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Dalit Populatlon irowing Faster

1,210, 728 932 [I 21 BILI.II]II]

TOTAL POPULATION OF INDIA
Population of India grew by 17.7% during
2001-2011, against 21.5 % in the previous
decade (1991-2001).

Population of SCs : 2011

2011 2012 Variation (%)
Persons 166.6 201.4 +20.8
Males 86.1 103.5 +20.3
Females 80.5 97.9 +21.5

States/UTs Ranked by
proportion of SCs-2011 |

Top 5 States/UTs

States/ UTs

Punjab 31.9
Himachal Pradesh 25.2
West Bengal 23.5
Uttar Pradesh 20.7
Haryana 20.2

Bottom 5 States/UTs

Mizoram 0.1
Meghalaya 0.6
Goa 1.7
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1.8
Daman & Diu 2.5

In Percentage

e

ity

“g3a3idil

L

!
Hh

.\“-.:‘ N!.

 +

16.6%

31%

1,241
There are
individual

Nearly Half of the country’s dalit population lives in Four States
Uttar Pradesh- 20.5 %, Bihar - 8.2 %, West Bengal -

0%

Nagaland, Lakshwadeep and Andaman and Nicobar islands : 0% SCs

10.7 %, Tamilnadu -

7.2 %

Dalit population showed a decadal
growth of 20.8 % (higher than
India’s 17.7%). Dalits from around
16.6% of India’s population.

Scheduled Castes (SCs) are
notified in 31 states/UTs of India

ethnic groups,
notified as Scheduled Castes in
different States/UTs.

Note-There has been some changes
in the list of SCs/STs in States/UTs
during the last decade.

Courtesy- Forward Press

altogether 1,241

etc.
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| am Gondemned for §

I Dr. Udit Raj I

It is not the upper caste
people but people from
dalit community who have
branded and defamed me as
an agent of BJP and
Congress. This news is not
only taking rounds as a
rumour in different parts of
the country but a large
number of people have
believed also. I have now
started realizing that it is not
always the truth which
wins.  Normally, a man
becomes an agent for two
reasons, one for money and
the other is for power. As far
as money is concerned, |
kicked the job of Additional
Commissioner of Income
Tax for the welfare and
development of the
deprived and downtrodden
people of the country. If I
wanted to make money,

there would have been
nothing better than the job
of the Additional
Commissioner of Income
Tax rather than to go and
beg from parties like BJP or
Congress.  As regards
power, had any of these two
parties given me some
important post, everybody
would have known about it.
This has not only damaged
me but also to the society .
Had I entered the
Parliament, then our
community would not have
regretted the fact that there
isno effective speaker in the
Parliament who can
espouse their cause and
raise burning issues like
reservation in promotions,
permission for FDI
investment in retail trade,
Delhi University 4-year
undergraduate course, etc.
Introduction of Delhi

University 4-year Hons
Degree Course is a
conspiracy to deprive Dalit,
Adivasi and OBC students
of the opportunity of higher
education. Even by
remaining outside the
Parliament, I am  more
effective than ten MPs to
raise demands and voice as
far as Dalit/Adivasi/OBC/
weaker section issues are
concerned. If I had been a
Member of the Parliament, I
would have carried more
weight than the present total
strength of 131 SC/ST/OBC
Members of Parliament. In
every nook and corner of the
country, people are saying
that 1 am diluting the
strength of Mayawati Ji.
Does it imply that there
should be only one Dalit
leader in the country.
Nobody knows for how

many years one shall live.
One can die any moment
and in such an event, should
there be only one Dalit
leader in the country?
Unfortunately, if something
happens to such a single
Dalit leader, then Dalits
shall remain without a
leader.  People very well
know it that after the
demise of Baba Saheb,
Dalit community remained
without a leader for several
years. Baseless and
illogical allegations are
made against me  for
having formed a political
party. It is also known to
everybody that the
population of upper caste
people is much less than the
population of SC/ST/OBC
people. Despite this, the
upper caste people are
having several parties and

peaking the Truth- Uit Ra

leaders. Then, there is no
reason why Dalits cannot
have more than one leader
and one party. [ am ready
to meet Mayawati on the
issue of reservation in
promotions but is there any
leader in BSP who can
arrange this meeting or
shall I take it that when I
personally contact her, she
will react positively on the
issue? In these
circumstances, supporters
of Mayawati, who are
never tired of blaming me
for pulling her down, as to
how I am damaging her
stature. Anybody who is
bold enough on this issue
should openly come
forward and give areply or
make some useful
suggestion. In the interest
of society, [ am ready to do
anything.
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All India Confederation of SC/ST Orgainsations has been raising the voices of weaker section in Human Right Council ,
Geneva for last 3 years and this time it is Dr. Kaushal Panwar, Associate profeesor in Delhi University who was sent to represent.

Untouchabiltiy is the most
obnoxious forms of
discrimination which is still
widely prevalent in India and
has the sanction of Hindu
religion. Hinduism ordains
that all human beings are not
born equal as Brahmins are
born from the mouth of God,
Kshatriyas from God”s arms,
Vaishyas (business
community) from God’s belly
and the bottom are
untouchables who are born
from God’s feet. This has led
to caste-based discrimination
against Dalits, inhuman living
and working conditions,
impoverishment, mal-
nourishment, high levels of
illiteracy and continuing
social ostracism and non-
entry into temples. The
situation regarding social
discrimination is so desperate
that even a highly placed
public figure holding a
constitutional post was denied
entry into the Jagannath Puri
temple recently. The situation
in rural India for untouchables
is much worse as they are
deprived of social activities
like sharing of water, food and
drinks.  They are publicly
dehumanized for very petty
crimes . Most of untouchables
continue to live in extreme
poverty. A single hour or day
does not pass when they are

not killed, burnt, raped and
their houses, properties and
land are not destroyed or
usurped. Most of the
untouchables continue to live
in extreme poverty, without
land and they lack for better
employment and education.
The situation is so bad that on
an average, two Dalits are
assaulted every hour, three
Dalit women are raped, two
Dalits are murdered and at
least two Dalits are tortured or
burned every day. Two dalits
were burnt alive in Mirchpur
,Haryana state and a large
number of Dalit families ran
away from their homes and
hearths in shock and fear. In
another horrendous incident in
Jhajjar district of Haryana,
India, five untouchables
(Dalits) were lynched by a
large mob of upper caste
Hindus because they had
allegedly  skinned a cow
which is considered holy by
the Hindus. In yet another
incident, a four-month
pregnant Dalit woman from a
district in the State of Tamil
Nadu in India, was beaten by
upper caste Hindus from the
same village. She was
stripped naked and paraded in
front of villagers and her
family members. Later,
police beat her in jail which
resulted in her miscarriage.
As regards atrocities against

Dalits, out of 10 cases of
atrocities against Dalits, only
one is prosecuted. It is
because of the mind-set of the
judiciary which is still
controlled mostly by the
upper-caste judges. A dog of
upper caste fed by dalit
woman in Muraina, MP
became impure and was
thrown out of home and she
was penalized.

There is rampant
discrimination in Government
in the matter of recruitment
and promotions. Over-all the
condition of untouchables
(Dalits) is so bad that the
upper caste Hindus whose
population is not more than
15% control 85% of the
wealth, power, judiciary, and
100% of the newly emerged
sectors like Information
Technology, Construction,
Telecommunication ,Service
Sector, Capital/Share Market.
In the matter of education,
dalit women are far behind as
compared to the women of
other castes and there has been
little progress in decreasing
the education gap between
Dalit females and the females
from upper castes.

Whatever progress dalits
made up to now, getting
reversed on account of
globalization and
privatization. World

community is also
kept in dark that
these all are due to
spirituality , in
other word, this is
the way of life and
outsiders have no
business to
interfere . Though
the dalit issue is
getting globalized
but pace is very
slow and we urge
the UN Human
Right Council to
pay more
attention to this.

Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-

Sometimes, it might
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New Education Policy to Deprive
SG/ST/0BC from Higher Education

I Dr. Udit Raj I

Experiment is welcome
but it should not be for worse.
Delhi University is hell bent
upon introducing a four-year
undergraduate programme
(FYUP), a departure from
national education policy of
10+2+3. Education Policy is
to be decided through
participatory deliberations by
legislature and the
government and the UGC is
standardization body. A
university cannot initiate the
move to change the policy and
if all 600 universities start
making their policies, there

SC/ST/OBC communities,
and that is why the Joint
Action Front for Democratic
E d ucation
(SC/ST/OBC/LEFT) came
into existence in May to
oppose FYUP. Various
representations and
delegations to different
authorities like the Minster for
Human Resource
Development, the Prime
Minister, and the President,
and yet there is no

reconsideration. What forces
are behind this move? One can
speculate, and obviously the
ground is being made ready
for privatization of higher

will be utter chaos and dire
consequences. If the Vice
Chancellor is bubbling with
energy to do something then
the priorities should be to
implement reservation in
teaching, to carry forward the
unfinished task of his
predecessor to improve the
quality of the affiliated
colleges and other institutions,
to balance the teacher and
student ratio, and to create
other infrastructure and hostel
facilities.

All opposition is being
brushed aside terming it a left
move. In fact, now more
concerns have been raised by

education. The most affected
will be SC, ST and OBCs, not
only because of increased
financial burden, but also on
many counts like course
contents, internal assessment
and background. Instead of
increasing the duration of the
programme, attempts should
be made to enrich the course
contents. Private colleges and
universities have more
elasticity to adopt FYUP, and
that will escalate the
privatization and these
communities will be the worst
affected. Higher education in
India is associated with a
myriad of values like higher

social status, high income,
better job and more access to
different ways and means.
This is not the case in the US.
The FYUP will not only
precipitate more dropouts, but
it will also make Higher
education inaccessible to these
communities.

Majority of the people now
are questioning the wisdom of
the vice chancellor who has
demanded FYUP. The manner
in which the university is
hastening to implement it
without debate, smells of
something. This is the
structural change in the
education policy which needs

to be debated at National level
in consultation with all the
stakeholders, which would
then have to be adopted by the
MHRD. It is the height of
audacity on the part of VC,
who is now questioning those
who are raising genuine issue.
Offence is the best policy to
protect one’s act and that is
why the VC has slammed
those who have questioned his
power to change the education
policy. At no point, there is
assurance to execute it
successfully and for that it
needs proper preparation. The
Academic Council is being
used as a rubber stamp and all

kinds of ways and means
have been adopted to silence
the sane voices. However,
May 12 rebutted the claim of
support, when Delhi
Teachers General Body
meeting unanimously

rejected FYUP.
There are a number of
contradictions: how the

i holders of three years degree

from other universities will
get admission in DU and
how the holders of four-year

| degree from DU will pursue

in other
the

further studies
| Indian universities;

.| course contents of other

universities will be different
and how that will be
reconciled; will it not create
discrimination in getting the
jobs; will it not be difficult
for rural and Indian
languages background
students to study compulsorily
Maths, Science and English;
will it not encourage
inequality in the same degree
with the multiple exit points,
ie., diploma at two years,
bachelor at three and honours
degree after four years.

The students will have to
study 42 papers — 11
foundation courses, 20 papers
in their first discipline, 6
papers in the second
discipline, and four in applied
and this will dilute the
knowledge and understanding
of subjects and thus creation of
boogey of students who will be
master of none and jack of all.

The VC is crying hoarse that
FYUP has potentiality of
employability and it is yet to
be tested. The students of this
programme will have better
prospects of employment. But
how can it be believed? There
have been similar initiatives in
the past when an atmosphere
was created that the country
should go for technical and
professional education, and as
a result millions of engineers
and management degree
holders were produced but
what happened eventually?
Hundreds of private
professional institutions were
opened in places like Andhra
Pradesh and elsewhere, and
and it saying over there- one
cannot afford not to become
an engineer . Most of them are
unemployed and are ready to
work with meager salary and
product of FYUP will
eventually land up in same
state.

There is also a conspiracy
to halt India to become biggest
knowledge society and the
FYUP is one of the
mechanisms to fulfill the
design of West and US. Our
apprehension is that FYUP
will influence higher
education policy in the
country, which will have
adverse an effect on the
interest of the SC/ST/OBCs,
who are just entering the field
ofhigher education.

Rest of Page 8 ...

Highhandedness of Delhi Police against peaceful protestors of Joint Action Front for Democratic Education

course. Itis also not clear as to how the Honors students of the 4-year degree course from Delhi University will seek admission in other Universities and vice versa.

We demand that a Committee of Eminent Persons is constituted for this purpose and after an in-depth study of the the matter, the four-year course may be
introduced, if it is deemed fit. The best course would be to hold a discussion across the country on this issue and then the Ministry of Human Resource Development
may formulate and introduce a policy on this matter, if it is considered necessary. Why is the Government not probing the fact as to why the Delhi University
Chancellor is hell bent to introduce the four-year course in such a big haste? Is there any hidden agenda? Yes?
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A large number of people
gathered at India Gate on
03.06.2013 to carry out
torchlight protest against the
implementation of four years
undergraduate  programme
(FYUP) in Delhi University.
The Joint Action Front for
Democratic
Education(SC/ST/OBC/Left)
was constituted to fight it out .
JAFDE is represented by Dr.
Udit Raj (Convener), Dr.
Hany Babu (ASJ), Dr. Vijaya
Venkataraman (DTF), Dr. S.
K. Sagar (FOCUS), Dr. Kedar
Kumar Mandal (AFSJ), Dr.
Nandini Dutta (CTF), Dr.
Hansraj Suman (FASJ), Dr.
Kaushal Panwar, Dr.
Sukumar, G. N. Saibaba, P.
Abdul Nazar (CFI), Vinay
Bhushan (AIBSF), Anoop
Patel (SUI), Lenin Vinober
(SSJ.Participants were
forcibly dragged and taken to
the Parliament Street police
station. The police snatched
the placards, manhandled
women, disabled persons on
wheel chairs and children. The
protestors were not even
allowed to hold a torchlight
protest. Join Action Front
condemns this brutal attack on
peaceful protestors against

anti-people and anti-poor
policies of the government.
The Front demands the roll
back of FYUP immediately.
The Joint Action Front for
Democratic Education is
planning a series of agitations
as the government is refusing
to intervene and stop the
implementation of FYUP.
More and more intellectuals
and organizations of
SC/ST/OBC are joining the
protests. Government has to
realize that FYUP is not an
internal matter of Delhi
University as it is going to
affect thousands of students.
The MHRD cannot ignore the
voice of the masses and refuse
to take any action. In spite of
our demonstration on May
19th at 10 Janpath, New Delhi
(Smt. Sonia Gandhi’s
residence) our grievances
were not addressed by the
Government. We were forced
to demonstrate as the Prime
Minister, HRD Minister, or
UGC did not take any steps.
The Prime Minister showed
the concern for the hurry to
implement four year
undergraduate programme,
but that again has not stopped
the move of VC. There are

about 700 Universities
in the country and it is
only Delhi University
which is bent upon
introducing 4-year
degree course based
on the American
pattern of education. If
at all, education policy
of the country needs to
be changed, the
initiative for the same
should come from
Government of India
and not the VC of a
particular University.
Policy formulation is |
not the job of a VC. It
is highly misleading
and baseless on the
part of the Delhi
University VC to say that it
falls within the autonomy of
University. In fact, the VC has
flagrantly encroached upon
the domain of the Government
to frame policies. If the 4-year
degree course is introduced in
Delhi University, it will have
an additional financial burden
on the students. Students from
Dalit, Adivasi and Backward
categories, poor students from
rural and urban areas and
students passing out with
regional languages as their

medium of instruction, will be
hit by this course to the
maximum. It is very likely that
some students may not seek
admission to this course out of
a sense of fear and even when
they muster the courage to join
such a course they may end up
dropping it mid-session.
Currently dropout rate in
higher education of SC/ST is
30% and with this, it may scale
up to 50%. This encourages the
inequality in the same degree,
i.e., Diploma, Bachelor and
Honors which will create a
sense of inferiority complex
among the students. Teachers
were not given an opportunity
to go through the proposed
syllabi before giving their
suggestions and during the
meeting, they were forced to
give their suggestions on 11
Foundation Courses, 18
subjects of Discipline I, six
subjects of Discipline 2 and
four applied subjects which
was next to impossible in such
a short span of time. If these
communities are stopped at
lower level, they will be
further marginalized and
unlike USA, here higher
education degree is more
connected with dignity,
income, status and

participation. Members of
Academic Council and the
Executive Council of Delhi
University were offered so
many incentives and
pressurized to pass the
resolution on the 4-year
degree course but the truth
came to the surface when a
large number of teachers from
Delhi University passed a
resolution against the 4-year
course at their general body
meeting on 12.5.2013. In the
Foundation Course, 35 marks
will be allocated for
continuous projects, in
Discipline I, 25 marks will be
allocated for internal
assessment, in Discipline I,
25 marks will be allocated for
internal assessment and it is
precisely this methodology
also that will be used for
discrimination against the
SC/ST/OBC students. It is
because of this pattern of
evaluation that the
SC/ST/OBC of Engineering
and Medical students are
made to fail in the
examinations resulting in
suicides and what not. The
same situation will prevail for
SC/ST/OBC students in the
proposed 4-year degree
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