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Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/ -
One year : Rs. 150/~

Sometimes, it might
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No one is born hating another person because of the

color of his skin, or his background, or his religion. People
must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they
can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to
the human heart than its opposite.

- Nelson Mandela
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More in common with Ambedkar, than with Gandh

Vidya Bhushan Rawat

Nelson Mandela is no
more. In the early hours of 6
December, just as Indians
were readying to remember
their founding father Dr
Ambedkar, came news of the
demise of Mandela, the
father of post-apartheid
South Africa. The world over
there is grief, yet Africans are
celebrating his life. The
Western powers are
canonizing Nelson Mandela
today despite their track
record of violation of human
rights in Africa and
elsewhere.

A common point of the
tributes is that Mandela was
great because he did not
believe in 'retribution’. He
was for "reconciliation’ and is
father of a 'united' South
Africa. Indians lost no time in
describing Mandela as their
friend. The president, prime
minister and all were in
unison saying it out loud that
Mandela had learnt so much
from Gandhi.

The Indian hypocrisy is
much greater than the
West's. Though Jawaharlal
Nehru was clear in his
condemnation of South
Africa's apartheid regime, it
would be highly unjust to say
that we did enough to
eliminate that regime in
Africa. To hide our own
hidden apartheid, we can
speak volumes on Africa but
not allow our own people into
the power structure. The
hatred that exists in
Indiatoday is clearly reflected
even in the tribute to
Mandela.

Leader after leader said
Mandela was influenced by
Gandhian values. One does
not know what Gandhi did for
the toiling masses of Africa.
Even when Gandhi was in
Africa, his struggle was not
really for the blacks but for
the Indian community there,
which was mostly Gujarati
businessmen, who remain
dominant in large parts of
Africa and are no less racist

and casteist than their white
counterparts.

Secondly, India is home
to a system that is much
bigger and more
discriminatory than South
Africa's. More than 160
million people in India suffer
from a hidden apartheid that
has 'divine sanction' and the
constitutional framework has
not been able to protect
those rights which are
violated every day. Yes,
Mandela came to India in
1990, the most turbulent
year in the history of
independent India, a year in
which some of the most
marginalised got the right to
participate in governance,
with the longstanding
demand of reservation for
the OBCs fulfilled. It was the
year when the government
gave the highest honour of
the land, the Bharat Ratna, to
the father of the Indian
Constitution. It was along
with Baba Saheb Ambedkar
that Nelson Mandela was

also awarded the Bharat
Ratna by the V. P. Singh
government. These two
icons stand out in the list of
Bharat Ratnas, which have
always been used by the
power elite to promote their
own people. It was for the
first time we had felt that the
Bharat Ratna had gone to the
right people.

Yet none of our
commentators, even on 6
December, Ambedkar's
death anniversary, spoke of
Mandela's similarities with
Ambedkar, who fought
single-handedly for the rights
of Dalits who even today
suffer prejudices and
discrimination. The prime
minister mentioned Gandhi
since it is a ritual for every
Indian leader to
acknowledge Gandhi and
Nehru as a part of the power
structure. There are awards
and ceremonies in their
names. If Mandela had time
to read Ambedkar, I am sure
he would have appreciated

his struggle. If the black
population in South Africa
still suffers and Dalits in India
are still asking for basic
human dignity, then what is
the meaning of the so-called
'transfer of power' and
'inclusive democracy? The
fact is that the power elite
have manipulated 'inclusive’'
democracy very well to
validate their 'exclusive'
rights over our natural
resources, our finances and
our power structure.

Now that Mandela is no
more, it is essential that we
do not deify him. Let there be
a critical analysis of his
legacy so that the liberation
movement that he launched
is not glossed over by just

forgiveness and
forgetfulness.
(Courtesy: Forward

Press, January,2014)
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At present, atmosphere
against corruption is at its
peak all over the country.
Anna Hazare and Aam Admi
Party have become symbols
of this movement.The
youth of the country is
particularly excited about it
and is quite optimistic that
his days are coming and no
longer corruption will exist.
The main force behind this
dream is Media. Whenever
there is a wave for a
particular movement, then
at that time the other side
of the issue is rarely given
any importance. In this
article, an attempt is being
made to put across the
other side of the facade.
Decidedly, corruption is a
big problem. At present,
economic corruption has
become the main issue
where in our society, social
and religious corruption is
equally rampant.

The Parliament has
passed the Lokpal Bill and
anti graft law has been
imposed on demand side
and there is nothing to stop
supply, i.e., bribe taker is
punished and giver enjoys
freedom. The protagonists
of this movement have
turned ire against
politicians and Govt
employees and are skeptic
about sources of graft like
corporate house, media
and NGO and such others.
Now in the eyes of the
public, it is only the
bureaucrats and the
political leaders who are
corrupt as if the corporate
houses, judges, mediators,
brokers, lawyers, NGOs and
the Media do not indulge in
corruption.

Dalits, Adivasis and
Backwards also support of
this campaign out of
ignorance. Aam Admi Party
has got 29% dalit votes in
Delhi Assembly elections.
There may hardly be any
Dalit or Adivasi who is a big

road or building contractor,
liquour contractor, coal
mines trader, income tax ,
sales tax or excise duty
payer. No Dalit or Adivasi
owns a telecom Co or is a
builder or a contractor.
There is no question of any
Dalit or Adivasi running
private educational
institutions, five star hotels,
corporate houses, Media
houses, big NGOs, shares
and equaity, Hundi and
Hawala trades or export-
import house. Itis only the
big industrial and business
houses who bribe the
political leaders and
bureaucrats for making
policies to suit their
requirements and some
time pressurize enough
that honest one can't stand
. It is again these people
who indulge in power theft
and tax evasions. In this
background, how far it is
relevant for Dalits and
Adivasis to support this
brand of movement against
corruption? It can be
argued that corrupt
politicians and bureaucrats
could be from Dalit/Adivasi
category also but it is not so
because the plum posts and
departments which have
scope for corruption , are
not given to them. In
recently constituted Delhi
Govt , Dalit ministers were
given Social Welfare,
Women and Child , SC/ST
and Employment  while
Ministers belonging to the
upper castes grabbed the
departments like Transport,
PWD, Home, Finance,
Planning, Power, Education,
Revenue, Food and Supply,
Environment, Tourism,
Administration, Health,
Industry etc. More or less,
this is the pattern for
allocation of departments
and posts to the SC/ST
bureaucrats’ and politicians
al over the country. Barring
a few exceptions, the role of
Dalits and Adivasis in
corruption is very limited.
At the same time, it is quite

likely that when they get a
chance to indulge in
corruption, they will do so in
all probability but because
of their lack of decades of
experience in this area and
their capacity, they will not
be able to do some big deals
and even when they do so,
there will be more hue and
cry and in the process they
will get caught.

Does this mean that
they should not participate
in the campaign against
corruption? Of course, they
should participate because
the campaign against
corruption is directly related
to high prices, development
and nationalism, but their
own development is
possible through other
movements like
participation in governance
and reservation in private
sector etc. People who do
not have any share in land,
business, industry, Media,
share market and other
financial activities,
contracts, coal and mines,
etc. cannot become
financially strong and join
the mainstream and hence
least affected from
corruption. An anti-
corruption movement can
hardly play a significant role
for their participation in
governance and dignity.
Most of corruption matters
concerning Dalits/Adivasis
relate to small matters like
issue of ration card, date of
birth certificate, caste
certificate. Due to the
upsurge of the anti-
corruption movement
across the country, the
issues of social justice and
participation in governance
have become subservient .
Because of the rise of the
Aam Admi Party, the Lokpal
Bill was passed in the
Parliament quickly and now
so many other related bills
are likely to be placed
before the next Parliament
session in February. The All
India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations held a
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rally on 16.12.2013 at
Jantar Mantar, New Delhi
and urged the Parliament to
pass bills for reservation in
promotions and
Reservation Act. It could
not happen at that time but
was hoped that it would be
done in February which
now seems quite unlikely
because of the stormy anti-
corruption movement. At
present, neither there is any
discussion on the issue of
filling up of backlog
vacancies nor on the issues
of reservation in the private
sector, abolition of the
contract system for Safai
Karamcharis and
regularization of the
services of contract
employees. Atrocities and
crimes against
Dalits/Adivasis are on the
increase but these issues
have also taken a back
stage. Other issues like
reservation in higher
judiciary, participation in
industries and Media, land
to the landless etc. have
also been put in the cold
storage.

Many people think that
corruption affects most the
Sc/ST, but it is not so. These
sections of the society are
affected maximum by the
evils of social discrimination
and lack of participation in
different activities of the

society.  This movement
has also adversely affected
the business activities and
the business men are
making cautious moves.
The bureaucrats have also
slowed down the process of
decision-making for the
fear of being implicated in
corruption cases. Joseph
Stieglitz, renowned
economist in the world, also
said that the corruption
does not necessarily affect
the development.This will
definitely have an adverse
impact on foreign direct
investments because the
big powers are interested in
destabilizing our economy
and the process of
development. In this
current movement against
corruption, international
organizations like Ford
Foundation, Hivos, Panos,
Dutch Embassy etc. have
funded heavily to weaken
the Govt and strengthen
the private sector and
guard their country
interest. This movement is
caste biased because in
their view, corruption is
confined to politicians and
government departments
where Dalits and
Backwards have presence
and not in those institutions
which are wholly controlled
by the upper castes.
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