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Look Who's Talking

The most vociferous critics of reforms in Hindu law are now arguing for the UCC

Faizan Mustafa

“The best way to reform
Mohammedan law is not to reform it at
all. Let its inconvenient and archaic
features wither away. Once it is
accepted that this is the policy, it will
wither away fast enough. If there is a
frontal attack on personal law, it will
survive with a tenacity it has been
unable to show in countries where the
majority of the population are and
always have been Muslims,” said
eminent jurist Duncan M. Derrit. This
author is for uniform civil code in a
piecemeal manner.

The article by RSS ideologue M.G.
Vaidya (‘The price of personal law’, IE,
November 1) has done a great
disservice to the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) debate as he has explicitly said
that Muslims and Adivasis should lose
their right to vote in Parliament and
state assembly elections if they refuse
to accept the UCC. So the cat is finally
out of the bag.

But then, hold your breath.
Ravishankar Shukla, the premier of the
central provinces and the first Congress
chief minister of Madhya Pradesh, in a
two-part article carried by Kalyan in July
and August 1947 had argued that
“Hindustan should become a Hindu
rashtra and its state religion should be
Hinduism. Hindus or non-Muslims
should hold the top posts. Any person
who does not believe in Hindu culture
should not be made a part of the
government of Hindustan.” Shukla, a
member of the Constituent Assembly,
went on to say that Muslims should not
be given citizenship rights. Thus,
Vaidya alone should not be criticised.

Let us recall the history of the
Hindu right’s opposition to the Hindu
Code Bill. The RSS, Hindu Mahasabha,
Dharma Mahamandal, Akhil Bharatiya
Dharma Sangh and several other
organisations fiercely opposed the
Hindu code Bill. The most vociferous
critics of reforms in Hindu law in the
1940s and 1950s are now arguing for
the UCC. The RSS itself was leading the
opposition. As many as 79 public
meetings were organised in 1949 by
the RSS in Delhi to oppose the Hindu
Code Bill which was termed as an atom
bomb on Hindus.

It is true that Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee said in Parliament that
instead of the Hindu Code Bill, the
government should bring in the UCC.
There was much substance in this
argument and Nehru indeed did a
disservice to Muslim women by not
bringing reforms for all communities in
one go. Hindu law reform proposals
received a lot of opposition not only
from the extreme right but also from
Congress leaders such as Vallabhbhai
Patel, deputy prime minister, Pattabhi
Sitaramayya, Congress president,
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, speaker of
the constituent assembly. Madan
Mohan Malviya and Kailash Nath Katju
also opposed the reforms. When the
debate on the Hindu Code Bill took
place in 1949, as many as 23 out of 28
speakers who participated in the
debate opposed it. On September 15,

1951, Rajendra Prasad threatened to
use his powers of returning the bill to
Parliament or vetoing it. Nehru had to
concede and the bill could not be
passed.

In 1949 itself, the Hindu right
had formed an All-India Anti Hindu
Code Bill Committee under the
leadership of Swami Karpatri Maharaj
who made even Ambedkar’s “low”
caste an issue. Karpatri justified
unregulated polygamy and freely
quoted Yajnavalkya:

“If the wife is a habitual
drunkard, a confirmed invalid, a
cunning, a barren or a spendthrift
woman, if she is bitter-tongued, if she
has got only daughters and no son, if
she hates her husband, (then) the
husband can marry a second wife

even while the first is living.” Geeta
Press’s Kalyan magazine published a
number of articles which favoured
polygamy, opposed the daughter’s
right to inheritance and questioned
the Constituent Assembly’s right to
legislate on religious matters.

If we are interested in reforms,
just like the Hindu Law Reforms
Committee formed in 1941, the Modi
government should constitute a
Muslim Law Reforms Committee, a
Tribal and Indigenous Law Reform
Committee and Christian and Parsi
Law Reforms Committees, and based
on their recommendations, take the
UCC process forward. We would then
need a Hindu Law Committee as well,
as some of the existing provisions
such as solemnisation of marriage,

kanyadaan, joint family, preference of
issueless husband’s parents in the
self-acquired property of the
daughter-in- law etc. may not find a
place in the UCC and provisions like
dower or nikahnama (prenuptial
contract) are to be incorporated. Is
the RSS of 2016 ready for these
changes?

The writer is vice-chancellor
NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad. Views expressed are
personal

http://indianexpress.com/articl
e/opinion/columns/uniform-civil-
code-triple-talag-muslim-personal-
law-board-ucc-4368783/
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Sample of the Handbill for the forthcoming Rally is being published. It is an earnest appeal to the
Confederation Leaders that they should get it printed on behalf of State and District Units and distribute.

All India Confederation

society - through d

of SC/ST Organisations

19th Maha Rally

28 Nov 2016
Ramlila Ground New Delhi

Friends,

into Buddhi

The problems faced by us, Dalits, tribals and backwards, are not just political, but due to social

and economic reasons also. Whosoever may be in power, atrocities and discrimination will continue. "
Atrocities against us have occurred even where a Dalit was the Chief Minister. Dr. Ambedkar had said
that without social democracy, political democracy will be meaningless, and for this, we must change
abolition of superstitions, creation of a caste less society; at
least, caste divisions amongst Dalits must be annihilated. Through all this, we can understand that
thousands of years of inequalities and exploitation must be fought regularly, even if the Governmentis
headed by Dalits or backwards. 5 anti-reservation orders were issued by DOPT when there was Social
Justice Government at Centre. When Ku. Mayawati was the Chief Minister; we lost reservation in
promotion case in Lucknow High Court. These examples make it amply clear the need to struggle on a
regular basis. Our parents gave birth to us, but we got reservation only through the efforts of Dr.
Ambedkar. Reservation was given not only for our own benefits, but to fight for other deprived
brothers and sisters. This is why, irrespective of whether one be a Minister or a Member of Parliament or a sarpanch or an officer; they are all
responsible to fight for the empowerment of society. In Jhajjar, Haryana 5 Dalits were killed for skinning the carcass of a dead cow; everyone

knows the recent happenings in Una in Gujarat. Still, some people treat us as less than animals.

The All India Confederation of SC/ST Organisations was formed in 1997 to fight against 5 anti-reservation orders, and our fight

began through rallies, agitations etc. The rally organised by the Confederation on 11th December 2000 at Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi was one of
the largest in the history of independent India; this built pressure on the Govt., the 81st, 82nd and 85th Constitutional Amendments were
passed and reservation was saved. On 4th November 2001, lacs of people took deeksha into Buddhism under the leadership of the
Confederation. In 2006, we fought and won the Nagaraj case in the Supreme Court, related to the 85th Constitutional Amendment. We stood
with OBC reservation in higher education in 2006. When the Anna Hazare movement pressed for a Lokpal Bill, we agitated against it and
presented the Bahujan Lokpal Bill, and due to that, reservation was introduced here as well. Otherwise, the Lokpal could have become the
largest platform for exploitation of SC/STs and OBCs by bringing fictitious cases of corruption.

In 2008, Ku. Mayawati, the then Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, passed orders that the Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989, which
included 22 atrocities, be applied only in cases of murder and rape. Then we fought against this in the Allahabad High Court by filing a Public

Interest Litigation and it was restored to its original form. This Act was

ded by Parli

in 2015, which included 123 atrocities. The Bill

for reservation in promotion was to be passed by Parliament - it had been hoped that the Bill would be passed by now, but that has not
happened. We have to start off a revolution to get this Act passed. From the time Dr. Udit Raj became a Member of Parliament, he has not left any
opportunity to raise issues related to SC/STs in Parliament; it is likely that no other M.P. has raised as many issues —
www.uditraj.com/gallery/video & www.youtube.com/user/druditraj

Dr. Udit Raj has introduced a private member Bill for reservation in the private sector in Parliament. Do the forward castes need

reservation in private sector? Dr. Udit Raj has done his duty - why is society still sleeping? Why have lacs and crores of people not come out on

the street and pressured political parties to pass a Constitutional Amendment for reservation in the private sector? More than half of reservation

has already been diluted by outsourcing, contract system and ad hoc appointments. We have to continue fighting against this, but we cannot

| survive without reservation in private sector. To fight for our main demands of filling up of backlog vacancies, stopping outsourcing and

contract system, regularization of safai karamcharis, caste certificates issued by one state being valid throughout the country, equal education
etc., you must participate in the rally on 28th November 2016 at Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi at 11 AM to ensure that we get our rights.
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A silence that’'s deafening

The recent Maratha protest marches across Maharashtra, while a reflection of the farming crisis in the
State, are essentially an expression of marginalisation of the community’s lower and middle rungs

KUMAR KETKAR

If any political leader or
pundit were to have said, even
just four months ago, that
lakhs and lakhs of Marathas
were going to mobilise and
march across Maharashtra,
week after week, from
Parbhani in Marathwada to the
so-called ‘“intellectual and
knowledge capital” Pune,
nobody would have believed
that prognosis. Nobody, not
even the powerful Maratha
leadership, including the
‘strongman’ of Maharashtra,
Sharad Pawar, had seen the
turbulence beneath the
superficial and deceptive calm
in the community. Now it is
obvious that the frustration
and anger among the
Marathas has been brewing
intensely.

Most people outside
Maharashtra do not
understand the difference
between the two phonetically
similar sounding terms,
Maratha and Marathi. Why,
even the metropolitan
Mumbaikar cannot
comprehend the distinction.
The broadcast media and
panel pontiffs too are
confused by the sudden
tsunami-like Maratha
marches, which they cannot
simply ignore because of their
sheer size and breadth.
Indeed, the mobilisation is so
grippingly picturesque that
television cameramen and
anchors cannot underplay it
by pretending that Kashmir
and the Cauvery water crisis
are far more important!

The class divide
among Marathas

The Maratha caste can
be broadly compared with Jats
in Rajasthan and Haryana or
Patidar-Patels in Gujarat,
primarily farmers. They are
one-third of the State’s
population and Marathi is their
mother tongue, though not
exclusive to them. Within the
community, there is a
hierarchy observed very
diligently, particularly when it
comes to matrimony.
However, irrespective of social
hierarchy, they are all directly
connected with agriculture,
sons of soil, as it were. But
there is another hierarchy,
that of class. There are four
class divisions.

The elite Marathas are
directly related to power or
power centres — ministers,
chairmen of commissions,
various boards, directors in
cooperative banks, board
members of sugar

cooperatives, zilla parishad or
gram panchayat chiefs, and so
on. These Marathas are seen
to not distinguish between the
private and public.

The class just below
them is the rich farmer,
“bagayati” or cash crop
farmer. They are powerful
because they command
respect on account of their
wealth, which also gives them
status and authority in the
villages. They are not in
political power directly, but
they have political heft across
parties as they finance
candidates.

Next in the hierarchy
comes the small or middle
peasant, who survives on a
season-to-season basis, is
dependent on the vagaries of
nature, is anxious about the
monsoon, takes small loans to
run the farm or for wedding
expenses, and commits
suicide if harassed by the bank
or moneylender. The middle
peasant aspires to be a rich
farmer, and hence imitates the
lifestyle of the well-off farmer.
When he fails to live up to his
projected image, distraught,
he hangs himself.

The lowest and the last
layer is that of the landless
peasants and agricultural
labourers who depend on
government employment
guarantee schemes and other
benefits.

The only bond among
this four-layered class
structure is of caste. Being
Maratha gives them a feeling
of difference from the ‘other’
and an illusion of being
important.

The power elite have
everything going for them.
The rich farmer’s main worry
is that he is not getting cheap
labour because of the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme. His economic
interest pits him against his
Maratha brethren because of
the class distinctions. The real
frustration is among the
small/middle farmers, the vast
section of landless farmers
and/or agricultural labourers.
A young person among the
lower classes of Marathas has
had no opportunities for
higher education, no
possibilities of migrating to the
cities for a better future, and
certainly no avenues to new
kinds of jobs — in the
information technology sector,
for instance. Unemployment,
declining agriculture,
compounded by severe

drought and devastating
floods, have threatened his
very survival.

For the past two years
these suffering classes waited
with great expectation for
“Achche Din”". They had voted
against the Congress because
their condition saw no
improvement during the years
of Congress rule. They thought
Narendra Modi would provide
what the Congress-Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) alliance
did not. Now, there’s
disillusionment.

Searching for an
objectof ire

Thus, multiple
frustrations got accumulated
and mixed up. But who should
be held responsible? The
Marathas are in power from
sugar cooperatives to
Mantralaya, the administrative
headquarters of the State
government. All parties, from
the Congress, NCP, to the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Shiv Sena have large
contingents of Marathas. In
assemblies and local self-
governments there is Maratha
domination. And yet the lower-
and middle-rung Marathas feel
isolated, neglected,
marginalised in the job market
and denied opportunities in
higher education.

The reservation policy
gave Dalits an advantage vis-
a-vis Marathas in getting
admission in reputed colleges.
Ironically, many of the State’s
private colleges and deemed
universities are owned, run
and managed by the Maratha
power elite! Moreover, the
subcaste, or parallel caste,
Kunbi, was included in the
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
reservation category. That,
too, has fuelled the demand
for reservation among other
larger Maratha groupings. The
disgruntled Maratha youth,
instead of wagging an
accusing finger at the power
elite of their own caste, began
to see an enemy in the Dalit
community, the ‘beneficiaries’
of the reservation policy.

The brutal rape and
murder of a Maratha girl in July
by a few Dalit youth in Kopardi
village of Ahmednagar district
provided these marginalised
Maratha youth an opportunity
to direct their wrath against
the Backward Castes and
OBCs. Though none of the
recent Maratha marches have
witnessed any diatribe against
the Dalit community, the
underlying message is that the
mobilisation is targeted

against the Dalits. Since the
NCP founded and led by Mr.
Pawar has the largest Maratha
following, many
commentators believe that he
and his party are behind the
movement. The Maratha elites
are happy to face this charge,
because they get credit for
channelling the discontent
when they are at best only
supporting from behind the
scenes what is essentially a
spontaneous expression of
mass (and class) frustration.

In the past it was the
Brahmin (caste and class) that
was the ‘enemy’ of the
Marathas (self-declared
Bahujan). The Dalits and
OBCs too regarded
Brahminism as the main
‘enemy’. Demographically, this
upper caste had just about 4
per cent presence in society
but dominated education,
bureaucracy, media and other
institutions of power. That
domination was sharply
reduced following reservation,
and a section of the Marathas
too entered the corridors of
power and influence. But still
there were the vast armies of
lower- and middle-end
Maratha youths deprived of
participation in the
mainstream economic,
political and cultural affairs.
Around 200 Maratha families
have kept the reins of power in
their hands, claim organisers
of the protest movement.

Rage of the have-
nots

As stated in the
beginning, the marches are a
reflection of the massive crisis
in the agricultural economy of
Maharashtra. That is the
reason the demand for the
implementation of reports of
the M.S. Swaminathan-led
National Commission on
Farmers between 2004 and
2006 has acquired importance
in this agitation. The farmer is

denied competitive prices for
his produce, affordable prices
for the input elements, relief
and support during drought,
famines and floods, and help
from financial institutions
when it is the need of the hour.

This hapless and
helpless small and middle
farmer is seeing around him
the new wealth, new
opportunities, new jobs, new
lifestyles that he too aspires to.
The urban haves and rural
haves have cornered the new
wealth, making him the new
poor. The new poverty is not
poverty imposed on him by
nature or overall
backwardness; it is enforced
by the ruling class and the
ruling government and the
ruling establishment. He
knows who the ‘enemy’ is: it is
in his neighbourhood and his
community. That is why all the
marches are silent protest
processions, perhaps. The
marches are disciplined, clean,
huge and silent, with massive
participation from women of
all age groups and girl
students who are angry
because they feel the future is
being snatched away from
them.

The silence of the lakhs
of marchers is deafening and
the elite — Maratha or Brahmin

or Dalit — are feeling
threatened. It is a silent
political bomb ticking and

could explode anytime,
devastating all that we think is
stable and settled.

Kumar Ketkar is a
veteran journalist and Chief
Editor of ‘Dainik Divya
Marathi’.

http://www.thehindu.co
m/opinion/lead/kumar-ketkar-
writes-on-maratha-
community-protests-a-
silence-thats-
deafening/article9163 837.ece
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Appeal to the Readers|

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don’t receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/ -
One year : Rs. 150/-

Sometimes, it might
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Donations for Rally on 28 Nov & other instructions
Friends,

The recently launched demonetization drive by which notes of value Rs. 500 and Rs. 1000 are no longer legal tender is known to all of
you. While this drive is of immense benefit to the nation, despite some small short term inconveniences, you are also aware that the All India
Confederation of SC/ST Organizations is conducting the 19th Annual Rally at Ramlila Maidan, New Delhi on 28th November 2016. For the last
18 years, the Confederation has been entirely funded by donations from people such as you who wish to give back to society to achieve Dr.
Ambedkar's vision, and this year is no exception. Many of you have already made small donations, in cash and kind, for the success of the rally.
Now, when the danger to reservation and our place in society is at an all time high, our rally which is to create pressure on the Government for
fulfillment of our genuine demands such as reservation in promotion, reservation in private sector, ending atrocities against Dalits, ending
outsourcing and contract system, should not be hampered by this demonetization drive and subsequent lack of funds. So far practice to fund
the rally was mainly in cash, now we have to abide by Government rules, so it is better to deposit donations in the Confederation bank account.
Those who wish to make donations to the Confederation for the success of the rally and fulfillment of our genuine demands can make
donations either in cash to Mr. Sumit in the Central office or in the bank account of the Confederation in old notes of Rs. 500 and Rs. 1000, as
per the account details below. You can also transfer donations directly through internet banking or mobile banking in the bank account of the

Confederation. There is no limit on fund transfer

Sample of the Poster for the forthcoming Rally is being published. It is an earnest appeal to the through internet or mobile banking. Please contact
Confederation Leaders that they should get it printed on behalf of State and District Units and distribute. Mr. Sumit (9868978306) in the Central office for

any queries in this regard.
SR 221 LAl
- 1,"" ‘ y l- | [ : Customer Name: ALL INDIA CONFEDERATION OF
=] L& L ol SC/ST ORGANISATION

Accountno: 30899921752
m m CIF No: 85626065749
Confederation[of ® & €

Saving Bank Account State Bank of India
“ 1y
SCI/ST, Orgamsatlon ) ’

Chandralok Building
Calls

IFSC Code: SBIN0001639

For information and promotional material
regarding Confederation, confirmation of Railway
tickets for rally and other information, contact
Sumit (9868978306). For information about stay
For ReservatlonPromotlon and food arrangements in Delhi for rally, contact

&'Pvt. Sector,end of contract system Sanjay Raj (9654142705). Those attending the
and outsourcmg and rally should immediately let us know about the

T R . number of people attending with them so
endmg atrOC|t|es agamSt Dalits arrangements for stay and food can be made for

them. Railway employees can contact Sachin
(9650035350) regarding issues related to the
Association, queries etc.

Dr. Udit Raj

m m m National Chairman, All India Confedergtiop of
SC/ST Organizations
amlila Ground, New/Delhi

: Join in large numbers to Appeal to the ReaderS
1 3 @:ﬁ: make the Rally successful You will be happy to know that the Voice of

Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English

Ex. I.LR.S [¥] AlParisangh so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
- Pt sl 19899766443 of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter. Sometimes, it might
happen that you don’t receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.

Contribution:

Five years : Rs. 600/-

One year : Rs. 150/-
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