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Quotas do not hur

Rukmini S.
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A first-of-its-kind
study of the impact of
reservations in public sector
jobs on productivity and
efficiency has shown that the
affirmative action did not
reduce productivity in any
sector, but had, in fact, raised it
in some areas.

Despite being
widespread and much-
debated, India’s reservation
policy for the educationally and
socially backward classes is
poorly studied. While there is
some research into the impact
of reservations in politics and

in higher education, there has
been no study yet of its impact

on the economy.
In the pioneering
study, Ashwini Deshpande,

Professor at the Delhi School of
Economics, and Thomas
Weisskopf, Professor of
Economics at the University of
Michigan, measured the
impact of reservation for
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) on
productivity and efficiency in
the Indian Railways between
1980 and 2002. The study was
published in the World
Development journal.

The Indian Railways is the
world’s largest employer
where affirmative action

applies, Ms. Deshpande said. It
employs between 1.3 and 1.4
million people at four levels of
employment — Group A to
Group D, with Group A
employees being the senior-
most. There is 15 per cent
reservation for the SCs and 7.5
per cent reservation for the STs
at all levels, with additional
reservation for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs). The
study looked at SC and ST
employees in Group A and B
only, since people from
marginalised backgrounds
would have been unlikely to
reach high levels of
employment without
reservation.

Since an individual’s

iciency, says stuay

RESEARCHERS COMPARE PERIODS WITH HIGHER AND LOWER
5C & 5T EMPLOYEES, FIND NO NEGATIVE IMPACT ON
PRODUCTIVITY, BUT POSITIVE EFFECTS IN SOME AREAS
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Despite being widespread and
much-debated, India’s
reservation policy for the
educationally and socially
backward classes is poorly
studied. While there is some
research into the impact of
reservations in politics and in
higher education, there has
been no study yet of its impact
on the economy.

In the first ever study
on the issue, evidence on this
question, based on research
on the Indian Railways,
Ashwini Deshpande from the
Delhi School of Economics, and
Thomas Weisskopf from the
University of Michigan,
measured the impact of
reservation for Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) on the Indian
Railways between 1980 and

2002.

“Beyond the numbers,
we can speculate about the
reasons why there might be
some positive impact of
affirmative action,” Ms.
Deshpande explained.
“Individuals from marginalised
groups may be especially
highly motivated to perform
well when they attain decision-
making and managerial
positions, because of the fact
that they have reached these
positions in the face of claims
that they are not sufficiently
capable, and they may
consequently have a strong
desire to prove their detractors
wrong,” the authors
suggested.

This is a possible
explanation which rings true
for Scheduled Caste

Affirmative action spurs motivation, say researchers

employees of the Railways
whom The Hindu spoke to. “At
every level where there is
discretionary power, SC/ ST
employees are systematically
discriminated against,” said
B.L. Bairwa, the president of
the All-India Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes Railway
Employees Association.

He cited a number of
cases from across the country
that he was battling, of
deserving backward caste
railway employees who had
been passed up for
promotions, transferred
arbitrarily or given adverse
records. “When an SC or ST
employee rises, he has to
prove himself and work extra
hard. I am not surprised the
efficiency goes up,” he said.

+++

impact on productivity is
impossible to estimate, Ms.
Deshpande and Mr. Weisskopf
compared zones and periods of
time with higher numbers of
SC and ST employees with
those with lower numbers,
keeping other variables
constant. They found no
negative impact on
productivity and efficiency in
any area, and some positive
effects in some areas of work.
“Beyond the numbers,
we can speculate about the
reasons for why there might be
some positive impact of
affirmative action,” Ms.
Deshpande expllll ained.
“Individuals from marginalised
groups may be especially
highly motivated to perform
well when they attain decision-
making and managerial
positions, because of the fact
that they have reached these
positions in the face of claims
that they are not sufficiently
capable, and they may
consequently have a strong

desire to prove their detractors
wrong,” the authors
suggested.

This is a possible
explanation which rings true
for Scheduled Caste
employees of the Railways
whom The Hindu spoke to. “At
every level where there is
discretionary power, SC/ ST
employees are systematically
discriminated against,” said
B.L. Bairwa, the president of
the All-India Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes Railway
Employees Association.

He cited a number of
cases from across the country
that he was battling, of
deserving backward caste
railway employees who had
been passed up for
promotions, transferred
arbitrarily or given adverse
records. “When an SC or ST
employee rises, he has to
prove himself and work extra
hard. I am not surprised the
efficiency goes up,” he said.

(Courtesy - The Hindu ) +++
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(Cont...from page - 8)

country, slavery and Jim Crow (racial
segregation state and local laws) all too
often was justified in the name of Christ,” he
said, addressing a gathering of over 3,000
US and international leaders. “There is a
tendency in us, a sinful tendency that can
pervert and distort our faith.

In today’s world, when hate groups
have their own Twitter accounts and bigotry
can fester in hidden places in cyberspace, it
can be even harder to counteract such
intolerance. But God compels us to try. And
in this mission, I believe there are a few
principles that can guide us, particularly
those of us who profess to believe,” he said.
On Wednesday, the White House had refuted
allegations that Obama’s remarks in India
were aimed at the BIP, saying that the
speech in its entirety was about the “core
democratic values and principles” of boththe

USandlIndia. ((yfey-Thefabipess) 44+
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TS govt. extends hand to
Dalit entrepreneurs

5Feb. 2015.

The Telangana
government will provide one
acre of land in Hyderabad
and Rs.5 crore financial
assistance for setting up of a
Dalit entrepreneur
incubation centre. Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao announced this in
response to a demand from
the Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DICCI) here on Friday.

Mr. Rao, addressing
the three-day industrial and
trade expo of DICCI that
opened at Hitex here, added
that Dalit entrepreneurs
desirous of taking up new
ventures would also qualify
for the benefits being
extended by the State
government to Dalit
entrepreneurs of Telangana.

“All doors are
open... Dalit entrepreneurs
can come and invest. We will
extend the same benefits to

Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao with Minister

of State for Commerce and Industry Nirmala Sitharaman and

chairman of the Godrej Group Adi Burjorji Godrej at the Dalit

Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry's Trade Expo that

was opened in HITEX at Hyderabad on Friday.

them too,” said the Chief
Minister, who spoke
extensively in Hindi.

Earlier, founder
chairman of DICCI, Milind
Kamble, hailed Telangana's

industrial policy as 'the best'.
"It is also the most Dalit
friendly industrial policy,” he
said.

Expressing
happiness at DICCI's

emphasis that its members
want connections and not
concessions and on giving
jobs instead of seeking jobs,
the Chief Minister said the
State government had
decided to set aside Rs.5
crore for a scheme under
which margin money
assistance willbe extended
to Dalit entrepreneurs. This
decision was taken in view of
difficulties faced by such
entrepreneurs while
accessing bank credit.
Promising government
support, Mr. Rao said it was
also decided to train 200
SC/ST contractors. The
State government will
allocate a portion of its
works to them, he added.
Highlighting the features of
the new industrial policy, he
said 22 per cent of land in
industrial estates would be
earmarked for SC/ST
entrepreneurs.

Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that with effect from April 1,
the public procurement
policy, under which a
portion of the requirements
of government agencies
have to be sourced from
enterprises run by SC/ST,
will come into force.
According to the stipulation,
four per cent of the 20 per
cent procurement reserved
for SME units has to be from
SC/ST units.

Industrialist and
past chairman of CII, Adi
Godrej, said that the
industry had always been
supportive of inclusive
growth. Voluntary
commitment rather than
one mandated is important
to create a society of equal
opportunities.

(Courtesy - THE HINDU)
+++

Dalit honcho scripts historic buy

Entrepreneur Kalpana Saroj Lobbied Govt To Buy Ambedkar's UK Home

8 Feb. 2015.

MUMBAI: Mahar-
ashtra government's
successful bid to buy a London
house where Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar once lived may
never have taken place had
Mumbai-based millionaire
Kalpana Saroj not spotted the
'For Sale' sign at its door.

The house on King
Henry Road where Ambedkar
lived while studying at the
London School of Economics is
a shrine of sorts for Saroj. The
chairman of India's constituent
assembly and a messiah for
Dalits in India, Ambedkar was
once a victim of caste-based
discrimination while growing
up in rural Madhya Pradesh.
His story resonates with Saroj,
chairperson of Kamani Tubes
and winner of the 2013 Padma
Shriaward.

Two years after
Ambedkar's death in 1956,
Saroj was born to a poor Dalit
family in rural Vidarbha.
Married off attheage of 12to a
man many years her senior,
she was tormented by her in-
laws and her marriage broke
down before she turned 13.
After a failed suicide bid, she

was determined to make
something of her life and
chose to script her success in
Mumbai. When she first
arrived in the city, she worked
as a seamstress for Rs 2 a day.
She then took a loan, turned
entrepreneur and finally
worked her way up the ladder.
Nearly a decade ago, she took
control of Kamani Tubes when
the company was sick and
turned its fortunes around.

Last July, Saroj was
in Paris to attend a conference
organized by the Ambedkar
International Mission, a global
organization of Dalits around
the world. "After the
conference, a few of us headed
to London. Whenever we're in
the city, we make it a point to
visit the house where
Ambedkar once lived," says
Saroj, who was accompanied
on her visit by R K Gaikwad,
Maharashtra's former
commissioner for social
welfare, and Gautam
Chakravarthy of the Federation
of Ambedkarites & Buddhist
Organizations, UK, among
others.

We were shocked to
find the house was up for

sale," she says, adding that it
cost Rs 40 crore, more than
any Dalit organization could
afford.

For the next six
months, Saroj teamed up with
prominent members of the
Dalit community in India and
the UK and lobbied with both
the Central government and
the Maharashtra state
government to bid for the
house.

While Saroj met
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval in Delhi, she lobbied
with both the earlier Congress
government and the present
BJP government in
Maharashtra. "I kept getting
calls from Santosh Das of the
Federation of Ambedkarites &
Buddhist Organizations in
London, telling me that the
house could be sold any
minute. Meanwhile, the
Maharashtra government was
trying to decide whether the
bid for the house should be
made by the social justice
department or general
administration. We tried to
stress the importance of
immediately writing to the

owners in London, expressing
intent to buy the place. Time
was of essence and we were
worried that a delay could
result in losing the bid," says
Saroj.

Needless to say, she
is thrilled that the Maharashtra
government is set to buy the

place and applauds the
government on its alacrity.
"The house is like a temple of
knowledge. After all, this is
the place where Babasaheb
Ambedkar lived while
completing a six-year course
in two years flat.” +++

(Courtesy - TIMES OF INDIA)

telephone or by letter.

Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of Buddha
will now be published both in Hindi and English so that
readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use of the
English edition. I appeal to the readers to send their
contribution through Bank draft in favour of 'Justice
Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road, Connaught
Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution amount
can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications' Punjab
National Bank account no. 0636000102165381 branch
Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by email or
Sometimes, it might happen
that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In that case
kindly write to us and also check up with the post office.
As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you all are
requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/~
One year:

Rs. 150/-
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Dalits should rethink

Recent Delhi election
has reaffirmed that no longer
Ms Mayawati is Dalit icon. In
2008, BSP scored about 14%
votes in Delhi election and now
it has come down to around
one percent. Itried forabouta
decade to mobilize the Dalits
politically but it was not
understood, and the reason
behind was that it will weaken
Mayawati. Most of them
supported me socially but
remained unfazed giving
political allegiance. It was
somewhat understandable
that they wanted to help in
intacting the leadership but the
question is that why have the
supporters not acted to stop
Aam Admi Party as they
did to us. Do they think that
the leadership of Aam Admi
Party will secure rights and
dignity? It reminds the same
blunder on the part of Dalits
and Adivasis when they
supported the left parties. The
programmes and policies of
the left parties were as
attractive as Aam Admi Party,
and they got disillusioned after

nearly two generations. In
Bengal, left parties ruled for
thirty-five years and the plight
of Dalits over there is worse.
What to talk about emergence
of political leadership, the
reservation achieved there less
than that of any State. Why
this blunder is being committed
again, and by the time Dalits
will realize, a generation must
have been wasted. Who are
responsible for this great
blunder?  None other than
supporters of BSP and SC/ST
employees. They could have
come out to stop the support to
Aam Admi Party but why these
so called Ambedkarites failed
todoso?

These so called
Ambedkarites are responsible
for the growth of Aam Admi
Party in Delhi. Thisis based on
truth experienced by All India
Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations despite the fact
that we delivered best results
and yet these so-called
missionaries kept on
rumouring on number of
counts. Sometimes they made

Dr. Udit Raj

allegations that we were
weakening their Behanji and on
other times throwing mud that
Udit Raj is either a stooge of
Congress or BIJP. This
propaganda affected us a lot
and our struggle could not yield
the desired results. It is true
that strong mobilization is done
in line of caste but that has got
its duration. The followers of
BSP are getting disillusioned
because caste emotion is
lasting fast.

Perhaps the
Confederation is the only
organization in the country
which knows no caste. If the
rank and file of any Dalit
organization is evaluated, most
of them will have leaders and
workers from same caste of that
of leadership. What caste Dr.
Udit Raj had to be born, it was
not within his command but for
him only human beings exist
and not the caste and to know it
one has to look at rank and file
of Confederation, not even one
percent are from his sub caste.

Is there any Dalit Adivasi
organization in the country
which is not dominated by the
rank and file of the caste of
leadership? Most of them are
surviving on the support of
their sub caste people. The
Confederation throws
challenge to reveal the rank
and file of workers and leaders,
one will not find even one
percent workers of the caste
which Dr. Udit Raj belonged to.
Sheer on the basis of qualities,
commitment and belief in
ideology of social justice, the
position has been given in the
Confederation. Dr. Ambedkar
preached to work for casteless
society but what it happening.
Are they better than
Brahminical forces? So much
has gone by. At least now all
Dalits and Tribals should come
together under the umbrella of
All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations. There is
no other alternative left to save
the dignity and rights of
the Dalits.
Who
enemy of Dalits and Adivasis?

is the real

- Certainly these so called
Ambedkarites.
to protect the
leadership of Mayawati,
drifting of its workers to the
Aam Admi Party would have
It is not that
they do not have the capacity
to do so, if they could do to us.
So the real enemies are within
Is not it the height of
casteism amongst so called
Ambedkarites and supporters
of BSP?
leadership cannot empower us
as she is being at the verge of
great fall. Even BSP grows,
though there is no chance, yet
it cannot secure dignity and

If they really
wanted

been stopped.

us.

Now Mayawati

rights for Dalits. Atone point of
time BSP has got the strength
in Parliament of about forty
MPs including Rajya Sabha,
Mayawati did not allow to
utilize the platform to raise the
question about these people.
She is so insulated that no one
can meet and discuss. Dalits
and Adivasis in the country
should now rethink and get
united under the leadership of

Confederation. +4+

Reloious molerance in

6 February 2015.

US President
Barack Obama on Thursday
said “acts of intolerance”
experienced by religious
faiths of all types in India in
the past few years would
have shocked Mahatma
Gandhi. The comments

came a day after the White
House refuted suggestions
that the US President’s
public speech in New Delhi,
in which he touched on
religious tolerance, was a
“parting shot” aimed at the
ruling BJP. Hours before
winding up his three-day

A Would hav

visit to India on January 27,
Obama had said, “Every
person has the right to
practice his faith without
any persecution, fear or
discrimination. India will
succeed so long as it is not
splintered on religious lines.
Your Article 25 says all
people are equally entitled
to the freedom of
conscience and have the
right to freely profess,
practice and propagate
religion. In both our
countries, in all countries,
upholding freedom of
religion is the utmost
responsibility of the
government, but also the

shocked 6

responsibility of every

Religious intolerance™,
N in india
person.”

On Thursday, at the
high-profile National Prayer
Breakfast, Obama said,
“Michelle and I returned
from India — an incredible,
beautiful country, full of
magnificent diversity — but
a place where, in past years,
religious faiths of all types
have, on occasion, been
targeted by other people of
faith, simply due to their
heritage and their beliefs —
acts of intolerance that

dhr: Obamg

would have shocked
Gandhiji, the person who
helped to liberate that
nation.” However, he did not
name any particular religion
and said the violence is not
unique to one group or one
religion.

“Humanity has
been grappling with these
questions throughout
human history. And lest we
get on our high horse and
think this is unique to some
other place, remember that
during the Crusades and
the Inquisition, people
committed terrible deeds in
the name of Christ. In our
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