe people are
extremely dissatisfied with this
budget.
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oCs,

Ts dont get

their share of the pie

I Subodh Varma I

NEW DELHI: One of the
most shocking features of the
budgetary process is the way
funds mandated for spending
for the benefit of dalits and
adivasis are manipulated,
diverted or frittered way. This
has been going on for years,
and as new research shows,
continues today in more and
more imaginative forms.

Dalits and adivasis
together make up about a
quarter of India’s population.
In view of persistent poverty,
lack of education, poor health
outcomes and low paying
jobs, not to forget brutal
discrimination, a majority of
these communities were to be
given special attention
through various government
schemes.

One of these is the
Scheduled Castes Sub Plan
(SCSP) and its complement,

the Tribal Sub Plan (TSP)
under which all government
ministries are mandated to
spend about 16% of their
funds on dalits and 8% on
adivasis, respectively. This
was to apply to state as well as
central governments. Recent
research done by the Centre
for Budget and Governance
Accountability, a Delhi based
advocacy group, and its
partner organizations shows a
picture of multiple ways in
which this is being violated
by states.

In Bihar and Rajasthan, a
study by the National
Campaign on Dalit Human
Rights (NCDHR) found wide
divergence between annual
plans and the fine print in the
budget documents. Thus
Bihar with 15.7% dalit
population, showed an
allocation of 16.9% for SCSP
in the annual Plan for 2010-
11, but its budget documents
were showing the reality of

just 1.2%. In Rajasthan too,
with a share of 17% dalits in
the population, the annual
plan showed 16.4%
allocation for SCSP but the
budget documents showed a
mere 3.9%. A similar story
was repeated for adivasis in
the TSP.

A study of Odisha, MP
and UP by NCDHR showed
up another gambit: the funds
are earmarked for dalits and
adivasis as required, but they
are spent on other things. In
MP, earmarked funds for
dalits were spent on: buying
furniture and equipment for
homeopathy and ayurvedic
clinincs, constructing
irrigation channels, even a
whopping Rs 236 crore on
building bridges and
highways, and so on. In UP, a
chunk of SCSP funds were
recorded as spent on ‘grants
in aid’ with unclear details.
Over 17% of these funds
were spent on ‘large scale

construction’ while nearly
five percent was spent on
salaries though the guidelines
clearly say that SCSP funds
are not to be used for salaries.

In Gujarat, an
Ahmedabad based NGO
Pathey discovered examples
of TSP funds used for general
purposes: Rs.5 crore was
spent to mark Swami
Vivekanand’s 150th Birth
Anniversary and Rs.170
crore was used to build basic
infrastructure like schools,
toilets, markets etc. in urban
areas. Then there is the
standard way of earmarking
on paper but actually not
spending the amount.
According to an answer given
in Parliament in December
last year, states were not
spending about Rs.10,000
crore every year from their
own outlays in SCSP.

The central government
itself creates a similar fog
around earmarked spending

for dalits and adivasis. Till a
few years ago, many
ministries were just refusing
to spend any money directly
for these sections. Others
who claimed they had spent it
as per law, were actually
spending it for the general
public and retrospectively
claiming in the books that
since dalits and adivasis were
also present in the general
population, they had received
benefits as required!

After the Narendra
Jadhav committee said in late
2010, that only 25
ministries/departments for
TSP, things don’t seem to
have improved. In 2012-13,
dalits were deprived of about
Rs. 26,233 crore worth of
development funds while
adivasis were similarly
deprived of about Rs. 9572
crore. Despite all the promises
to fix the problem, it persists.

(Courtesy
Times of India)
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JAK UNIT OF THE CONFEDERATION TO0K
SOME CRUCIAL DECISIONS AT JANM

The J&K unit of the All
India Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations held a State
level conference at the Gurjar
Trust building on 17.2.2013.
Jammu & Kashmir is the only
State in India which has a
Constitution of its own. On the
26" October, 1947, it was
included in the Indian Union.
On the one hand, this State is
considered as part of India and
on the other hand, laws passed
by the Parliament of India are
again ratified by the J&K State
Assembly. SC/ST employees
and officers of this State are
deprived of the facility of
seniority and its resultant
benefits. The J&K High Court
did not accept the judgement
delivered by the Supreme
Court in the Nagraj case and
introduced the catch-up rule.
“Catch-up” rule means that
even though SC/ST employees
and officers do get the benefit
of seniority in the matter of
reservation in promotions but
they  cannot get further
promotions till the general
category employees and
officers, who were earlier on
par with them, are promoted.
As a result of the 85"
Constitution Amendment, the
benefit of seniority and its
resultant benefits were restored

but the same has not so far been
enforced in this State.

While addressing the
Conference, Shri R.K.
Kalsotra, State President of the
J&&K Unit of the
Confederation, said that at the
time of implementation of the

Mandal Commission
recommendations, while
OBCs were given 27%

reservation in other States, in
J&K, only 2% reservation was
given for OBCs which is a
gross injustice. Gurjar
Bakarwals are Adivasis of the
State of J&K but they are
deprived of political
reservation where as it is
available in the rest of the
country. For the last so many
years, the Confederation has
been demanding that Gurjar
Bakarwals may be given the
benefit of political reservation.
Reservation in Government
jobs has been further diluted by
including by the people of the
State who speak Pahari dialect.
Gurjar Bakarwals have also
demanded that just as
reservation in Govt. jobs is
available for SC/ST employees
and officers from all parts of
the State, it should be done in
the similar way for Gurjar
Bakarwals.At present,
reservation for Gurjar

Bakarwals is
available only at
the district level.
i.e. within each
district and do not
get the benefit of
inter-district
reservation.

Shri R.K.
Kalsotra further
said that on 25"
March, 2013, a
huge rally will be
organized under
the leadership of
Dr. Udit Raj,
National

r

CEs

Chairman, All
I n d i a
Confederation of
S ¢ / S T
Organizations. It
was also resolved
at the Conference
that workers from
each and every
tehsil and district
in the State should
make all out
efforts to ensure
that on the 25trh
March, 2013, all
Jammu roads are
blocked so that the
State Government
is forced to accede
to our demands.

bt

I Vinod Kumar I

This organization has been
supporting the movement of All
India Confederation of SC/ST
Orgainsations since 1997 by all
means and ways. The main
reason was that Dr. Udit Raj was
from this department. He
revived All India Income Tax
SC/ST Employees Welfare
Federation in Income Tax
department and before that there
was almost no activity. This
gave popularity to Dr. Udit Raj,
that time he was known as Ram
Raj and when five anti
reservation orders were issued
by Department of Personal and
Training in 1997, the search for
a dynamic leader was felt by
almost all SC/ST Employees in
different govt. departments.
Based on such needs, he was
selected as National Chairman
of All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organisations. Dr. Udit
Raj remained active in Income
Tax Department till 2001 and
after that, got so much
preoccupied with other
activities and fewer activities
were left. He resigned from the
department in 2003 and after
that the force of Income Tax
Federation went down and
down. In recent past years, Dr.

i e S/ oy et oration g

Udit Raj was approached by the
employees and officers of
Income Tax Department that
why did he turned back? He
was moved and felt to revamp
the federation again. For last
two years, hectic consultations
were made that how to
reorganize it? 23rd February,
2013 came as an occasion to
accomplish the goal.

The employees and
officers of Income Tax
department joined together on
23rd February, 2013 in Andhra
Association, Lodhi Road, New
Delhi. The representatives
from Madhya Pradesh, U.P,
Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Bihar, Delhi, Andhra Pradesh,
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Jharkhand participated the
meet. The need of an
appropriate leader was felt for
long time and Ms. Preeta Harit,
Commissioner of Income Tax
filled this vacuum. She had
been nurturing the spirit to
serve the society from her
childhood onwards. On getting
proper opportunity, she swung
into action and accepted the
challenge to lead the
federation. She is quite
courageous and harbours the
missionary zeal. She was
proposed as president of

Federation at national level and
over whelming support came in
her favour. Now there is hope
to activate the federation to the
same height where Dr. Udit Raj
left. Before 1997-98, most of
SC/ST employees were posted
on non significant places like
salary and TDS and this was
vehemently opposed by
federation. A new guideline for
posting was issued and
everyone was given
opportunity to serve in both
places- significant and non
significant both for a fixed
tenure. The SC/ST employees
and officers were benefited
greatly by this new transfer and
posting policy. Ever since, the
activity of federation slowed
down, again manipulation has
began and now many
employees and officers
belonging to SC/ST are in
receiving end. So far, no
SC/ST officer has reached to
the level of CBDT (Board)
where policies are framed. The
federation will take up this issue
on priority basis. The new
leadership of federation will see
to it that the outside nationwide
struggle will be supported
whole heartedly. Due to
globalization and privatization,
the reservation in private sector

is only alternative to maintain
the progress achieved by these
communities and now there is
hope that full-fledged support
will be rendered to All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organisations. The names of
following principal office
bearers of Federation are being
mentioned below :-
ChiefPatron : Dr. Udit Raj
Patron : B. C. Meena, IRS

Ms. Preeta |t, Prident, Federatin

& Subachan, IRS
President Preeta
Harit, IRS
Vice President : Ramavtar
Gautam
General Secreatry : Arvind
S.Ramteke
Secretaries : P. S. Kannujia,
Rampal &
Anna Meshram
Treasurer : Ramesh Chand
Sub-Treasurer Nain
Singh
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INDIA IS BLEEDING ON THE THORNS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE,
RUDDERLESS LEADERSHIP AND INEPT BUREAUCRAGY

I R.L. Khanna I

We need to hang our
heads in shame for the most
abominable act of the
Nirbhaya gang rape and
murder which has happened
in the Capital of our blessed
land, Bharat , where respect
and esteem for women folk is
supposed to be deeply rooted
in our cultural ethos. India
must be the only country in
the world against whom
advisories have been issued
by United States of America
and China to advise its
citizens to avoid visiting
India on account of the
frequency of the rape and
other sex crimes. Credit for
exposing the Government for
its utter failure on this
account largely goes to
people’s  outburst against
such heinous crimes.
Nirbhaya’s case is just one
instance which has come to
limelight. Sex crimes against
Dalit women and other
weaker sections are a
frequent happening and most
of them are either not
reported or go unpunished.
On the front of sex crimes
like that of many other areas,
the degeneration of values
has reached its nadir. Of
course, there have been wide-
spread protests and
condemnation of this ghastly
act but there appears to be no
let up in such crimes as is
evident from the newspaper
headlines which has forced
the Government to act fast by
announcing the appointment
of Justice Verma Committee
and come out with a
comprehensive solution to
deal sternly with this
problem. The Verma
Committe e
recommendations on this
issue have dealt with the
subject candidly and has
made some very cogent and
forthright recommendations
to hold a public debate, both
inside and outside the
Parliament on this vexed and
mind-boggling issue so that
necessary changed could be
made in our legal system to
handle this menace
effectively. While dealing
with this issue, our Hon’ble
President, Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, in his maiden
Presidential address has
rightly urged the nation to
“reset its moral compass” and
stressed the ““ urgent need for
ensuring gender equality for
every women as the price of
neglect will be high “. The
issues relating to resetting of
our moral compass for gender
equality etc. and how the
moral degeneration has come
to such a pass in Independent
India will be discussed and
analysed later in the article.

As a result of the
avalanche of protests from

people from across the
country, in general and the
civil society and the mediain
particular against the
perpetrators of Nirbhaya type
of gang rapes and murders,
the Government of India was
forced to promulgate The
Criminal Law (Amendment)
Ordinance 2013 Ordinance
hastily and half-heartedly
which is nothing new but old
wine in a new bottle . This
Ordnance has left out all the
well thought out
recommendations of the
Verma Commission for the
empowerment of women.
The Ordnance largely
incorporates provisions of
the earlier Criminal Law
Amendment Bill 2012 with
some innocuous changes here
and there. While several
organizations and social
activists  have expressed
their dis-satisfaction with the
provisions of the Ordinance
and continue to keep
pressure and protests for their
demands on this issue, the
Government through its
learned Minister, Shri
Chidambaram has come out
with a lame excuse that some
of the recommendations of
the Verma Committee are
difficult. The Hon’ble
Minister is perhaps fully
aware that the people of India
are already passing through a
very difficult period as far as
crimes relating to sexual
violence are concerned and a
decision on some of the
important left-out
recommendations of the
Verma Committee could not
be set aside in this slip-shod
manner.

A review of some of the
strong recommendations of
the Verma Committee which
have been ignored by the
Government would have
dealt a deadly blow to the
nefarious designs of certain
categories of perpetrators of
the crimes relating to sexual
violence. For example, it is
perfectly all right if a superior
officer in the Police force or
Army is held responsible for
an offence relating to rape in
police custody or sexual
assault committed by his
junior colleague. It will only
make senior officers more
responsible towards their
duties for implementing
Government and Public
policies effective.Again,
Verma Committee’s
recommendation that no
sanction be required to
prosecute public servants
accused of sexual violence
will go a long way to curb this
menace as there is an
increasing number of
instances, both reported and
unreported, of sexual
violence among public
servants.  With a view to
save these public servants

from false and baseless
complaints and attempts of
character assassination,
suitable provisions can be
made in the law to deal with
such cases. Similarly, Varma
Commission has made very
strong recommendations like
disqualification against
sitting and contesting
legislators which have
unfortunately been ignored
by the Government.There are
roughly 260 MLAs and MPs
contested polls while facing
sexual assault charges.

The Hon’ble President
has very aptly urged the
Indian people to rest their
moral compass and stressed
the urgent need for ensuring
equality for every woman.
Even though almost all the
religions practised by the
people in India preach against
violence  and disrespect
towards women in varying
degrees, yet there has been
steep degradation in moral
values including character
and integrity particularly
after Independence. We
have to analyze the reasons
objectively.Since
Independence, the political
class has not been laying
much emphasis on moral
values and character building
either at school or college
level or in public life.It
marked the beginning of the
decline in moral values and
integrity when a few public
men called on a former Prime
Minister and complained
against the corrupt practices
of Chief Ministers of some
States and he ignored it by
saying that the money
amassed by the corrupt

politicians was after all
remaining in the country and
afterwards, corruption in
these States and later on in

other States started
increasing by leaps and
bounds. Our social fabric is
so much afflicted with moral
turpitude, corruption and
violence including sexual
violence that no group or
section appears to be
unaffected by this malice.
You name any section or
group of the society, be it the
political class, executive,
judiciary, corporate houses,
media, academia, etc. corrupt
is rampant everywhere.
Corruption in cash or kind
and violence including sexual
violence are intricately
intertwined.

On the sexual violence
front, some of the time tested
Indian cultural values like
shunning pre-marital sex,
practising monogamy laced
with moral values could
greatly help not only in
dealing with this explosive
situation of sexual violence
but would also help check the
spread of dreaded diseases
like HIV on account of
immoral sex. Corruption in
cash or kind in public life also
gives rise to all sorts of social
evils including sexual
violence. Wrong Government
policies on some of the
crucial issues concerning
citizens are also largely
responsible for many social
evils. On the one hand,
Government openly
propagates the use of
condoms easily available
through condom machines
(one such machine is installed

at Delhi Secretariat ) ,
chemist shops and public
display boards in the name
of safe sex, particularly the
youngsters for pre-marital
and extra-marital sex while at
the same there are display
boards which say that
immoral sex leads to diseases
like HIV. Such is the
confusion being created by
Government policies. 42%
of the population of the
country comprises of
children and they are the
most neglected group and
least safe. Every day nearly
200 children are kidnapped
in the country according to a
PIL filed in Delhi High Court
.who are mostly used for
trafficking and other crimes.
Response of most of the State
Governments and the Govt
of India to this gargantuan
problem is lackadaisical.This
is the greatment being meted
out to the future of the
country. It is a wake-up call
for the political class to save
the country’s future
generation from going to
dogs.

Our country is really
bleeding on the thorns of
sexual violence, rudderless
leadership and inept
bureaucracy. If the political
class does not rise to the
occasion, there is every
likelihood that there will be
a chaos which could, God
forbid, lead to a civil war.
The swollen-headed
bureaucracy with fat pay-
packets and very liberal
perks has to shed a lot of flab
and start delivering to fulfill
aspirations of the teeming
millions.
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CRUCIAL DECISIONS TAKEN AT JAMMU BY THE
NATIONAL WORKING COMMITTEE OF CONFEDERATION

I Dr. Udit Raj I

Immediately after the State
level Conference of the All
India Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations was concluded at
Jammu on 17.2.2013, the
meeting of the National
Steering Committee was started
which lasted till 3 PM. on
18.2.2013. The major points of
discussion at the National
Working Committee meeting
were about the ways and means
to organize the SC/ST/OBC
youths and students, utilization
of social media, cadre-building
and to coordinate the activities
of the Dalit-Adivasi
businessmen. For the last so
many years, the Confederation
has been relentlessly fighting
for reservation in the private
sector but we have so far not
been able to bring the real
stakeholders and beneficiaries
of the proposed scheme as a
united force. Many of the
leaders in the Confederation are
getting old and many office
bearers and workers have also
retired. The number of new
entrants into the
Confederation has not been in
proportion to the leaders who
have retired which has been a
mistake on our part. The
number of jobs has shrunk due
to privatization and on the
other hand, there has been an
increase in the number of
educated youths. In this
background, it is not difficult
to realize the urgency of
reservation in private sector.
Whether it is Anna’s or
Kejriwal’s campaign or more
recently public outcry against
Nirbhaya’s rape and brutal
murder, the youths and
students have played a
significant role even though
none of these issues was
directly related to them.
Reservation in private sector
not only directly benefits
Dalit/Adivasi youths and
students but their very
existence depends on this
factor. In the present context,
the situation is such that unless
there is reservation in the
private sector, education for
SC/ST youths is meaningless.
A huge rally was held at
Nanded in Maharashtra on 10"
January, 2013 wunder the

leadership of Harshvardhan
Davane where it was resolved
to raise an army of 1 lakh
SC/ST youths and students
from all over the country. Itis
incumbent on workers and
office bearers of the
Confederation to bring
maximum number of SC/ST
students and youths from their
areas for this purpose.

We have been fighting
whole-heartedly for the rights
of SC/ST people continuously
for the last fifteen years due to
which cadre camps could not
be held. Cadres play the same
role for the cause of any
campaign which is played by
blood in the veins of human
body. Some employees and
officers have done great harm
to the organization in the name
of cadre building. They went
on raising cadres and
collecting funds became their
prime activity and holding just
one conference annually. They
make big speeches against
Brahminism but their
contribution towards the
struggle in nil. Who is not
aware of this stark reality that
without ideology, preaching
does not have much of a
meaning and without
preaching , ideology is also
meaningless. We were
marching forward by striking a
balance between ideology and
practice but the manner in
which the workers had to be
trained and built, was not upto
the mark.  This job can be
done by holding cadre camps .
So far, Haryana, Jammu &
Kashmir and Uttarkhand units
have taken the responsibility of
holding cadre camps. Office
bearers have also been asked to
send their views as to what type
of study material is required in
the present circumstances for
holding cadre camps. Units of
all the the States should
accomplish the job of holding
cadre camps by May, 2013.

National print and
electronic media are busy day in
and day out news items which
strengthen the cause of
Brahminism. They pick up any
controversial issue and keep on
broadcasting the same
continuously which hardly
concerns the common man.
The farmers do not come in their
scheme of things and as regards
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(LtoR) Vinod Kumar, Maheshwar Raj, R. K. Kalsotra, Dr. Udit Raj & Dr. Indira Athawale participating in the Confederation Meeting.

publishing news items about
Dalits and Adivasis, instead of
highlighting their problems,
they are busy building a public
opinion against reservation.
There was a time when ground
level leaders and workers had a
big role to play but the electronic
media has greatly diminished
theirrole. Inamatter of seconds
and minutes, they convey the
messages and views of their
chosen leaders. In these
circumstances, views of the
ground level workers and
leaders take a long time to reach
the public at large. Recently
the issue of social media came
up prominently in a Chintan
Baithak of the Congress Party
held at Jaipur. The Congress
being such a big party
understands very well the
significance of social media
but we are still ignorant about
its importance When the
prominent national newspapers
and electronic channels are not
prepared to raise our issues, we
are not left with any alternative
except to take recourse to
social media. If we have to live
in this country with honour and
respect then we will have to
make social media a part and
parcel of our life.  This is a
very economical and easily
available media option. Face
Book, Internet, Twitter, SMS,
Missed Call, Website etc. are

all forms of social media and
the sooner we start making use
of these devices for launching
our campaigns and for
spreading our ideology, the
better it would for us to achieve
our goals faster. All the
workers of the Confederation
and readers of Voice of Buddha
are requested to send their
emails and mobile numbers so
that a data bank could be
compiled with a view to convey
our views in a matter of minutes
across the country.

Not before long, it was
considered that political power
is the key to all other problems
privileges of human life but this
does not hold good any more.
Big industrial houses have
sprung up because of
privatization and polarization .
There is a tremendous increase
of black money in politics
which mostly comes from the
big industrial houses and
businessmen.  When the
political class takes black
money from the industrial
houses, then the business class
will dictate their terms. It is
precisely for this reason that
most of the Government
policies and decision are pro-
business houses. Whenever the
issue of reservation in the
private sector is raised, it is
vehemently opposed by the
industrial houses.  Not only

this, but the situation becomes
far more difficult when we
become helpless to organize
our campaigns and
programmes for want of funds.
Why should the upper caste
industrialists extend financial
help to us, rather they will
extend their support to those
people who are against us.
Under these circumstances, we
will have to create a team of
industrialists from amongst
SC/ST people to come to our
rescue. Some progress has
been made in social and
political fields but a beginning
on the economic front has yet
to be made. Reservation is in
danger due to privatization and
we are not able to muster our
full strength for this purpose.
We have to make an
organization of small scale
business of SC/ST people and
educate and treain them and
make them aware of the
Government facilities in this
regard so that they could
become successful
industrialists. It is the duty of
the workers of the
Confederation that as far as
possible, they should establish
contact with SSC/ST
businessmen of their area and
send their names and addresses
to us. We have to start shortly
Confederation of Dalit
Entrepreneurs.
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