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Onslaught on education by DU Voice Chancellor

Joint Action Front for
Democratic Education (SC/ ST/
OBC/ Left) represented by
eminent personalities like Dr.
Udit Raj, Dr. Hany Babu, Dr.
Sukumar, Dr. Vijaya
Venkataraman, Dr. S.K Sagar,
Dr. Kedar Kumar Mandal, Dr.
Shaswati Mazumdar, Dr.
Satveer S. Barwal, Dr. Kaushal
Panwar, Dr. Shree Bhagwan
Thakur, Dr. Prabhakar Palaka,
Anoop Patel, Lenin Vinober, Dr.
R. K Raman, Dr. Dev Kumar,
submitted a memorandum to the
UGC on 10th May to stop
immediately the onslaught on
education by Delhi Unversity
VC.

It is surprising why the UGC
has been a silent spectator to
this. Has the UGC
permitted Delhi University
to switch over to the four
year undergraduate
programme, if so, when
was the permission sought
and granted? If a policy
change were necessary,
then the Government of
India and the UGC should
have initiated a debate to
discuss the new four year
programme for
implementation all over
the country. Though the
Vice-Chancellor claims
support from some
quarters, it is being
garnered either through
manipulation, coercion or
cooption. The financial
implications for SC/ ST/
OBC and poor students,
the disparities which will
be further accentuated with
multiple exit points leading
to Diploma / Degree and
Honours, compulsory
courses like Maths and
Science with no choice in
the Foundation Courses
are, among other things,
reasons why this decision

of Delhi University should be
disallowed.

We respect the autonomy of the
university so long as it is in the
interest of all sections of society.

Other bodies like UGC, Ministry
can’t shirk their responsibility that

they would not interfere in the

University matters in the name of

autonomy. In exceptional
situations, these bodies are to take
exceptional decisions. Is Delhi

University above the Constitution?
Had the Vice-Chancellor been
sincere to the cause of society and
education both, he would have first
proper
implementation of reservation,
infrastructure, teacher-student
ratio and filling up of vacant

bothered about

positions. The Government of India
wants to educate the whole country
but the current Vice-Chancellor of
Delhi University will further limit
access to education to the elite.

The Joint Action Front for
Democratic Education
(SC/ST/OBC/Lett) feels that not only
the poor but also the SC /ST /OBC
and progressive sections of society
will be further excluded from quality
education. Keeping in view the
majority voice of these sections, the
UGC must intervene and prevent
Delhi University from implementing
the four year programme. The UGC
could also consider stopping of grant
to Delhi University if it goes ahead

withits plan.
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Massive Rally at Lucknow

earnestly and also urged the Central Government to
push up the case for reservation in private sector.
Atrocities and victimization have increased and this is
being deliberately. This is not going to help the
Samajwadi Party in any way. On the other hand, it will
impede the process of development in the State. A strong
demand was made at the rally that the State Government
should take adequate steps to stop injustice against Dalits
and Adivasis.

2.Recently, the UP Government hastened the process
of including 17 castes in the backward list but this
requires ratification by the Parliament. Even if this is
ratified, the reservation cannot be more than 50%. Just
as has been done by the Bihar Government , there was a
division of the quota to give the benefits of reservation to
the most backwards and forward backwards according to
their population. Why does the UP State Government
not adopt the same policy for reservation of the most
backwards and forward backwards. As a matter of fact, a
big fraud is going on against Muslims and the most
backwards which the State Government can give to them
but unfortunately it is not doing so.

3. The Samajwadi Party had promised to give 18%
reservation to Muslims but even after the expiry of one
year, the decision on this account does not appear
anywhere in sight.  For giving reservation of 18% to
Muslims, ratification by the Parliament is required which
can be done only by the Central Government. Till then,
out of the 27% quota for backwards, share of the Muslims
may be kept out. Muslims are getting 4% quota in Kerala,
10% in Keralaand 12% in West Bengal and in that case
why similar provisions can be made in Uttar Pradesh.
Just as Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist Dalits are getting
reservation, in the same way, Muslim and Christian
Dalits should also be given similar rights. The Central
Government has filed its reply in the Supreme Court and
due to this reason, the matter is pending.

4. The development of any country is not possible
unless in different spheres of life, there is participation of
all the sections of the society in governance. Without
equal and compulsory education, no society can make
any real progress. The deprived sections of the society
should be given reservation in judiciary and army and
everybody may be provided employment or else an
unemployed person may be given reasonable
unemployment allowance. Struggles and
demonstrations are being launched for abolition of
economic corruption but it is not possible to abolish it
unless social and economic corruption isabolished.

In today’s rally, prominent people who were present
appealed to the Hon’ble Governor to resolve our
demands on a priority basis.

Legislation Against Caste Discrimination in Britain

I Rosemary I

Rosemary, a Dalit activist
from Britain, reports that
Britain has become the first
country outside South Asia, to
legislate against caste
discrimination. After years of
campaigning and several rallies
and demonstrations by UK Dalit

and Dalit Solidarity
organizations, for a suitable law
against caste discrimination, the
British Lower House of
Parliament  has agreed to
include caste discrimination in
section 9(5) of Equalities Act as
“an aspect of race”. Earlier this
legislation was rejected by the
House of Lords on the ground

that caste discrimination did not
exist in U.K. However, keeping
in view the fact that there are
more than 50 thousands Dalits

of Dalits but will give
encouragement to Dalits to ask France and Italy, where they
for similar legislation in haveasizeablepopulation.

countries like Canada, USA,

in U.K., the House of Commons
passed the legislation against
caste discrimination as "an
aspect of race". This will not
only offer legal protection to
Britain’s hundreds of thousands

Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.

Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of

Sometimes, it might

Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-
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Massive Rally at Lucknow

A massive rally was
organized at Jhule Lal Park,
Lucknow, on 20.4.2013, for
reservation in promotions,
participation of Backwards and
Muslims in governance and for
putting an end on atrocities
against Dalits. Dr. Udit Raj,
National Chairman, All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations, Shri Bhawan
Nath Paswan, State President
,All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations, Shri
Kaushal Kishor, National
President, Parakh Maha Sangh
and former Minister, Dr. Zafar
Mahmood, Head of the Zakat
Foundation, Shri P.C. Kureel,
Coordinator of the National
Bhagidari Andolan, Shri Hari
Shankar Mahaur, All India
Kori/Koli Samaj, Shri Bhawan
Nath Paswan, State President
,All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations, Shri Kali
Charan Sonkar, Shri Mohd.
Kamil, National General
Secretary of Indian Justice
Party, former M.L.A. and State
President of Indian Justice
Party, Dr. Shyam Kumar,
National President, National
Hari Samaj, Ms Reena
Chaudhary, former M.P. and
Shri Mohd. Kamil, National
General Secretary of Indian
Justice Party addressed the rally
and a Memorandum of the
following demands was
presented to the Hon’ble
Governor, Uttar Pradesh :

1. In Uttar Pradesh, not only
the law and order position has
deteriorated but also the pace of
development has come to a
grinding halt.The Indian society
is composed of different castes.
As such, the Government
should formulate its policies
keeping in the social and
political conditions of the
people of different castes. Dalits
and Adivasis have been victims
of exploitation for centuries.
Whatever progress has taken
place because of privatization

and globalization, has also
slowed down. All sorts of
promised have been made for
the welfare of minorities but the
same have not been
implemented. In the struggle for
social justice, there was a
provision for giving suitable
reservation in Government jobs
for Backwards but people from
powerful castes are reaping the
benefit of this facility.

1.LEven after 65 years of
Independence, the benefits of
reservation have not fully
reached Dalits and Adivasis.
On the contrary, the judiciary,
bureaucracy and the political
class are busy taking away their
right for reservation in
promotions. The Lucknow High
Court in its judgement on 4"
January, 2011, abolished this
right. At that time, the UP
Government did not respond to
the three conditions stipulated
by the Supreme Court for
continuing reservation in
promotions i.e. lack of
representation, backwardness
and efficiency. There was also
a provision in this judgement
that the State Government, if it
sodesired, couldimplement the
policy of reservation in
promotions on
fulfillment of |
these stipulations |
but instead of
doing so, UP
Government filed |
an SLP in the
Supreme Court,
and the Supreme
Court upheld the
Lucknow High
Court judgement
in this regard on
27" April, 2012
and on the 18"
December, Rajya
Sabha passed 11"
Constitution
amendment which
paved the way for
reservation in
promotions but it

LML T

Prominent leaders from different organizations on the dice (L to R): Md. Kamil,

Bhavannath Paswan, Kaushal Kishor, Dr. Udit Raj, P.C. Kureel and others.

is still pending in Lok Sabha.
The Akhilesh Government put
an embargo on the right for
reservation in promotion while
it claims to be a protagonist of
social justice. Whenever this

matter came up before other
State Governments, it was taken
up seriously.

For example,

Rajasthan Government set up
Bhatnagar Committee which
fulfilled the conditions
stipulated by the Supreme Court
as a result of which the right of
reservation in promotions was
restored. At this rally at the Jhule
Lal Maidan, a strong demand
was made for restoration of the

right of reservation in
promotion.  Privation and
globalization had adversely
affected jobs in the Government
sector and as such it is
imperative that the right for
reservation in promotions
should be implemented

SCs, STs form 25% of population,
says Census 2011 data

The government Tuesday
released the first set of final
data from the population
enumeration (Census 2011)
held in February 2011. Also
called the Primary Census
Abstract, it pegs the population
of Scheduled Castes at 16.6 per
cent and Scheduled Tribes at
8.6 per cent, together forming a
quarter of the total population.
The data comes out at a time
when political parties are busy
drawing up gameplan for the
2014 general elections.

In the period 2001-11, the
SCs grew by 20.8 per cent and
STs by 23.7 per cent. The data
shows the total population has

witnessed a decadal increase of
17.7 per cent to touch 1.21
billion. But this Census data
will not have an effect on the
demarcation of parliamentary
constituencies because as per
the 2002 amendment to
Constitution there will be no
delimitation till the first census
after 2026.

The highest SC population,
31.9 per cent of the state’s
total number, is in Punjab.
Lakshadweep has the highest
proportion of STs at 94.8 per
cent.

Besides the SC/ST figures,
the Census data pegs the work
participation rate at 39.8 per

cent. More than 60 per cent of
the population does not
participate in any economic
activity. The figures may seem
alarming but then students and
homemakers have been
categorised as ‘non-workers’,
along with dependents,
pensioners and beggars.

At 51.9 per cent, Himachal
Pradesh has the highest work
participation rate and Delhi, at
33.3 per cent, is among the
states with lowest rates.
Cultivators and agricultural
labourers (54.6 per cent) form
over half the working

population.
( Courtesy :
Indian Express)
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Delhi Income Tax Office Celebrute
Dr. Ambedkar Juyunh

The All India Income Tax
SC/ST Employees Welfare
Associations’ Federation
celebrated Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
122nd Birth Anniversary with
great pomp and show on 2nd
May, 2013, at Pratyaksh Kar
Bhawan, Civic Centre, New
Delhi. After several years, birth
anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar
was organized on a grand scale
under the chairmanship of the
National President of the
Federation, Ms Preeta Harit.
Perhaps it is for the first time
that a person of the rank of
Minister of State for Finance,
Shri Namo Narain Meena has
graced the occasion of Dr.
Ambedkar’s birth anniversary
celebrations in the Income Tax
Department. Eminent guests
including Shri P.L. Punia,
Chairman, National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes, Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal, MP, Kunwar Rewati
Raman Singh, MP and Shri
Kamal Kishor, MP urged the
audience to follow the ideology
and policies of Dr. Ambedkar.
Dr. Udit Raj, National
Chairman of the All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations, who was and
still actively involved with this
organization, also participated
in the celebrations. State
Minister of Govt. of NCT of
Delhi, Shri Ramakant
Goswami, and Shri Harnam,
Chairman of Safai Karamchari
Commission of the Govt of
NCT of Delhi, were also present
as guests.

While addressing hundreds
of employees and officers of the
Income Tax Department,
Minister of State for Finance,
Shri Namo Narain Meena said
that we should be bold enough
as struggle is one of the
powerful tools by which we can
fight for our rights and live with
dignity and respect. It is our
duty that we should guide those
people who are neither aware of
their rights nor are the aware of
their right to equality. Shri
Meena said that his doors are
always open and they can call
on him at any time and all out
efforts will be made to resolve
their problems . He further said

that Ms Preeta Harit is always
welcome to see me with the
problems of the Income Tax
employees.

Dr. Udit Raj said that when
in 1996, some of the employees
and officers of the Income Tax
Department like Ramesh
Chandra, Nain Singh, Ram Pal,
Moti Lal Meghwal, P.D.
Sablania etc. met him and
persuaded him to lead All India
Income Tax SC/ST Employees
Welfare Associations’
Federation, 1 was a little
surprised. At that time, there
was no tradition of celebrating
birth anniversary of Dr.
Ambedkar nor there was any
great enthusiasm for resolving
the problems of SC/ST
employees. Of course, this
organization had been duly
registered but the organization
became powerful under his
leadership and soon its impact
became evident in the Income
Tax Department. At that time,
most of the SC/ST employees
and officers of the Income Tax
Department were either posted
in T.D.S. or in the Salary Wing
which is considered a routine
job and thus there was
discrimination even in the
distribution of work. Upper
caste people were posted on
important seats but because of
the continuous struggle of the
Federation a new policy of
transfers and postings was made
and all were given equal
opportunity for working on
assessment and non-assessment
jobs. Dr. Udit Raj said that
SC/ST employees of the Income
Tax Department do not extend
the requisite support to take
forward the mission of Baba
Saheb but things are improving
gradually. Employees and
officers of the Income Tax
Department should not forget
that they have got jobs in the
department because of their
caste certificates and they
cannot turn themselves away
from the cause of serving the
community. Why don’t the
people who oppose reservation,
oppose reservation which
creates discrimination against
Dalits. The upper caste people
oppose reservation in jobs and

politics but do not oppose
the centuries old |
reservation of jobs like
night-soil carrying, pigs
rearing, washing of |
clothes, leather-related
jobs. Those Manuvadis
who are opposing
reservation in jobs and
politics should first
oppose centuries old
caste-related reservation
and should themselves
undertake to carry out
such jobs for at least one

century.
Shri P.L. Punia,
Chairman, National
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Commission for
Scheduled Castes said that
caste-based
discrimination is still
prevalent. He also expressed his
regret that the so-called
Socialists are opposing
reservation in promotions. He
said that the Government was
doing its best to bring a Bill for
reservation in promotions which
will greatly benefit Dalits and
Adivasis and we shall not make
any compromise on this issue.
Shri Punia said that if the upper
caste people do not give due
respect and honour to Dr.
Ambedkar, Dalits and Adivasis
will pay them in the same coin
by ignoring their great people.
There is still time for the upper
caste people to mend their ways
on this issue otherwise there
will be strong reaction from the
SC/ST people resulting in
distribution of even great
people on caste lines.

Ms Preeta Harit said that
after about fifteen years, she has
got an opportunity to work as
Income Tax Commissioner in
Delhi. Right from her
childhood, she had a dream to
serve the society. Her source of
inspiration was her father who
was posted as a senior officer in
Delhi Government. After
finding that the All India Income
Tax SC/ST Employees Welfare
Associations’ Federation was
inactive, she tried to infuse a
new lease of life in the
Federation in the month of
January this year. On the 23rd of
February, 2013, employees and
officers of 10 States gathered in

Delhi decided to take the
Federation to the heights where
Dr. Udit Raj had left it. She was
elected National President of the
Federation unanimously. Shri
Arvind Ramtake was elected
National General Secretary and
Shri Ramesh Chandra was
elected Treasurer. Ms Preeta
Harit said that Government jobs
were shrinking fast and the
employees and officers of the
Income Tax Department should
strengthen the hands of All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations to enable them to
press strongly for reservation in
promotions and private sector.
To bring up families and enjoy
life should not be the only goals
oflife. Even animals fulfill these
goals. We are capable in every
way and it is our bounden duty to
help the people of the society to
which we belong. It is not
enough to live life merely for the
sake of it, but we should
dedicate our lives for uplifting
the downtrodden people and live
ourselves with respect and
dignity. It is surprising that
people holding high and senior
positions do not think about their
deprived and depressed
brethren. They should just
introspect and try to find out as
to what should be the goal of life.
She expressed her gratitude to
the hundreds of people present
on the occasion and expressed
the hope that they will

(Distinguished participants on the dais (Lt r) : Dr. Udit raj, Kamal Kishore,MP,
Namo Narain Meena, Minister of State for Finance, P.L.Punia,Chairman, NCSC,.
Arjun Ram Meghwal, MP, Jayant Mishra, VC, IRS Assoc., Preeta Harit, President.

strengthen her hands so that this
caravan may be taken to great
heights. She said emphatically
that she wants to do a lot many
things for the employees and
officers of the Income Tax
Department. She also thanked
Shri Jayant Mishra, National
Vice President of I.R.S.
Officers Association who had
assured on behalf of the
Association that they will
celebratre Dr. Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary which has
happened for the first time in the
country. When IRS Officers
Association will celebrate Dr.
Ambedkar’s birth anniversary,
other organizations like IAS
officers association, IPS
officers association and other
bodies will also be forced to do
so. Like this, Dr. Ambedkar will
be honoured not only by Dalits
but people from all walks of life
in the country.

Shri Rajesh Kumar, Deputy
Commissioner, Income Tax,
thanked all the participants.
Kissan Kumar, Rao, Vinod
Kumar, General Secretary of All
India Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations Munshi Ram,
Hriday Lal, Jitender Sonkar etc.
extended full cooperation in
making the programme a great
success. Shri N.P. Singh and Shri
Sanjeev Bimbsaria of Ghaziabad
and some colleagues of Sunita
Duggal from Faridabad and
Gurgaon also participated in the
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