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Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of

Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter. Sometimes, it might
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/~
One year : Rs. 150/~
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GONFEDERATION 15 THE LIFE-LINE

Dr. Udit Raj

Just because I have
joined Bhartiya Janata
Party does not mean that I
have sidetracked All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations. The present
situation demands that this
organization should be
further strengthened. The
fact is that it is only the
employees, officers and
intellectuals who can create
awareness in the
community about the
ground reality.  Strangely
their mindset and style of
functioning cannot make
any significant contribution
to the community.  The
Confederation people are
not aware of the working of
Media or social media.
They have to be acquainted
with the changed situation.
It is not difficult to do so as
most of the members of the
Confederation are mentally
fully equipped to keep pace
with the revolutionary

developments in
information technology
and social media in the
world. Bhartiya Janata
Party could very well
understand the importance
of social media and made
full use of this tool. Aam
Admi Party also owes its rise
to the social media.
Shortly, suitable training
programmes will be
organized by the
Confederation on social
media.

Some people are
criticizing me for my joining
Bhartiya Janata Party.
Even after joining BJP, I
have raised issues
concerning the community
whenever I have got an
opportunity to do so.
Where are the so-called
Ambedkarites and Adivasis
who were not to be seen
anywhere during the
recently held Lok Sabha
elections?. Could they raise
the issues of reservation in
private sector and share in
governance? Or will they
spend their time only in

criticizing others? Can we
get honour and respect for
our community only by
launching verbal attacks on
Brahminism? In the
campaign started by Kanshi
Ram Ji, maximum emphasis
was given on honour and
dignity for Dalits. By doing
less constructive work and
harping more on criticism of
Manuvad, only limited
success has been achieved
so far as welfare of Dalits is
concerned. In the initial
stages, this approach was
all right but this ultimately
became the very basis of
the movement which is not
good for the healthy growth
of @ movement. During this
period, new economic
policy was introduced in the
country due to which the
cause of reservation not
only suffered but also the
new opportunities created
by privatization and
liberalization could not be
availed of. Whatever other
movements were started,
were criticized by branding
them as pro-Manuvadi with

the result that neither the
onslaught of privatization
could be stopped nor others
were allowed to come up.
Members of the All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations had to face
false propaganda
unleashed by some vested
interests.  We, however,
stuck to our guns and
continued our struggle
based on the ground reality.
Even during the recent Lok
Sabha elections, these so-
called Ambedkarites and
Adivasis could not raise the
issues like the Reservation
Bill and Reservation in
Promotions Bill which are
pending in the Lok Sabha.
We should learn a
lesson from the recent Lok
Sabha election that the
situation has changed and
all the organizations have to
mould themselves
accordingly. In these
elections, Media has played
a significant role in making
or unmaking a leader.
Media has simply avoided

issues like reservation and
they will continue to do soin
future also. For the last 15
years, we have not only
been making our
community aware of the
present-day problems but
also about the future course
of action but we faced only
criticism from the
community.  We should
have asked for a share in
the field of education
where privatization has
taken place speedily,.
There has been a spurt in
Trade and Industry and
various other fields.
Concerted efforts should
have been made to bring
more and more Dalits and
Backwards in trade,
industry and all other
fields. Just because
nobody else can take up
these causes for Dalits and
Backwards, the
responsibility of this
unfinished agenda has
been put on the shoulders
of the Confederation.
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Dr. Udit Raj

If Baba Ram Dev had
unintentionally made some
undersirable remarks against
Dalits, then he would also
restore their honour and
respect by making
commendable remarks in
favour of the community. On
the 26th April, 2014, he had
said that Rahul Gandhi visits
Harijan Bastis for celebrating
honeymoon. Baba Ram Dev’s
intention was only to criticize
Rahul Gandhi’s style of
functioning but the word
“honeymoon” was given a
totally different twist. The
word “honeymoon” in the
normal sense is used when a
couple visits a tourist spot
like Nainital, Mussourie or
Kashmir etc. to spend
sometime together but in the
present, it would be taken as
a taboo by the residents of
these tourist spots. Ram Dev
Ji had not said that Rahul
Gandhi visits Dalit Bastis to
celebrate honeymoon with
Dalit women but he had
simply said that he visits Dalit
Bastis. As an allegory, it could
also be used when two or
more persons spend some
good time together or when
there is a coalition between
two political parties. Baba
Ram Dev had expressed his
regret over his unintentional
remarks.Ms Mayawati and
some other Dalit leaders
suddenly became hyper
active by making statements
that Dalits had been greatly
humiliated and an
emotionally blackmailed
Dalit community for political
gains. They roped in Bhartiya
Janata Party in this
controversy. Baba Ram Dev
is definitely a BJP supporter
but he has his own distinct
standing in the society and
sometimes he has been
found to be dis-satisfied with
BJP policies. Baba Ram Dev is
neither a member of Bhartiya
Janata Party nor a
spokesperson of the party. I
have also not supported
tbese remarks of Baba Ram
Dev. Why does Ms Mayawati
not take up the real issues
concerning Dalits like their
rights, education, health,
employment etc as strongly

as she has pounced upon BIP
on “honeymoon” remarks
made by Baba Ram Dev?
Unfortunately, people of Dalit
community are just swayed
by emotions and do not
bother to see things in proper
perspective. Why don't they
become aggressive and more
vocal on the rights and their
share in governance in
different fields just as they
have shown their anger on
Baba Ram Dev’s statement?

I feel very sad at the
attitude of all the members of
Dalit community who are
swayed by emotions. On
23rd March, 2014, four Dalit
girls were raped at Bhagana
village of Hisar district in
Haryana. These girls were
raped for the simple reason
that in the year 2012,
dominant caste had
boycotted Dalits who had
then left the village. Since
21.5.2012, these Dalits are
living in the open near Mini
Secretariat of Hisar. Despite
this boycott, about 95 Dalit
families were living in the
village and just to punish
them for this, 4 Dalit girls
were kidnapped and then
gangraped for two days.
Names of none of the
accused persons has been
mentioned in the FIR and
they are still roaming scot
free. These four victims with
a large number of their
relatives and friends are
sitting on dharna at Jantar
Mantar, New Delhi,since
16.4.2014, for seeking
justice. Does Mayawati take
this brutal rape of 4 Dalit
girls as an act of honour for
Dalit community? If not,
why is she keeping silent on
this issue and creating such a
hue and cry on Baba Ram
Dev’s statement ? Some
Dalits have also tried to put
me in the dock as to why I am
keeping silent on Baba
Ramdev's statement. I would
like to clarify that I am not at
all silent on this issue and
wherever I am given
opportunity, I shall continue
to struggle for the rights of
Dalits and shall never
compromise on Dalit issues. I
have spent nearly 17
precious years of my life
struggling for the rights,

w_.}‘

honour and prestige of Dalits.
Where are those Dalit
revolutionaries who never
hesitate to put me in the dock
but never pick the courage to

criticize Mayawati who
maintains stoic silence on the
issue of rapes of Dalit girls.
This is a indeed a brazen
attack on the honour and
prestige of Dalits on which
Mayawati is keeping silent.
The Congress Party is taking
the support of Mayawati by
showing her CBI stick. As
the Congress Party is in
power in Haryana. it is for
this reason that the recent
heinous crime of gangrape
of four Dalit girls in Haryana
does not appear to be a an
act of humiliation for Dalits
in the eyes of Mayawati.
The Reservation Bill was
presented in the Rajya
Sabha in 2004 and even
after 10 years, it has not
been passed. Reservation in
Promotions Bill has also
been pending in the
Parliament. Did Mayawati
ever criticize the Congress
Party against this delay in
passing the Bills? It is here
that the real honour and
prestige of Dalits are at
stake.

I am not supporting
Baba Ram Dev in the matter

of his statement but the fact
is that he has literally washed
the feet of Dalit women and
has also made donations for
them. He has given
employment to Dalits in his
organizations. Is Bahujan
Party is no more Bahujan in
its approach when it has
launched an attack on the
people of his caste? A
Brahmin can sit by the side of
Mayawati on a public
platform but Dalits are never
given that honour. In a highly
planned way, Mayawati has
demolished the entire
structure of Dalit leadership.
Dalit leadership cannot
emerge in BSP under
Mayawati either at national,
state, district or even block
level. Can there be anything
more humiliating and
insulting than this for Dalits?
The right for reservation in
promotions which I had
secured after a long struggle
was taken away by Lucknow
High Court during the tenure
of Ms Mayawati's Chief
Ministership as she had not
followed up this case
properly. In 2007, Mayawati
had diluted the provisions of
the SC/ST Atrocities Act by
issuing a circular against
which I filed a petition in
Allahabad High Court and this
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cirucular was set aside by the
Court. Can any BSP worker
discuss these issues with BSP
Supremo Mayawati?

With the rise of BSP, a
new economic policy was
announced which gave raise
to all avenues of trade,
employment and income.
Did anybody protest against
this new economic policy or
ensure a suitable share for
Dalits in governance. None
of these objectives could be
achieved. All Dalits consider
BSP as their sole protector
but Mayawati treats them
with scorn. Why Mayawati is
having so many
expectations from the upper
caste people when herself is
not giving them respect?
BSP’s workers are selfish
and cowards and they do
not have the courage to
discuss these issues with
Mayawati, what to talk of
taking any decision on such
issues. She does not hold
moral basis to question
upper castes that why they
are not treating dalits well in
their home when she is not
doing that at her level. Other
dalit leaders can raise voice
against such outslaughts but
not Mayawati.
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