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Threg years of RTE act;
TIME TO INTROSPECT

This year marks one more
milestone in the struggle for
free and compulsory
education in India. March
31, 2013 was the deadline
for the implementation of
Right to Education act,
2009 across the nation. The
journey has not been an
easy one, mixed with
success and faliure; it has
been demanding readical
shifts at various levels of
our education system.
Reports abound in the
media pertaining to the
failures in meeting many
RTE norms. There is still a
shortage of 12 lakh
teachers in primary schools,
20 % teacheres employed
are untrained and the
student teachers ratio falls
short of the prescribed
norms. News agencies have
also been reporting about
the practical difficulties in
its execution espesically
faced by the poor.

ASER’s latest report
on the deteriorating
learning levels in schools
interestingly raises

concerns over certain RTE
norms. It states that
“Learning levels started
dropping in many states
since RTE came into effect.
Coincidence? Correlation?
Or, causation?” The report
reflects a general feeling
that RTE may have led
tothe relaxation of
classroom teaching with
scraping of all exams and
assessments. Without a
working alternative
mechanism like CCE
(Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation)
the problems have
increased many folds. It
also signals the weakening
public eduacation system in
the country and predicts
that more than 50% of the
children in India will pay for
their primary education by
2020.

In addition tdo the
above isssues 25%
reservation quota for poor
in private schools has
created a lot of hue and cry.
In its present form it is
showing more

discriminatory practices
and cultural gaps. In urban
Bangalore there was a
report about poor and
schedule caste Kkids
cleaning toilets and
kitchens in a school. Isn't
this outrageous? But our
21st century educated
teaches and parents feel
fine with this, considering it
a normal practice. In such a
condition, can the mixing of
poor and rich children work
in this society? In a society
so deeply rooted with
discriminations based on
caste, creed and socio-
economic status, is it
possible that our dreams for
social justice in education
may be realized? Even
religion an movements
which boast about
abolishing discriminations
have not been able to
resolve this. Rather, they
have ultimately adopted
these divisive practices
themselves.

Critics like Anil
Sadgopal say that 25%
reservation to poor children
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supporters of our
movement, they are
invited to participate.

Contact Person
Shri Nivasulu
09945597437

sl. sfaa I g sumw walt
utttretieel wa wrEi@atst R
s & e wwte= @ s St
A YBHA TG

TEEAR THAE
09931434944

BB AT
afcIsTelTRI UrFAdist 3TIR. B BHAS
09415158866 09759845668
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All India Confederation s g faa sufn/ stwsuta
of SC/ST Organisations - || st @t eiRae *rdw R &
Karnatka unit is holding a | | fermuzaE # sted wre=mat
conference in Bangalore s 28 R @t gaE 10 a=t
on 6th October, G A Bou ST Y| S TR B
2013. Those who are the e ity ufteta @ e etsmst

%

in private
schools is
more like a
charity
t h an
bringing
equality in
education.
It overlooks
the cultural
gap and
disparity
this will .
strengthen
between
the lower
class non
paying and

upper class
paying
children. It demeans the
initial demand for the
neighborhood and common
schooling system. It is also
seen as a violation of Article
21A which is about free
elementary education of
equitable quality to the 6-14
year age group.

The struggle for
RTE is not new in this
country as it was started
long back by Mahatma
Jotirao Phule. Almost 125
years ago he raised his
voice over British
government catering only
to the education of
Brahmins and higher
classes. In the later years
the attempt to implement
free and compulsory
education bill was met with
stiff resistance from
ministers and feudal lords.
After independence the
biggest rhetoric used
against the enactment of
this bill has been the lack of

resources.
RTE act was
passed three years ago but
the government never
looked serious about its
execution. At such a low
percentage of GDP on
education, the dream to
fulfill even the quantifiable
goals looks bleak. It should
also be kept in mind that
the implementation of RTE
not only demands financial
support and institutional
change but needs revisiting
the act itself. We should not
forget that the ultimate
goal of this act is to provide
free and compulsory
education to all in this
country. One more aspect
which is generally
overlooked is the
corresponding change in
the mindset and attitude of
the people of this country
without which all other
attempts look futile.

(Courtesy : The Companion)

Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of "Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-

Sometimes, it might
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National Gonvention on Education Policy

and change the world.
What is the point in going
to the moon if we can't
understand our own
world?

Vikas Gupta, AIFRTE:
Our predication about RTE
stands vindicated and this
shows that our struggle is
on the right path. We
demand secular equitable
education system from KG
to PG, and such a system
can only be public funded.
There is a public rally on
21st October at Jantar
Mantar. The fight for equal
education is possible only
by coming on a joint
platform to fight against a
common enemy. We need
to include other
marginalized also as
minorities and disabled as
marginalization is a multi
causal phenomenon.

Professor Prem Singh,
Hindi Department, DU:
FYUP is anti-student. FYUP
is fast becoming the most
important issue in the
DUSU elections. Today
parents and students are
ready to join the
movement. Even the
proponents of FYUP have
realized that it was wrong.
We need to consolidate all
opposition against FYUP
and attack it. The
movement against fyup
can replace the false
struggles. We need to join
hands in order to enhance
the chances and expedite
victory.

Sadashiv (Janwadi
Sikshak Manch): The
movement against FYUP
has been successful in
bringing together various
forces. Lack of money will
not a hindrance for the
continuation of the
movement. The fact that
we were unable to stop
FYUP has turned out to be
good as it would not have
lead to this kind of thinking
on major policies on higher
education.

Harish Khanna (SYS):
There is no doubt that
FYUP is against
SC/ST/OBC. We will
continue to fight against
the policy changes. If the
current reforms are not
curbed, higher education
will be accessible only to

few. What we see is an
attempt to destroy
education. Students
dropping out in large
numbers from FYUP and
opting for SOL and Non-
Collegiate Women's
Education Board. The new
courses are at very low
level. The high percentage
of Internal Assessment can
give rise to discrimination.
Higher education is the
right of everyone. Thereisa
need for an action program
inside the university. We
should call out the students
from the colleges.
Education has to be need to
use the forthcoming
election to mobilize

Harsh Vardhan (SSYF):
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule has
realized that education
right from the primary level
is of utmost important. But
recent reforms are
destroying education. State
universities are also seeing
similar developments.
There is a big movement
against privatization of
schools going on in
Maharashtra. We need to
have a common education
system. All private schools
have to be nationalized
immediately. Baba Saheb
Ambedkar was of the view
that primary education
should be the responsibility
of the central government.
What corporates like
Reliance will do when they
launch into education is
nothing but create
employees for his company
by opening university and
taking money from them.

Nandita Narain, DUTA
President: The educational
reforms unleashed by this
government is actually a
plan of selling out the
Indian higher education
sector to private players
from India and abroad. It is
the biggest exploitation
since the days of East India
Company. Such private
players will transform the
education sector in a way
where the role of education
towards social equity will be
totally ignored in favour of a
profit —driven structure.
PPP is nothing but a way to
put public money in private
pockets Since
independence, Indians
have not been subjected to

a more
discriminat
o r y R
measure. §
Our fight
against
these
reforms is a
fight for
protecting
a n d
upholding
a n
education
system committed to
equity. We need to fight
against a curriculum that is
designed to kill the critical
and thinking capacity of the
students. Teachers have
shown their fighting spirit
by defeating the official
candidate in the DUTA
election.

Indu Choudhary (BHU,
Secretary SC/ST Employees
Union): Most of the issues
that are discussed are not
just a matter of Delhi
University alone. VCs are
autocratic everywhere. In
Benares Hindu University,
the situation is no better.
There is no participation of
SC/ST/OBC in decision
making bodies like the
Executive Council. We need
to spread Ambedkar’s views
that has enabled the social
quality in our country to
such an extend as we see it
today.

Sagar SK (FOCUS):
There is a need for unity
among SC, ST, and OBC. If
that is achieved, there is no
need of any support from
other forces. We need to
have reservation in private
schools. We need to review
the full pass system. In
FYUP, 70% of SC/ST/OBC
and poor will dropout after
2 years. Only elite will study
full 4 years. FYUP is only for
the elite. There are many
issues that need to be
fought against like the entry
level screening based on
point system in the .-
sc/st/obc members in ac
not supporting the causes
for sc/st/obc

SECOND SESSION (3
pm onwards)

Alka: A lot of new
universities have to be
opened. Teachers have to
be regularized by carrying
out appointments. There is
a need to improve primary

We need for

education.
English for higher
education. There are no
books in Hindi in most
subjects. Higher education
should be in the same
language as that of primary
education, without which
discrimination will be the
result.

Tripta Wahi (Forum for
Democratic Struggle): All
issues like privatization,
FYUFP, and
contractualization are inter-
connected. The change of
policies started in 1970s.
1986 saw the new
education policy. In 1993 it
was extended to higher
education
Commercialization of
education started
from1991. We need to
attack neo-liberalization.

DN Choudhary: There
is a difference in education
between India and Bharat.
CBSE is for India, which is
the elite. Ordinary schools
belong to Bharat. The mid-
day meal scheme is a
conspiracy. And so is FYUP.

Captain Deepak Kumar
(Pilot Air India): Lot of posts
are getting dereserved in
Haryana. The requirement
of Haryana domicile is also
creating problems for many

who are in Delhi. Modern

education is creating

learned servants.
Munshi Ram:

Privatization is the biggest
disease.

Yogendra Yaday,
Member, UGC: Instead
playing the role of negating
social inequalities, higher
education today functions
to consolidate social
positions. We do not have
any major scholarship for
undergraduate
programme. From 10th
planning to 11th planning,
there was an increase in the
money available for

education - but the
opportunity was thrown in
the well — a large portion of
the money was not spent —
even the money spent was
used on buildings. We
need to include the
following in our demands:
(i) a major scholarship
programme for UG
programme, (ii) there are
40 Central University and
roughly 300 State
Universities.  Majority of
students go to State
University. Ruin has been
imposed on State
Universities. We need to
demand restoration of State
Universities and (iii) more
colleges and hostels for
Women. In a UGC meeting I
had raised the following
concerns on the FYUP at
DU: (i) A university wishing
to start a new course has to
approach the UGC for its
approval six months prior to
starting the programme.
Why this was not followed
in the case of FYUP at DU?
(ii) A switch to a four year
programme from the
existing three year
programmes has
infrastructural and logistical
requirements. It has
financial ramifications for
the Government. Was this
ever discussed before the
implementation of FYUP?
(iii) Has the FYUP been
implemented under a
National Policy. Which
Committee /Commission
proposed this format? The
discussion on FYUP took
more than an hour. The
entire discussion was
missing from the minutes.
My objection to tampering
of minutes became one of
the reasons for the show
cause notice issued by the
MHRD.
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I Hany Babu I

Joint Action Front for
Democratic
Organization(SC/ST/OBC/L
eft) JAFDE organized a day
long national convention at
speaker hall, constitution
club, New Delhi on 8th
Sept, 2013. The convener ,
Dr Udit Raj , inaugurated it
and at the outset he said
that the education is the
key factor to take forward
any society but under the
garb of globalization it is
being thrown open to
private players. The Right
to Education was the hope
for universalization of
education but its fall outs
are quite discouraging
rather it is accelerating the
privatization . The day is not
far off when the higher
education will be a distant
dream for common people
and SC/ST will be worst hit.
Surprisingly the leaders of
SC/ST/OBC are quite
complacent on this burning
issue . Commercialization of
education is not in the
interest of nation as a
whole. India can become a
super power in the world
provided universal and
equal education s
introduced and an honest
efforts are made to
annihilate the caste system
. The recent restructuring
of the undergraduate
program me at Delhi
University with the
introduction of the FYUP

Roll-B
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From Left Nandita Narayan, Dr.S K Sagar, Dr. Hany Babu, Dr. Udit Raj,
Dr, Shaswati, Dr. Prem Singh, Bhavannath Paswan and Others

has brought into focus the
policy changes advocated
by the present government
in withdrawing funding
from education and back
door entry for privatization .
Though a fierce opposition
was put up by various
groups and organisations
on issues of quality and
access, the brazenness of
the VC and the government
in pushing through the
changes suggest that this is
part of the larger design
towards private-sector led
expansion in higher
education. Simultaneously,
an attempt is already afoot
to dismember a public-
funded university system
by creating autonomous
colleges, which will then be
forced into private-public
partnerships or corporate
tie-ups, while students will
be forced to obtain funding

through education loans.
The government has made
clear its intention to
withdraw from higher
education. Privatization and
corporatization of
education have already
been seen in school
education and is already
becoming rampant in
higher education with the
mushrooming of private
enterprises. This will make
quality education
unaffordable and
inaccessible to a vast
majority of students and
SC/ST/OBC will be affected
the most. There is an urgent
need to bring together all
organizations and
individuals throughout the
country to create a national
movement demanding
equal education for all.

It is in this that JAFDE
organized a One Day
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National Convention
Against Privatization and
Commercialization of
Education on 8th
September 2013, in the
Speaker Hall, Constitution
Club, New Delhi, with the
aim to bring together the
experiences of various
groups and organizations
fighting the government's
withdrawal from funding of
school and university
education; to forge a united
Nation-wide struggle to
create awareness about the
ramifications of these policy
changes and to mobilize
towards the demand for
Equal Education. A large
number of organizations
and individuals participated
in the programme. Given
below is a gist of what some
of the key speakers said:
Prof Shaswati
Mazumdar, President, DTF:
Education is the most
potent means of social
transform. Its special
significance in the lives of
historically marginalized
sections cannot be
undermined. The JAFDE is
hence a social reform
platform created in
recognition of the need to
make education more
accessible to the
marginalized at a time when
the government is trying its
best to make education

exclusive and secure
benefits for the privileged
through privatization.

Dr. Dilip Behra of All-
India confederation of SC-
ST organization: Education
must be universalized in
spirit and practise in order
to ensure that its meaning
is realized. There is a
deliberate attempt to throw
out SC/ST and OBC from
higher education. The need
of the hour is to resist. We
need to join hands and fight
with along with Udit Raj.

Prof Hemlata
Maheswar, Hindi
Department, Jamia Millia
Islamia: PPP model seeks
to overturn the limited
advancement and progress
of the marginalized section
after Independence. Delhi
University’s FYUP is also a
perverse model of Higher
Education which is
designed to eliminate the
presence of the
marginalised sections -
SCs, STs and OBCs -- from
Higher Education.
Reservation is a right.
There is no representation
of tribals even in the tribal
universities. We need to
evolve a pedagogy where
we teach that “A” is for
Ambedkar. We need to have
an education that will
enable us to understand
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