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Caste is Even Above Religion and Education

to gain anything is not opposed?

Some people, of course, take the caste system as the bane of the society but do not take any
steps to remove it and some people not consciously but unconsciously suffer from this mindset.
Maybe, one set of people because of their modern educational background think that they have
risen above the caste mind-set but it is only half-truth. Hundreds and thousands of upper caste
girls fall in love with boys from the minority community and ultimately marry them but they are
neither ostracized nor killed but when the upper caste girls make love or marriage with Dalits and
backwards, then their society does not tolerate it. In the film industry, inter-religious marriages
are a commonplace happening. Modern boys and girls from the upper caste who were earlier
getting reservation in certain areas because of their caste tag, look down upon the SC/ST people
who are getting the benefits on account of reservation in jobs etc. Secondly, from the very
childhood, girls and boys listen from their parents or people of upper caste about the people
belonging to SC/ST/OBC category who are considered dirty and become officers even though
they are less qualified because of which efficiency is adversely affected in other areas. For this
reason, they are considered low and inefficient. It is only when the shackles of the caste system
are broken that we can rise above the caste feelings and everybody stand to gain otherwise it is
impossible to bring any material change.

- glo 3lea era, ¥reeter srearar

Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter. Sometimes, it might
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-




Voice ot Buddha

1 to 15 July, 2013

Caste is Even Above Religion and Education

I Dr. Udit Raj I

When I heard about the
All India Jat Maha Sabha
Sammelan on 5.7.2013 at
Talkatora Stadium, New
Delhi, I was a little surprised to
know that the Jats of Punjab
and Haryana who have been a
ruling class for a long time are
feeling deprived. The bigger
surprise was when I came to
know that a foreign-educated
Capt. Amarender Singh, who
had adopted Sikhism after
quitting Hinduism, is the
President of the All India Jat
Maha Sabha. The wurban
educated elite who think that
caste is an out-dated concept
may have to change their
opinion after reading this
report. Capt. Amarender Singh
has been Chief Minister of
Punjab and belongs to a royal
family. Despite the fact that he
is highly educated and his
forefathers having converted
to Sikhism, he is not able to
come out of the caste grove.
Under these circumstances, if
anybody presumes that the
shackles of the caste system
are breaking, he is only day-
dreaming. Gradually when
awareness increases among
people, they start realizing the
importance of their self-
respect and their rights and
that is participation in
governance all about. Thus,
people of many castes who are
deprived and are ignorant
about their rights are coming
forward and asking for their
rights which looks like
casteism.  Had casteism not
been the bane of our society,
the most powerful country of
the world would have been

India and not America
because of its better climate,
intellect and population as
compared to other countries.

No institution or
organization gives greater
benefit than a caste one. It is
for this reason that nobody
wants to get rid of his caste tag.
As soon as a person is born, he
is insured and the surprising
thing is that no premium is
required to be paid for this
insurance and immediately
you start getting social,
intellectual and economic
benefits. No other institution
can give more benefits than a
caste association. Even the
political gains pale into
insignificance as compared to
the caste gains. It is because
of'the caste factor that a family
is given a high status which
gives them guarantee for
marriage, children and sex. At
the time of death or birth, it is
the caste which matters must.
Caste vote bank is more
important for a political
victory than any other factor.
Social and emotional security
is guaranteed. Solongas there
is the caste factor, the benefits
will be immense. When the
shackles of the caste system
are broken, these gains will
automatically end and it is
only then we shall be able to
rise above caste factor.

People who are never tired
of bragging about patriotism
should do some introspection
and find out as to what is their
knowledge about the society
at the ground level. Even
though they may be quite
sincere about their thoughts of
patriotism, but in reality they

cannot realize their goals. In
the big cities, people who have
got higher education through
English medium,are quite
often heard of saying that caste
system is a product of the by-
gone ages, but if they do some
honest introspection, it will be
found that the reality is
different. These people mostly
call those leaders as casteist,
who won the elections on the
basis of caste. People who are
firmly established by taking
advantage of the caste system
over the the centuries, do not
require the help of caste
system any more.If they
openly take advantage of they
caste system, they will stand to
lose as they are in minority. |
have quite often asked these
people who claim that they do
not believe in casteism
whether their parents, brothers
and sisters and other close
relatives married outside their
caste-fold.They simply
replied in the negative and
sometimes they felt offended.
By quoting some exceptions
of the inter-caste marriages,
they only prove my point. If
they are further asked whether
they go through the
matrimonial columns of
English newspapers where
most of the matrimonial
advertisements are agiven by
the uppter caste educated
people. Barring exceptions,
matrimonial proposals  are
invited by the advertiser from
people of their own caste.
The so-called urban
intellectual class need to
change their mind-set on this
score and it is only then that
the cause of nationalism can be
taken forward.Unless we

diagnose the disease, we
cannot cure it.

When Anna Hazare's fast
against corruption, in August
2011 was at its zenith, we had
expressed the view that
economic corruption is a
byproduct of social, religious
and cultural factors. When
people do not hesitate to bribe
God, then why should they not
indulge in bribery among
themselves. At the time of
visiting temples or during
various types of Pujas, people
make some offerings like
coconut, fruit, sweets, clothes
and incense sticks and in turn
expect blessings of God. At
certain places, things like
chicken, mutton, opium and
whisky are also offered. The
rich people offer silver, gold
and diamonds. Under these
circumstances, it is not
possible to remove corruption
voluntarily or through some
coercive means. [ tried to
convince Anna Hazare in 2012
on this issue. During one of
my meetings with him, I told
him that according to a survey
of the Transparency
International, corruption in
2012 has increased as
compared to corruption in
2011. His reply was that for
removing corruption, we will
have to go to each and every
village. To this, my reply was
that he had spent his life-time
in removing corruption from
just one village Ralegan
Siddhi and how much time it
will take to remove corruption
from 6,38,53 villages. For this,
he had no reply.

People who plead for
merit, should know that

because of the caste system,
merit has never been a
tradition in our country. By
virtue of birth in a upper caste
family, a person is considered
meritorious. Birth in a
particular upper caste family
has been a criteria of merit,
knowledge and intellect and it
is precisely for this reason that
the country has remained
under slavery for centuries.
Kshatriyas became the ruling
class on the basis of caste for
which there appears to be no
justification. It is for this
reason that ever since India's
defeat at the hands of
Alexander the Great, the
country remained a slave till
1947 when we got
Independence. We may
attribute our defeat to so many
factors like treachery of the
enemy, use of modern
weapons, divisive tendencies
among ourselves, hostile
climate etc, but these are all
lame excuses. In fact, the main
reason for this state of affairs
is the caste factor. Is it because
of meritthata caste which has
been assigned the job of
scavenging and night-soil
carrying? Two biggest
problems faced by the country
are, casteism and sex
segregation. Why do the
people who are opposed to
reservation in Govt. jobs,
oppose or protest against the
scavenging and tannery job
which are reserved for certain
people on caste basis. The
reservation which is
beneficial for the deprived
people is opposed while the
area in which they do not stand

Rest on Page6 ...

Even in death, families shun fwo feens who eloped to marry he men they loved

I Ruhi Bhasin I

Shunned by their
families for eloping and
marrying the men they
loved, two girls, both 17,
and from different
districts in Haryana,
ended up at the Nari
Niketan in Karnal. Last
Tuesday, they allegedly
committed suicide after a
failed attempt to run away
from the home for women
both were found
hanging in a bathroom.
But in death too, their
parents refused to accept
them. The last rites have
been carried out by a local
NGO.

While one girl belonged
to Mahendragarh, the other
was from Kaithal district.
They reached the Nari

Niketan a day apart — one
last Saturday and the other
on Sunday. Officials
claimed that within a few
hours of meeting each other
on Sunday, the girls decided
to run away to Kaithal and
fled the same night after
scaling the walls of the
complex. But they were
caught and returned.

While the parents of the
girl from Mahendragarh
came to identify her, they
refused to carry out her last
rites.

Karnal Deputy
Commissioner Renu Phulia
said: “We offered to help
them take her body home
but they refused. A local
NGO carried out the last
rites on Wednesday. After
waiting three days for the

family of the other girl, the
NGO carried out the last
rites on Friday. Her family
refused to come.”

The district
administration has ordered
a probe to ascertain the
cause behind their deaths.
The inquiry will be
conducted by a sub-
divisional magistrate.

Officials at the Nari
Niketan claimed that “both
girls seemed perfectly
normal before their death”.
This was corroborated by
counsellors who spoke to
them after they were
brought from Kaithal.

“They had tea in the
evening and were present
for the roll call. But when
the attendant was handing
over charge to the next in

the shift, the two girls were
missing. A search was
carried out and the girls
were found hanging in the
bathroom, dangling from
overhead water pipes,”
Phulia said.

Kidnapping, abducting
or inducing a woman to
compel her marriage.

Karnal SP Shashank
Anand said: “Both girls
were sent to the Nari
Niketan as per orders of
local magistrates. They did
not wish to go back to their
parents as they felt that their
safety was threatened there.
They were from different
districts, brought together
by similar circumstances of
eloping, marrying while
being underage.”

According to Phulia, the
Nari Niketan is home to

girls from across Haryana
and most cases relate to
underage marriage. “Most
of them are brought here
after complaints made by
parents,” she said.

The father of the girl
from Kaithal said she went
missing on June 18. He
alleged she was raped. “We
filed a case with the local
police but nothing was
done. My girl was raped
and was forced to make a
false statement about a love
marriage. Until the rapists
are caught, we will not
carry out her last rites,” he
said.

Anand said the police
have asked doctors to
examine the rape aspect as
well.

(Courtesy - The India Express)
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CONVENTION ON EDUCATION POLICY

ON 8TH SEPTEMBER, 2013 AT CONSTITUTION CLUB, NEW DELHI.

For the last one decade,
education has become the
most secure and money-
spinning profession. It is
because of education that a
country progresses and for
the same reason, it goes
down. Even though country
is making economic
progress, but to maintin its
tempo, eduation for all is
most important.
Government has taken
several steps to eliminate
poverty from our country
but it will continue to be a
distant goal unless the
people of the country are
educated.India will become
aworld leader the day equal
education is made available
to all the citizens. The
present system of education
is employment-oriented
and not for dissemination
of true knowledge. Good
education is limited only to
therich.

Four-year undergraduate
programme has been
introuduced by Delhi
University on the plea that
it is employment-oriented
and it is so in America also.
Is it imperative that
whatever is done in
America should be done in
India also?  Whenever
questions are raised on any
issue, the stock reply is that
it is being done in America

like that. In America and
Europe, there is very little
interest for higher
education in most of the
people but in our country,
the reality is different.
Despite the high salary of a
highly educated person, his
social status and prestige
inb America or Europe,
does not have much of an
impact on a less educated
person.  In our country,
higher education is directly
connected with higher
income, social status,
knowledge and
opportunities and many
other factors. The hidden
agenda of Delhi
University's 10+2+4 new
education policy is to speed
up the process of
privatization and to make
higher education so costly
that it becomes beyond the
reach of SC/ST,
Backwards, rural and other
poor people. 10+2+3
eduation policy was
approved by the Parliament
in the year 1986 which has
been overturned by the
Delhi University Vice-
Chancellor. As the Delhi
University Vice-
Chancellor has introduced
the 10+2+4 undergraduate
programme for the benefit
of the rich and for speeding

up privatization, there is no
likelihood of disciplinary
action against him, rather it
has been strongly supported
by the HRD Ministry and
the Prime Minister Office.
Unfortunately, the
political class is not serious
about the education policy
of the country.  When
elections are held on the
issues like education, the
condition and direction of
the country will change.
The Joint Action Front For
Democratic Education
(SC/ST/OBC/Left) came
into existence with a view
to oppose the introduction
of the four-year
undergraduate programme
in Delhi University but
gradually it was felt that the
issue is much bigger and it
is not easy to fight it out and
therefore, it was decided to
widen the scope of the
movement. 4500 posts of
teachers are lying vacant in
Delhi University and our
Front was working for this
issue also but now it has
been decided that this
movement should be
organized on a national
scale. It has, therefore,
been decided that a
National Convention will
be held on Education Policy
on the 8th September, 2013

(Sunday) at the Speaker
Hall, Constitution Cluib,
New Delhi for nine hours in
which teachers,
intellectuals and social
activists will be invited
from all over the country.
Our main demand will be
equal education for all
which means the education
which is being availed by
the children of
industrialists, ministers and
bureaucrats  should be
given to all the children
between the age of 4 and 14

This demand is
absolutely justified and the
people who are never tired
of justifying the four-year
undergraduate programme
of Delhi University should
also remember that in
America there is no
difference between the
education imparted in
Government and Private
schools, rather Government
schools are imparting better
education. After a
consensus is arrived on the
basis of day-long
discussions, a national
movement will be launched
on that basis. By the time
of the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, it should become
a very strong election issue
for all the political parties.
In the beginning, this

movement started with the
help of only a few
organizations but in the
days to come, hundred and
thousands of organizations
will come undker our
banner. The organizations
which initially joined the
Front are Indira Athawale,
Vinod Kumar (All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations), Dr. Hani
Babu (A.S.J), Vijaya
Venkatraman, Dr. Shaswati
Majumdar and Abha Dev
(CPM), Prem Singh
(S.T.A), Dr. S. K. Sagar
(F.0.C.U.S), Dr. Kedar
Kumar Mandal (A.F.S.J.),
Dr. Nandini Data (C.T.F.),
Dr. Hans Raj Suman
(F.A.S.J), Pal Divakar
(N.C.D.H.R), P. Abdul
Nazar (C.F.I1),
Harshvardhan Dawane,
Dinesh Ahirwar
(N.S.0.S.Y.F),Vinay
Bhushan (A.I. B.S.F),
Anoop Patel (S.U.I), Lenin
Vinobar (S.S.J), Dr.
Kaushal Kishor Pawar,
Prof. Hem Lata
Maheshwar, Dr. Sukumar,
G.N. Saibaba, etc.

Coordinator
Dr. Udit Raj,
National President,
All India Confederation
of SC/ST Organizations.

Terrorist Attack on Bodhgaya Highly Gondemned - Udit Raj

Dr. Udit Raj,
National Chairman of the
All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations, said
that bomb attacks were
made on the morning of
7.7.2013 at Bodh Vihar and
surrounding areas of the
Foreign Missions in Bodh
Gaya, due to which
extensive damage has been
caused. After the ghastly
attack, not only the Indian
tourists and the local
Buddhists are scared but
also the foreign missions
located there are in the grip
of fear due to this attack.In
November 2012 and on
21st June and 3rd July,
2013, the Security
Agencies like Intelligence

Bureau and Delhi Police
etc. had warned Bihar
Government of an
impending terrorist attack
but the Bihar Government
failed to take suitable
timely action and the results
are there for anybody to see.
The Bihar Government,
which takes credit for good
governance is to be blamed
solely for this serious lapse.
It was not difficult to
prevent the attack when the
Bihar Government had got
advance information about

the impending attack.
Dr. Udit Raj is a
Buddhist leader of

international standing and
under his leadership, lakhs
of people were converted to

Buddhism, which fact is
known not only in India but
all over the world. He
regretted that for political
gains, some of the leaders
doubt the veracity of the
advance information given
by the Government
security agencies which is
not good for the country.
Maybe, the inputs given by
the government security
agencies are not always
correct, but when some
information is given in
advance, the concerned
government must seriously
work on it. Not to trust these
inputs or take them lightly
just tantamounts to paying a
heavy price for this attitude
which precisely has

happened in the case of
Bodh Gaya. On 8.7.2013,
an emergency meeting of
the Buddhist community
was held at T-22, Atul
Grove Road, New Delhi-
110001, in which this
dastardly attack was
condemned and it was
demanded that the culprits
may be nabbed
immediately and suitable
punishment awarded to
them. It is not only an
attack on Buddhism but an
attempt to discourage the
tourists from going to Bodh
Gayawhich will also affect
the economic progress of
the State of Bihar.

Dr. Udit Raj is also
National Chairman of Lord

Buddha Club and Buddha
Education Foundation. He
said that the law and order
situation in the Bihar is
highly deplorable. Day in
and day out tourists visiting
Bihar become victims of
crime and attacks on
foreign missions including
theft and burglaries are
quite frequent. Lighting
arrangement at the tourist
places is not adequate, due
to which not only terrorist
attacks but accidents etc.
can also take place. Had
there been adequate
lighting arrangements in
the area, perhaps the 7th
July attack could have been
averted. Maintenance is
absolutely inadequate.
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